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hg ip object we have in view in gathering the 
as fragmentary scraps of the early history of 
{& our town and putting them in print, is to im- 
prove the opportunity, while a few of the 

early actors of the scenes still linger, from whom 
we may obtain reliable statements and data, to put 
them in proper shape to be preserved for the distant 
future, when not one shall be left to tell of the early 
birth of our town, destined to be so intimately and 
pleasantly associated with the births and lives of 
many of to-day, and of the vastly many more who 
will follow in their footsteps down the course of 
time. If perchance a copy of our humble little pam- 
phlet history should survive the waste of a hundred 
years, and be resurrected from some dusty file, or 
neglected drawer, to be read on our Nation’s second 
Centennial, we shall be amply repaid for the labor 
bestowed upon the brief compilation we herewith 
present to the readers and patrons of the REVIEW. 
There is nothing at present in the history of our 
pleasant little town that is strikingly romantic, as its 
origin is decidedly modern Its earlist inhabitants 
never heard an Indian war-whoop).or barred their 
doors or eattle yards for protection against wild 
beasts. On the contrary the shriek of the locomo- 
tive, and the booming of the prairie hen greeted the 
early laborer in his renewed task of converting the 
luxuriant prairie into beautiful farms and city lots. 
Muscatine, twelve miles away, was then a city. 
Moscow, now a desolate village, on the sandy banks 
of Cedar river, three miles away, had been making 
history for a quarter of a century, was then in its 
prime and glory. The Sac and Fox Indians had re- 
linquished their right to chase deer over these 
grounds in 1832, and had moved their lodges further 
towards the setting sun. The car of empire, which 
earlier, had lumbered slowly across the Middle 
States, was at this time being propelled by steam at 
a marvelous speed across the beautiful prairies, to- 
wards the then comparatively unknown fastness of 
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ue tocky Mountains; and Wilton was one of its 
latest stations, springing up in its trail. The name 
of Wilton is modern, and instead of a native or local 
origin, is the namesake of a thriving town in Maine. 
The history of our lovely State, Iowa, scarcely 
Jeads us back into the past a half century, yet such 
wonderful progress has been made in this brief 
period that a wilderness of prairie has been changed 
to broad fields of waving corn and golden grain, and 
is to-day the home of over a million of happy and 
prosperous people. 7 
The organization and settlement of our State being 
so recent, the history of many of its cities and towns 
date their existence from a much later day, for as a 
rule cities and towns follow after the sturdy pioneer; 
and it is now often recounted by the old settlers how 
they had to journey fifty or seventy-five miles 
across an almost trackless prairie to do their market- 
ing at some river town. Muscatine at this early day, 
was a great center of trade, and many old Cedar 
county farmers will tell you of teaming over the 
present site of Wilton, when the tall prairie grass 
waved in the breeze, and all for miles around was 
owned by ‘‘Uncle Sam.”’ 
But this state of things could not last long, for 
the fabulous wealth hidden in the dark, rich soil of 


Iowa was alluring thousands from the densely . 


peopled states and cities of the East, and govern- 
ment lands in Iowa were disappearing like the dew 
of the morning. aieay " 
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DESCRIPTION | 


Eee ca ne Phe of the C. R. I. 
AOS & Goal 9 oe &.0. & 3. Wi. H.-R. two of 
| the best roads in the West; is twenty-five 

miles west of Davenport, twelve miles north 
of Muscatine, and thirty miles east of Iowa City. 
The railroad company own considerable ground in 
what is called the ‘‘Y’’ which is covered with build- 
ings and side-tracks; the former consisting of the 
Trainmaster’s and Dispatchers’ offices—blacksmith 
shop, round house, coal house, carpenter shop, and 
supply building. The side-tracks are numerous and 
extend from the corporation line on the east to that 
of the west, and are at nearly all hours of the day 
and night occupied by trains ‘‘making up.’’ The 
corporation extends one mile east and west, and one 
mile north and south. The streets are regularly laid 
out, are eighty feet wide, and generally bordered 
with elm and maple trees, which in the summer seas- 
on, gives the town the appearance of being built ina 
grove. Many of these trees have attained the good 
size of twelve and fourteen inches in diameter, and, 
besides enhancing the beauty of our,streets, afford 
magnificent shade, and homes for a great many 
forest birds that in the early morn burden the air 
with their songs. On nearly all of the streets of our 
town may be found beautiful dwellings, and on Fifth 
street, five fine churches. | 


FIRST SETTLERS 


The first man to erect a cabin within the present 
limits of Wilton was Mr. Christian Marolf who came 
in July 1849, and erected of logs a small house oppo- 
site the German Lutheran church. The house still 
remains and Mr. Marolf survives, and domicils be- 
neath its roof. Mr. M. entered the land on which 
he made his home, the east line of which is the 
screet past the church. At this time he could only 
eee one other house, that being the cabin of Mr. 
Stearns just west of town on the south side of the 
Moscow road and now the property of the estate of 
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J. L. Reed deceased. He tells us that for several 
years he made hay where now stands the business 
part of Wilton, and that herds of deer crossed over 
the same ground on their way from Mud creek to 
Sugar creek. Mr. Christian Marolf was soon follow- 
ed by Mr. Ben Maurer and Peter Marolf in 1850-1, 
who also obtained land near by—Mr. Ben Maurer 
that which now comprises North Wilton; Mr. J. P. 
Marolf that which is now Marolf’s addition. North 
Wilton is at present not within the corporate limits. 

On the 19th day of May, 1849, two entries of gov- 
ernment land were made by Henry Strohm and Ben- 
Jamin Kauffman, which comprised the lands now 
within the corporate limits of Wilton, excepting 
Marolf’s addition. Mr. Strohm entered the eighty 
acres now south of the railroad, and Mr. Kauffman 
the eighty acres north, or what is now Butterfield’s 
addition to Wilton. 


In the month of July, 1853, Mr. Franklin Butter- 
field purchased from Mr. B. C. Kauffman the North 
fractional half of the South West quarter South 
fractional one half of the North West quarter of 
Section Number Six, in Township Seventy-eight, 
Range 1 West, containing 2054 acres, at $2.00 per 
acre. 

The M. & M. R. R., now the C. R. I. & P. R. had 
been located through this place prior to this pur- 
chase. In August, 1854, Messrs. Green & Stone, 
Bankers at Muscatine and owners of a considerable 
stock inthe M. & M. R.R., called upon Mr. Butter- 
field, and proposed to buy the whole or a part of 
Mr. Butterfield’s interest in the land. The secret of 
this desire being the agitation of a branch road from 
this point to Muscatine, and they desired an interest 


in the Junction. Mr. Butterfield considered their 


proposition, and decided to sell one-fifth interest in 
the whole at ten dollars per acre, provide! they 
bought forty acres of Mr. Marolf, which is now the 


yailroad ‘‘Y’’, and that portion of the town west 


which they did at ten dollars per acre. Mr. Butter- 
field now induced Green & Stone to take a two-fifths 
interest in the land south of the R. R., and relin- 
quish that north of the R. R., which they readily did, 
as it brought their interest nearer their purchase 
from Marolf. In September, 1854, Butterfield and 
Green & Stone platted out the original town on 
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Green & Stone’s forty acres and the land lying south 
of the R. R., which plat was recorded October 22nd, 
1855, (the year following). Then arose the question 
ofa name, and as it is a matter of no little moment 
to provide an appropriate name for a town to endure 
for ages—unless some unforeseen and dire calamity 
an earthquake, an opening of the earth, or tidal 
wave should mark oblivion on the spot—a name that 
would give dignity to its Mayors and magistrates— 
a name that would command respect and admiration 
abroad; that would do to name our children and 
erancchildren after-the founders of our town found 
it no easy task to decide. One was in favor of an 
Indian name, but the stock was all appropriated. 
Another suggested Cedar Junction; but that was 
inappropriate, and suggestive of a small railroad 
station, while Mr. Butterfield warmly advocated the 
name Wilton, the name of his native town In Maine. 
It was finally decided that Mr. Butterfield should 
present six names and that Messrs. Green & Stone 
should select one of these as the future name. Of 
the six names, Wilton and Glendale were two, and 
after due consideration Glendale was chosen, and 
for nearly a year our town went by that name. But 
before the plat was recorded Messrs. Green & Stone 
ve-considered their choice and Wilton was perman- 
ently chosen and so recorded. 

In 1854, Mr. Butterfield sold the first lot to Mr. 
Henry S. Giessler, it being lot 3, Block 48, opposite 
Dow’s elevator, for forty dollars. — 7 

Working on the road was all that was done this 
year, and with the advent of the graders sprung up 
a number of small shanties. 

In July or August, 1855, Mr. Giessler built the 
first house, the lower front rooms of which were 
occupied by a stock of dry goods and groceries, 
owned and shipped from Seymore, Connecticut, by 
Tuthill & Hull, which firm name was the first to 
appear on a sign in front of the door. The firm of 
Rider & Sanford were their agents who first went to 
Muscatine with the stock, with the intention of op- 
erating a permanent store at that place; but soon 
after, as we have stated, shipped the goods to Wil- 
ton. Rider & Sanford afterwards bought out the in- 
terest of Tuthill & Hull, and carried the business on 
in their own name, adding to the business that of 
grain and pork buying. 
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Mr. Giessler, about this time, received an appoint- 
ment as postmaster and had his office in their store- 
room. | 

About this time, also, a small house was erected 
by J. M. Smith, on a lot given him by Green & Stone, 
(now the property of James Keefover) in which Mr. 
J.C. Wate kept a small eating-house and a few gro- 
cerles. feign 

_In November of this year, Mr. Butterfield sold one 
half of his three-fifths interest’ in the original town. 
And a half interest in what is now known as his ad- 
dition (being the part north of the R. R., and west 
of Cedar Street) to Mr. Servetus Tufts, receiving 
thirty dollars per acre for that now in the addition. 

The Construction Train reached Wilton October Ist 
and December Ist, the passenger trains commenced 
to run to Wilton. | 

At this time Messrs. Cook & Sargent, Bankers at 
Davenport, owned a large amount of stock in M. & 
M. R. R., and were interested in building up Durant, 
adversely to that of Wilton, and for a time a sharp 
warfare was waged. As soon as cars commenced 
running on the branch from Museatine, the trains 
were run by Wilton and transferred at Durant, and 
the name ‘‘Wilton’’ was not allowed to be called on 
the cars—the brakeman would eall out, ‘‘Muscatine | 
Junction’’. A fine depot was erected at Durant, 
while the only accommodation afforded at Wilton 
was a Small shed-roof building at the west end of the 
‘“Y’’, The ticket agent, Mr. Robinson, sold tickets 
on the cars. The same parties built plank roads 
over bad places between Durant and Tipton and run. 
a line of four-horse stages between those places. — 

But Wilton was destined to triumph; and to-day 
few know of the aspiring efforts of the Duranters, 
and their wealthy mfluential baekers. 

During the winter of 1855-6, a great many lots. 
were sold, and in the spring of 1856 commenced the 
most aetive operations In building and improving 
ever witnessed in the history of Wilton. Early in 
the spring, Rider, Sanford & Butterfield commenced 
building a store, where now stands the frame build- 
ings owned by F. Bacon; and when nearly completed 
the building eaught fire and burned—being the first 
fire in Wilton. Owen Syas and Eli Ross were the 
contractors. A seeond building was immediately 
eommenced, and finished--heing the frames stand- 
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ing one door south of the Review office. 


Mr. Moses Garretson commenced what was called 
the first hotel, in a small building in the south-east 
part of town. This enterprising citizen also run the 
first bus and express wagon from the depot to his 
hotel, it being a buck-board wagon, drawn by oxen. 
These he would place by the side of the shanty depot 
and call out, ‘‘A free bus to the Garretson House!’ 
‘“Have you any luggage?”’ In the spring the DeGear 
House was built by Mr. DeGear, on the corner of 
Fourth and Cedar Streets, and is now owned by the 
Burk estate. This was, really, the first hotel that 
could reasonably lay any claims to such a title. ; 

Mr. Garretson commenced building a new hotel 
this year on the corner of Fifth and Cherry Streets, 
and completed it the following year. This hotel is 
now known as the Wilton House, and is kept by Mr. 
Hiram Mooney. 

During this year a great many buildings were put 
up, and often a score of new frames could be seen go- 
ing up at the same time. Many of the first build- 
ings are yet remaining, being principally built in 
1356, a few of which we will mention as follows: 
One now owned and occupied by B. F. Tufts, and 
that of Mr. Dave Moore’s. The one owned by the 
widow of Daniel Burk, Mr. S. B. Windus’ house, the 
' Harker residence, and the one now owned and occu- 
pied by John Wiley.. The hotel on the corner of 
Railroad and Cherry Streets, lately burned. The 
one, now occupied by Capt. Higginson, Rev. Jacob 
Pentzer’s house, the brick house now occupied by 
Mr. J. G. Lyford, and the house now oecupied by Mr. 
Strickland; Mi. Bretz’s house; the house occupied 
by Mr. I. Windus; the brick building occupied by 
Mrs. Nicolaus; the house now occupied by M. F. 
Miller, John Brown, David Hesselgesser, and J. B. 
Harris. | 
_. Dr. Wm. Ross, who came'the previous year, (1855) 

‘had commenced the erection of the brick building 
west of the McIntire House, now owned by Mrs. 
Nicolaus, completed it this year. ree 

During the same year Messrs. Friend & Dudley 
erected the first grist mill, which was run several 
years, when it was removed by Mr. Crisman, to 
Fulton, now Stockton, at which place it was soon af- 
ter burned. 
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The Wilton Mill building was erected by Green, 
McNaghten & Co., to be used as a warehouse, for 
Which purpose it was used until built into a steam 
flouring mill, by Wm. N. McNaghten, in the fall 
of 1870. This firm at that time was doing a leading’ 
business; besides carrying on a mercantile business 
In a frame building which they erected on the 
ground now occupied by the second brick building — 
south of the bank building, they bought and shipped 
grain, hogs and cattle, and whatever else might be 
sold or exchanged. | 

In this same year, J. D. Walker built the two-story 
frame now occupied by the post office, and went 
into the mercantile business with Mr. Adam Blair, 
as partner. 7 

Mr. Robinson, at this time ticket agent, kept a 
stock of general merchandise on the corner opposite 
the Hesselgesser house. The building in which he 
kept his store was afterwards converted into a plan- 
ing mill, which was destroyed by fire. _ | 

In this year, Mr. John Welsher built a one-story 
store-room on the corner of Fourth and Cedar 
Streets, doing most of the work himself; and when 
completed, placed within it the first stock of drugs 
brought into Wilton. This building was the one. 
oecupied by A. C. Blizzard’s clothing store at the 
time of the great fire. 

Mr. Henry J. Nicolaus came to Wilton this year, 
and worked the first bakery, in the frame building 
east of the mill. He afterwards carried on the saloon 
business in connection, and bought and shipped con- 
siderable grain. | Bares nem 

Mr. E. Passmore came in the fall, and started a 
saloon in the brick. building. one door west of the Mc- 
Intire House. He afterwards (in 1858) purchased 
the hotel on the corner of Cherry and North Rail- 
road Streets, which was built by J. C. Wate, this - 
year. Mr. Passmore remained in the hotel business — 
about five years. | s 

Mr. E. C. Briggs came in the winter of 1856-7, and 
started the first cabinet business in the place, and 
died November 4th, 1861, and was the first person 
buried in the new cemetery. 

Mr. James Ledgerwood became a citizen of Wilton 
this year, and engaged alternately, for several years 
in the lumber and. grocery business. 

Mr. Frank Bacon commenced his business career 
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this year, as a clerk for Mr. J. J. Rider, whom he 
bought out, in the mercantile business, in 1860. 

U.P. Scovil quitted his home in Canada, and took 
up his abode in our, at this time, bustling little vil- 
lave and shoved the plane and saw for two dollars 
per day. He afterwards started a wagon shop, and 
worked at both trades until 1866, when he engaged 
in the stationery and restaurant business until that 
(lisastrous August day, when his building and stock 
were reduced to a few ashes. | 

Mr. Mattie Parks was another, hewer of wood, who 
arrived here from ‘'Merry England’’, the same year 
and has continued in the business to the present 
time. 

In the spring of this year, a stranger went into 
camp a short distance east of the Wilton Mills, and 
picketed three yoke of oxen and five head of horses, 
where he remained for two or three weeks, evident- 
ly ‘‘prospecting.’’ His name was Wm. H. Heath, by 
profession, a physician. He remained and practiced 
in Wilton nearly four. years and being a well in- 
formed and active man, he took a prominent and 
leading part in the affairs of the town and was a 
most worthy and respected citizen. . 

Mr. D. Harker was another who came this year, 
and who has since made Wilton his home to the 
present time, and has been engaged in hotel keeping, 
restaurant, grocery and auction business, and of late 
years has practiced law in Justice’s Courts. In 1873 
he succeeded Mi. C. Baker, as Postmaster. 

In the spring, Mr. F. P. Hubbert came from 
Roches.er, Cedar county, with Green, McNaghten & 
Co., for whom he clerked several years. He after- 
wards engaged in business with Mr. MecNaghten, 
and at the time of the fire was doing business by 
himself. : | 7 | 

In the month of May of this year, Mr. R. A. McIn- 
tire became a citizen of Wilton, and erected a dwell- 
ing on lot 9, in block 60, Butterfield’s addition. M.’s 
experience with prairie winds, was, while raising 
the frame, to say the least, not the most pleasing, 
as the wind leveled his frame to the ground twice, 
and Mc. was obliged to put it up the third time. 

[IU was during’ the summer and fall of this year, 
that the first school was kept in Wilton, by Miss Re- 
becca McClellan, and as it was before the time of 
school houses, her school was held tn the south room 
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on the second floor of the frame building now owned 
by Mr. I’. Bacon, and oecupied by Morrison & Bro. 
She had but a few scholars, but was a kind lady anda 
successful teacher. | 

The people of Wilton in 1856, although few in 
number, forgot not to be patriotic. The Fourth of 
July did not pass unnoticed. The people in town, 
and many from the surrounding country, marched 
from the corporation, behind a fiddle, to the banks 
of Mud Creek. A meeting had been held about a week 
previous by the citizens, committees appointed and 
everything satisfactorily arranged for the occasion. 
Mr. Henry Sanford was Marshal of the Day. They 
first met in the morning in the freight house. The 
committee on music had been to Muscatine and en- 
gaged a martial band for the occasion, but were dis- 
appointed upon the morning of the Fourth, when 
none but a fiddler appeared, and he anything but 
prepossessing in appearance. After the people had 
gathered at the freight house, the Marshal called 
the meeting to order and in reading the programme, 
when he reached ‘‘music by the band,’’ the fiddler ~ 
supposing it a call upon him, struck up Yankee Doo- 
cle, and it was some time before this itinerant musi- 
clan could understand why he should stop. 

The exercises at the freight house commenced | 
with prayer by Rev. D. Knowles. Then followed the 
reading of the Declaration of Independence, by R. A. 
McIntire, and an oration by Mr. Van Horne, now 
editor of the Muscatine **Tribune.”’ 

Mr. Van Horne’s oration is spoken of by the old 
settlers in the highest terms. After these prelimi- 
nary exercises at the freight house, the people form- 
ed a procession and marched to the banks of the 
creek, where a splendid dinner was provided. 

Though the progress of this part of the entertain- 
inent was somewhat marred by a few unruly and 
evil disposed participants, who went ahead of the 
procession, and like the harpies of antiquity, prey- 
ed upon the banquet and plundered the table, 
enough was left, however, to appease hunger, and 
no one was troubled with thirst as three hogsheads 
of lemonade had been prepared for the occasion. 
The day, considering all things, passed away pleas- 
antly, and finally dwindled into a dance at Roman’s 
in the evening. 

It was during this year that the first births oc- 
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curred as follows: John Lamb, May 30th, 1856, Lucy 
a July 27th, and Wilton Reed, November 
ora, 

The first death, which we have omitted mention, 
occurred August 27th, 1855. The person being the 
wife of Lawrence Rexroth. 

During the winter of 1856—7, Mr. Robinson, sta- 
lion agent, was superceded by C. P. Oakley. During 
the same winter Gideon Pierce taught school in the 
list school house, it being a small frame opposite 
ieee Bentley’s residence which was built late in the 
all, 

Wilton had now become a quite respectable sized 
village, with glowing prospects for the future; but 
before the year 1857 had drawn to a close, the mon- 
etary panic of this year told severely upon the inter- 
ests of the town. The heretofore thrifty merchant 
und industrious mechanic gradually found their 
Wallets filled with Western ‘‘wild cat’’ paper money, 
either wholly worthless, or possessed of an uncer- 
tain value. Provisions commanded exorbitant prices; | 
hay, and even straw, was scarcely to be had, and 
corn was worth from one dollar to one dollar and 
fifty cents per bushel. Town property shrank great- 
ly in value, and many persons sold out or moved 
uway. The hard times, however, were not felt until 
the latter part of the year, and the spring of 1857 
opened up bright and many buildings were com- 
menced and completed. We will mention the leading 
improvements, enterprises, and events as we have 
ihose of 1856. | | 
One of the first events of the year, was the organ- 
ization of a municipal government. Messrs. Thomas 
Flanna, Wm. H. Heath and J. J. Rider, were elect- 
ed a committee to draft a charter. Article first pro- 
vided ‘‘That this town shall be incorporated by the 
name of Wilton, and this charter shail take effect 
February 21st, 1857.’ Second, ‘‘That the officers 
of the town shall consist of five Trustees, a Treasur- 
er, Clerk, and Marshal. Article third granted and de- 
fined the powers of the Board. The Trustees elected 
one of their number President, and another Secre- 
tary of the board, and thus officially commenced the 
incorporated town of Wilton. The charter became 
a law, and the first: Board of Trustees were elected 
id Mareh, and were as follows: President, O. J. Gro- 
vers Clerk, R.A. McIntire; Trustees, Wm. N. Mc-- 
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Naghten, H. S. Giessler, A. J. Friend; Marshal, 
Henry Sanford. 

In the spring of this year, J. L. Reed came, and 
started in the harness business, in the frame build- 
ae occupied by Frieden’s saloon at the time of the 

ire. 

G. M. Francis came about the same time and 
superceded Mr. Oakley as station agent. These two 
gentlemen engaged in grain and stock buying—Mr. 
Trancis furnishing the capital and keeping books, 
and Mr. Reed doing the buying and shipping. They 
continued in business together about a year, when 
they settled up their business, and Mr. Francis with- 
drew. The parties each making between one and two 
hundred dollars out of the year’s business. Mr. Reed 
continued alone. 

The principal buildings built this year, were the 
McIntire House, by R. A. McIntire and Dr. J. B. 
Ware, and the two story frame school building. 

July Ist, the order of I. O. O. F. was organized— 
J. D. Walker being the first N. G. 

July 12th Aaron Park arrived from England, and 
commenced to work at carpentering, which he fol-. 
lowed until 1865, since which time he has carried on 

cabinet-making and undertaking. 

In the fall of this year M. K. Pomeroy came, and 
purchased Mr. Welcher’s stock of drug's. Mr. Pome- 


roy continued in the drug business until in April, . 


1264, when he sold out and left town. 

In the winter of 1857-8, the public school was 
kept in the new two-story frame school house, and 
was taught by Dr. J. B. Ware, Principal, and Mary 
Washburn, Assistant. 

In the year 1858, the grading was done between 
Wilton and Tipton, on the Muscatine, Tipton & Ana- 
mosa R. R., the ruins of which can, at this day, be 
distinetly traced through the fields between these 
places. The grade was completed and bridges built, 
when all work was stopped, and the project failed. 
(swing to the hard times, the employes were paid for 
their work in dry goods and groceries, by certain 
persons interested in the construction, at Muscatine, 
which gave the road the name of “the calico road.’’ 

In the spring of this year, Mr. D. Burk located in 
Wilton, and purchased the property known as the 
De Gear House, where he opened a store and car- 
ried on business a number of years. He remained. in 
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Wilton until his demise in February, 1873, and was 
a most honored and respected citizen. 

In September of this year, S. B. Windus came to 
Wilton, and commenced in the boot and shoe busi- 
ness, which he continued until 1871, when he dis- 
solved partnership with his brother, I. Windus, who 
had become associated with him, and become sole 
proprieter of a like business at West Liberty. 

In the spring of 1859, T. Bentley came to Wilton 
und engaged mn the tinning business for J. J. Rider, 
in a small, one-story, frame building, where Butter- 
field’s brick now stand, joining Dr. Ross’ brick store. 
At the end of a year he purchased the business of 
Mr. Rider, and has since carried on the business 
himself. 

In June, 1860, Mr. I. Windus came to Wilton, 
and entered into partnership with his brother, 5. B. 
Windus. : 

About the same time, S. Dodye came, who started 
in a general merchandise business, in the fall. His 
store was in the brick building on the corner of Ce- 
dar and Fourth Streets, lately occupied by the Farm- 
er’s & Citizens’ Bank. Mr. Dodge continued in busi- 
ness about two year's. | 

During the years of 1858—9—60, there was but 
little done in way of improvements, and all business 
Was at a stand-still, consequently, there was a 
cearth of events that would particularly interest 
the reader. During these years the price of produce 
went down to remarkably low figures, which with a 
wet and otherwise bad season for growing and harv- 
esting crops contributed to the general discouraging 
condition of matters. | 

But, during the year 1861, though money matters 
and business remained about the same, the war of 
the rebellion having commenced, a few events in its 
connection transpired that will always be of interest 
in the future citizens of Wilton. | 

The history of that gigantic and sanguinary strug- 
ele for National existence, and principles of Free- 
dom, is too voluminous to be stored in the mind, and 
of even the leading events, many escape our mem- 
ory. But when we narrow the field to the neighbor- 
hood or home events, the details appear as clearly as 
in the troubled days when they took place, and the 
call for volunteers, the enrolling, the drills, the 
inarehing ayay, the announcements of battles, the 


' shes eure bay Misty: 
“sath od cody 08 lites ban 
bw eb 1 tansond etd of. 

stos siroo9d baw nid dsiw, bobo 

yl redid yeah 48 az90 
nos of oragy yoltned .T "Gest to lo gnixqe od sl 

A A 1 aot eeoaieud yedanis af ci | 


Calg rl sistw -galitind sme pgieie-sao dace 4 ab 
o092 Haid “220K 1 yoiniog , bale wor dord athisil - 
Yo exenizud oft heesdowmg 96 4soy se lo brie odd tA 

eeoticud vad to hairs wae ead dep iobist ate 


ae Moamid 
ee of Sinko Bubeai¥ i aM OBE’ pene rl. 


€j oR 


ts reer 


4.4 odio ail Blin alli saat boveins bas | 


eatin VI 
betinte odw miss Yybutl 2 ,ortid acting od’ dood A 
eit dist ody td ,2xvoniend seibnedaran inonsy 8 fi 
ay) to ‘yon'1o9 Ont no yaibliud Agiid oi ai eBw Side 
arin’ ond yd bsiquove ylolsl ateeiie Aliwod bas wh 
feud ai bauritnoy agbudl old alagtl ‘ewosttid & e'49 


ziBsy owl juode aeon 


Jud enw wvtolt 00--@--8ceL lo copey oelt yard: 

raorneud Mis bat errors: Pore ath to yaw nd ooh ats sil 
& vow siont ,yNaetpernes litebaste a ta eaiiy 
28195001 halos susq bigow dastl t aineve to dmseh 
sosheny to soit of} amney seed) gab whee ods 


3 diiw dotdw jes isrght vee Nidssalunert’s ob pwrek Jey 
rind bens Qi wo rg sul chepensrey Apised seine bing sow 
‘gniqirirvoHtb lntoney oddo! boludiitnoy equso gaites 


eiedines to aan. K 


emtinn yonorr dyyods Last goad! oft ead Mk 
to “waw old iontke oft Iwods her Stet ae : 
adi ni abnevs wel s. Tope 5, iv tall 

Jews To sd 26s pila Ei yes dana | 


gore: tung bas riitagis 
-yon'd to oritig bas 4 set 
a een? wee OPS CEA? FIA 


hit Eaaeanteat of " Ye 
7 a nana gee Es r 
ions 9h 


4 ’ 
? Gi ef on | h fi 3 , 


a. 


PI POOOS OCC! OCHIAI ODOC CHOI DO TOIOQOO OID OOM OOOO OO 


THE EQUINOX, | | 


<n 6 ne le eee dele 


The advertisements 
shown on this page 
are photoengravings 
of full page ads 
appearing in the 
original History 

of Wilton 

but are reduced 

in this -re-print 

fo conserve space. 


Sakarnen 


WANE VE OU} XT SHAOLS LSA ap) {nq 09 aoupd yy yoof sq 


POE DO. OOOO OI OOOO POOL OO HIV OOOOOO OO OOO OD 


TF re type rere > - 


ae Ww. SCOTT” ca 
| A. NUVAN CAMP: 
Rin lcs a Pe ATTORNEY AT LAW, 


{x M vy ad PURE. cmd 1 ge bawoeanny 
Maurer'a Now eink 


boone GMO, J.D. WALKER, 
fATSE CALS. AY TORNE VAT LAW, 


And ve ig le i ay Sh Vetnat feted shee te Dvihate 


alle ie SHOES MADE TO ee . kovfiees, sitet pathos Iu Atte Theo vertinhys “Aaelee ay 
Sean J. E. STEVENSON, 
a ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
Fist Class 7 WILTON. IOWA. 


at An LEE Ae 


2 Bee : Briar ge 5) BAXTER, 
Oe Pourth Stok, ov Chal wh bak’. oth slated. 
WARRSNTEED 3 REPRESENTED | EIB tiie muoer fh salons So te 


Inu 


COE SITES, 


Fine Hats “Tadigs’ ¢ “é ildreas’ coe 


SHOES A SPECIALTY. ie CKD cn 


moot “Sx ; 
My abject ieee y good ponds for: W.H. PORTER, mM: b., 


_cech, and sell acordingty, PILYSICLIAN & SURGEON, 
* ggaey op he SINE TOTREK HI MERT, SEODA ROR Rabe WILTON. IOWA 
ee om Othae wi iM fae Mt, fon? He Det. tee th Moen be ely Hy iplen 
: iw Me pel oH wu there Piet thee Lawee botnet We tm, 
VIL MW, « =e ~~ TWA | he 1 on | ms 


a 2 * | ee 


ry 
tere rgd | 


A 


ml sikh Bee tyiny 
Pes ‘ faba y is of. hit Ae a 
; Pats Ps ny > ink Pa | 
, 4s ae : am 
antes bet 
PreReey "9 rhe 9AT bas by 
Pa _s eid 10 awode.. 
| 0 abe ogaq Nh re 
| ne oft ‘ai gaits ci} 
a Wrogett 2 ae 
‘ rod nt 
4 hsoubes 918 ‘totes 
initq-or eff ab. 
4 songqe ov1setod iedies : 
HL FDVO POOP ODL ROHAN HAH ION LAPIS OD IO 
ee eens i Too Ww Heel am 
1. BA Wea iY e # 
BLN E. FAA WOIN A fae Bi ee ama te ae ia 
Pry hel . «ah ata VU les i. “ ny ‘ % sy S eee 
MIAN wmomenargeu | ne 
MEA TR. CARRUIUTA COONS READ ATA. my 
Wheels Mean: inte weg ae 4 a he _ it 1 Hn ae anny) oes 4 
MOBASVATAS A ‘ 
RS PTAC ROTTS, 
3 AYEGH MELE : 
veer we * 
i ee ha H wy . 
Rr ahah cvden se ga Aorta er oe if. 
EA? AG ade UO ate Pree oy tes r ; ya 
OM LISTS A RT PWV . ee 
sik HURL DA ETH ibe 
ee Me ee high, phi, 
aoe Ip nga ge meee thbeet (age ‘dy fe 
a AS Fn ? fu AS 4 
Sayin vs es ay be 


= id be ton ti ri - a 9 we Vv 


Py if bop Wwe x yee coe wh Brgheitin, . og, ee Prt 


# 


. ae 
7 


owe | Ea 


bute, + 
mks ’ 


= ee 


news of death, are fresh in the memory, and the long 
array of familiar faces of those who cheerfully res- 
ponded to the call to defend our homes and country, 
oa appear to the mind’s eye whenever spoken 
p | 


It will always be remembered, with patriotic 
pride, that Wilton responded nobly. Two full com- 
panies were organized in Wilton of nearly two hun- 
dred men. The first was Company D, of the Eleventh 
Jowa Volunteer Infantry. The second was Company 
G. of the Thirty-Fifth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 
The first Company (D) was organized in September, 
1860, and was officered as follows: A. Ji. Shrope, 
Captain; B. F. Jackson, First Lieutenant; Andrew 
Walker, Second Lieutenant. 

Of those who went from Wilton and vicinity, 
were Reuben Fobes, Matt Kean, Beecher Chatfield, 
James Leverich, Henry Seibert, Jno. Hughes, James 
Kelley, Samuel Edwards, Wm. Fultz, Augustus Port, 
Winston T. Shifflet, David B. Spillman, Jacob H. 
Long, Harvey Walker, Hiram Ayers, Newton Ayers, 
Augustus C. Blizzard, F.J. Bailey, Joseph H. Blakely, | 
Hardy H. Blakely, John Beam, M. B. Bowles, Albert 
Bradford, Thomas J. Cory, James S. Clarke, Irwin 
Cooper, Alex C. Campbell, Peter Craven, C. O. Coop- 
er, C. W. Derby, Perry Duncan, Benj. F. Herr, Man- 
drid Hart, Reuben Hartman, Sylvester Knouse, 
John J. Keevar, Wm. Leverich, Chas. Laport, Albert. 
Lodge, Marion Leverich, John W. ‘Lafever, Oscar 
F. Lodge, John Millsap, Roderick R. McRea, Mort- 
imer W. Vann, Wm. K. Wall, F.M. Walker, Wm. 
White, John A. Nellis, Albert Wiker, Andrew Moore, 
Wm. H. Nellis, George F. Ours, Buckner Pomeroy, 
Peter Pentico, Oregon Prescott, J. C. Porter, Van V. 
Reeves, Manassa T. Reeves, Ira H. Shifflet, Alexan- 
der Thorn, William H. Walton, Chas. Walters, Theo- 
dore Farrier, J. P. Musselman, Austin B. Yeager, F. 
M. Edge, R. P. Gilbreath, Issac C. Gould, C. Herr, 
George Kiser, Abner Moor, Edward McDonald, 
George W. Miller, Jeremiah Miller, Reuben H. Mc- 
Clain, Henry Rice, and Perry Starrett. 

They were a fine body of men and received their 
baptism of fire at the battles of Pittsburg Landing 
and Shiloh, the killed and wounded being: nearly one- 
third of the force of the Company. Appended Is a 
list of those killed, and who died afterwards of 
wounds received in those battles. : 
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_ Henry Seibert, Thomas J. Cory, Peter Craven, 
Wm. Leverich and Wm. White were killed, and John 
A. Hughes, George Miller, Beecher Chatfield and 
R. R. McRea were severely wounded at the battle of 
Shiloh, April 6th, 1862. R. R. McRea afterwards died 
of his wounds. Van V. Reeves was wounded at Love- 
joy’s Station, Georgia, and Perry Starrett at Ken- 
asau Mountain. } 

The Company ‘‘went veteran’’ at Vicksburg, in 
‘February, 1863, numbering thirty-six, under the fol- 
lowing commissioned officers: Andrew J. Shrope, 
Captain, Augustus C, Blizzard, First Lieutenant, and 
James M. Kean, Second Lieutenant. 

In March, they came home under command of 
Lieutenant Kean, on furlough, and were joyfully re- 
ceived by friends and relatives. Speeches, dinners, 
anda good time generally was the order for the en- 
suing thirty days, at the end of which time they re- 
turned to the field where they joined Sherman’s for- 
ces (then moving on Atlanta) at Ackworth, Georgia, 
and were under fire eighty-four days in succession. 

They continued with Sherman through Georgia 
and the Carolinas, and took part in the grand review 
at Washington, at the close of the war. James Kel- 
ley was promoted to Captain October 27th, 1864. 

Company G. was organized in August, 1862, and 
inustered into the U.S. service at Muscatine, Sep- 
tember 18th, 1862. 

The officers of this Company were Simon H. Dixon 
Captain; Lewis F. Creitz First Lieutenant; and 
Abram Shane, Second Lieutenant. 3 

Those that went In this Company from Wilton and 
vicinity, were I. W. Harris, R. P. Gilbeath, E. P. 
Hoover, Linus 8. Cory, John Ours, Phillip Patterson, 
W. S. P. Keller, L. B. Jennings, Cyrenus Parish, 
Charles Burgan, Seth J. Arnett, George Burgan, 
John Bernett, J. H. Byers, Alfred Cooper, IF. T. Dun- 
can, Samuel Garber, Levi Gallanar, J. H. Harden, 
Levi. W. Hart, Jacob Kyger, C. H. Lampy, I. .R. 
McCartney, John Mench, J. H. Perry, W. O. Phipps, 
M. L. Rodebush, Theodore Rayner, Owen Syas, E. 
Hi: “Sterns, G. -T. Sterrett, J. Hs turner, Woo. Hy. 
Wright, Geo. W. Wise, S. H. Wise, George Wildasin, 
David M. Baxley, Robert M. Ward. 

The principal envagements in which this Company 
took part were at Jackson, Miss., Vicksburg, Miss., 
Jackson, second time, Tupelo, Miss., Red River Ex- 
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oe Nashville, and investment of Mobile, Ala- 
ama. 

We are unable to give a full list of casualities of 
this Company, as we have only been able to ascertain 
the following: James Byers died of wounds received 
at Jackson; Willis O. Phipps, killed at. Vicksburg, 
ind David Curry, killed at Yellow Bayou, La. 

In conclusion, we may say of these Companies, 
that they nobly performed their duty as defenders 
of the Union, and none have a brighter record than 
they. We have not mentioned the names of the 
many who lost their lives by disease, contracted in 
malarial swamps, or caused by the excessive heat 
of the “Sunny South,’’ as it would occupy more 
space than can be given, and if we attempted to go 
into details, we would fall short of doing justice to 
those brave boys. | 

There were many who went from Wilton in other 
Regiments, but as we have no list, we are obliged to 
omit thelr names. 

In the interval between the times of enlistment of 
these two Companies, to-wit: In the year 1862, a 
draft was talked of, and a notice was given that 
every person between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years must report to the Medical Board at 
Muscatine to be examined as to their ability to do 
military duty, and it was during this examination: 
that the remarkable discovery was made that all 
but two, who were able-bodied men had enlisted; or 
in other words, that there were only two able-bodied 
men in Wilton. ee 

Many laughable incidents in connection with this 
examination could be written, but we forbear. 

In 1862 the Soldiers’ Aid Society, of Wilton town- 
ship was organized and worked earnestly and effect- 
ually in the good cause. The officers of this Society 
were, Wm. McNaghten, President, F. P. Hubbert, 
secretary, A. J. Friend, J. LU. Reed, and D. Mahanna, 
Relief Committee. This Committee raised, within a 
day or two, the sum of $675 in cash, and through the 
years of 1862—-3—4, in cash and donatons, over 
$1,500.00. In 1862, J. M. Smith encouraged enlist- 
ments, by paying $2.00 to every volunteer, and at 
une time paid out $108.00. , 

The ladies of Wilton took an active part, and main- 
tained during the War, an organization, forming a 
part of the County Santtary Commission, Few can 
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call to mind the entire list of ladies who belonged. 
The following are the names of a few who perhaps, 
by taking a more active part, are remembered: 

| Mrs. 8. Dodge, Mrs. M. K. Pomeroy, who were 
Presidents, Mrs. I. K. Terry, Mrs. James Ledger- 
wood, who were Treasurers, Mrs. D. Burk, who was 
Corresponding Secretary from the first, Mesdames 
McNaghten, Pratt, McIntire and Hobert. Many 
others took an active part, and at frequent intervals 
would meet at Mrs. Burk’s or Mrs.:MelIntire’s and 
make piccalilli, pick lint, make bandages, and other 
needed hospital necessaries, for which many a sol- 
dier thanked the unknown benefactors. 

Mrs. Dodge learning that pillows were a scarce 
and much needed article in the hospitals, donated a 
fine feather bed, and the ladies met at Mrs. McIn- 
tire’s and made a great number of small pillows out 
of it. As a sample of how those noble men remem- 
bered their benefactors, when they knew. whom to 
credit, we cite the following incident as related to us 
by Mrs. Burk: | 

A Company of Soldiers from Cedar county were 


~ taken Into private houses and given a good meal of 


victuals. Nine were taken in by Mr. D. Burk, and 
when through with their meal, wished to pay for it, 
but Mr. Burk refused, only requesting that they 
should report, when they returned home from the 
War. Years after, agreeable to promise,.a gentle- 


man ¢called upon Mr. Burk, and reported that he was 


one of two who survived, of the number who were 
entertained by him, and he called to renew thanks 
for himself and his seven slain comrads. 

Going back to 1860 again, we notice the following 
persons who came to Wilton & engaged in business: 

EK. E. Bacon commenced to clerk for Frank Bacon 
and continued until 1867, when he opened a hard- 
ware store. He sold out to Messrs. Hall & Kizer in 
the spring of 1875, and removed to Los Angelos, . 
Cal., for his health. 

Mr. A. I’. Strickland, who engaged in the harnes 
and agricultural implement business with Mr. John 
Addis. 

In 1861, C. Hucke started in the harness business 
and continued until 1868, since which time he has 
followed the butchering business. 

In 1862, A. V. Jewell commenced in the grocery 
business, and sold out to Earhart & Hixon in ’63. 
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In 1863, the order of A. F. & A. M., Wilton Lodge 
No. 167, was organized, with James H. Leech W.M. 

In the fall of ’63, Messrs. Brigham & Romulous 
Reed started in the dry goods business, in the brick 
store, corner of Cedar and Fourth Streets, previous- 
ly occupied by Mr. Dodge, and continued until 1866, 
when they closed out and moved away. 

In this year Earhart & Hixon bought the grocery 
business of A. V. Jewell, and continued until 1866, 
when they sold out to N. Michaels. 7 

F, Miller engaged in grain buying this year, and 
in the years 1866—9, carried on a general merchan- 
dise business, in the G. A. R. building, and after- 
wards where the Grange store now is. 

In 1864, Wilton township was cleared from draft 
by paying the sum of $1,800. 

In this year Wm. Bacon commenced to clerk for 
i’. Bacon, and in 1876, started in the clothing busi- 
ness with A. C. Cooper, in the brick building south 
of the bank. 

Mr. L. Davis, also, came this year, and carpentered 
until 1869, since which time he has been engaged in 
the furniture business. | 

L. L. Lane arrived this year in April, and bought 
out the drug business of M. K. Pomeroy, which busi- 
ness he has continued most of the time up to the 
present. ji 

Mr. 8. Strohm started in the lumber. business this | 
year, and kept his yard where F. Bacon’s two brick 
store building's now stand. 

Among the commences of 1865, were G. M. Fren-_ 
zel, who built his present place of residence and — 
place of business, where he has since kept saloon. 

Dr. Fuller, who remained until 1866. _- 

Mr. G. Graaf, who started a tailoring business, af- 
terwards adding merchant tailoring, which  busi- 
ness is now being carried on by his sons, Henry and 
Herman. 

C. Thomsen, who started in the boot and shoe 
business, and whose sign is now to be seen on Fourth 
Street. | 

John Wise, who started in the tin and stove busi- 
ness, which business he followed until 1872, when 
he sold out and engaged in the employ of the C., 
be fe at. It, 7 

John Wiley moved up from Muscatine, and opened 
in the grocery business, and in. the spring com- 
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menced to act as agent for the United States Ex- 
press Company, which occupations he follows at the 
present time. 

In this year, J.J. Rider, seeing the need of better 
faeilities for handling erain, erected the first eleva- 
tor building on the ground now occupied by Dow’s | 
elevator. | 

A. ©. Blizzard started the first clothing store in 
this year, In company with Aaron Crisman, on the 
corner of Cedar & Fourth Streets, in the frame built 
by Mr. Welcher, for a drug store. Mr. Blizzard was 
one of the early comers. About the year 1856, he 
worked for Mr. Wildasin, on his farm a mile south 
of town, afterwards was employed by J. J. Rider, 
and still later by F. Bacon, as clerk until the War, 
when he enlisted in Company D, Eleventh Iowa. He 
served his time, was promoted to a Lieutenancy, 
and re-enlisted for another three years. Mr. Bliz- 
zard purchased the interest of Mr. Crisman, and con- 
tinued the business until the fire of August 20th 
1874, burned him out of business. 

We omitted to mention the name of Joseph Ours, 
when speaking of 186], and will now say that. Mr. 
Ours started a livery stable in connection with the 
hotel, then called the Wilton House, but afterwards 
called the Ours House. He also took an interest in 
the hotel business with D. Harker, who was at that 
time proprietor. In July, 1867, Mr. Ours commenced 
‘running the Tipton Hack, and carrying the mails be- 
tween these points, and continued four years. In 
1873, he again: took the hotel, then called the Reed 
House, and carried on the hotel business until De- 
cember, 1875, at which time he sold out to Aaron 
Baggs, who was landlord until the hotel burned 
April 19th, 1876. 

In 1866, considerable business was done in Wilton 
and a number of valuable improvements made. 

Of the men who became identified with the busi- 
ness interests of Wilton this year, were A. W. Stryk- 
er, who, in company with L. H. Covell, started in the 
dry goods business, in the corner brick lately oc- 
cupied by the Farmers’ & Citizens’ Bank. Mr, Stryk- 
er afterwards bought Mr. Covell’s interest in the 
store and continued two or three years in his own 
name his son, Charles Stryker doing the business. 

Wm. Griswold, who with his wife, Mrs. Julia Gris- 
wold, carried on the millinery business until his 
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death in July gg ’74. 

Fred. Frieden, who opened a saloon, and continued 
in the same place until the fire of ’74. | 

In the summer of this year, the Collegiate Insti- 
tute building was built. It was then called Wilton 
Seminary, and was built by a joint stock company. 

In the fall, the Grand Army of the Republie Hall 
was built by the returned soldiers of the late War. 
It is the building now owned by the Wilton Free 
Masons, and known now as Masonic Hall. 

At the same time J. L. Reed erected the second 
elevator, a short distance west of the one built by > 
Mr. Rider, and on the same side of the railroad. 

Numerous other buildings and tmprovements 
were made, work and money plenty, and Wilton 
again basked in the sunshine of prosperity. 

It was no uneommon thing to see Cedar Street 
filled with farm wagons for the distance of two 
blocks waiting to discharge their loads into the ele- 
yvators, and often the jam of wagons would continue 
until late in the night. 

The following year, 1867, was as good, and during 
this year J. L. Reed built his brick bank building 
and started a private bunking business, which he 
carried on very successfully until his death. ; 

Dr. Wm. Ross, also, at the same time, built his fine 
three-story brick store, opposite Mr. Reed’s, on 
Cedar Street. 

In 1867, the following persons commenced in busi- 
ness, and became residents of Wilton. — 

Di. W. H. Baxter, who came from Moscow, where 
he had practiced Medicine since 1852. 

Dr. C. E. Witham, from Ohio, who opened an office 
in Ross’ building, where he continues to hold forth. . 

G. W. Rummel, who commenced and carried on a 
tinning and stove business, until he sold out to Os- 
—¢ar Shaw, in 1872. In 1874 he took a half-interest 
with Mr. Shaw, and early in ’76, sold his interest, 
and soon after engaged in the dry goods and grocery 
business, with M. G. Witmer, they buying H. W. 
Seott’s business and good will. 

C. B. Strong, who, on January Ist, purchased of 
T. Lewis, the stock of groceries formerly owned by 
Mr. Jewell. Mr. Strong still continues in the busi- 
ness, | 

D. Ruff, who started in the boot and shoe business 
and still continues. 
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George Stemm, who embarked in: the harness bus3i- 
ness, which occupation he still follows. 

I’. C. Conant, who, in November, started a photo- 
vraph gallery, in the building occupied by Mr. Stry- 
ker’s store. | 

J. H. Fox, who in the spring, started a lumber 
yard, and in the year 1870, went into the livery busi- 
ness, and also ran the hack to Tipton, and earried 
the mails until July ist, 1875. 

In August of this year, the first newspaper was 
started, under the name of ‘‘Wilton Chronicle,’ 
edited and published by Baker & Thompson. | 

In the spring of 1868, J. L. Reed sold his elevator 
to J. G. Lyford & Co. The firm was J.G. Lyford and 
D. T. Gilman. These gentlemen bought and shipped 
grain, and Mr. Reed, for a time, withdrew from the 
vrain business. 

The same season, M. C. Ott bought the meat mar- 
ket business of John Thede, and carrying on the 
business (excepting a short interval) until he sold 
out his business to the Farmers’ Butchering Asso- 
ciation, May Ist, 1875. 

H. W. Scott also started in business this” year. 
Ile bought F. Miller’s stock of dry goods and grocer- 
ies, which were then contained in the building now 
occupied by the Grange store. Mr. Scott continued 
until the spring of 1876, when he sold out to Rummel 
& Witmer, his store then being In’ Butterfield’s 
brick building, corner of Cedar and Fourth Streets. 
This year, Dr. Woodhouse opened, for a short 

time, an office in Wilton, but poor health soon 
obliged him to retire. 

The first event of the year 1869, was the burning 
of J. G. Lyford & Co.’s elevator, in January, which 
took fire about four o’clock in the morning and by 
day-break was a heap of smoking ruins together 
with several thousand bushels of grain. It was only 
by the most desperate efforts that: Mr. Rider’s ele- 
vator was saved. , 

In April of this year, J. E. Myers started a second 
hardware store in B. F. Tufts’ building, south of Dr. 
Ross’ drug store. 

W. A. Cooper became a resident of Wilton this 
“year, and engaged in various occupations; was tn the | 
mereantile business with C. Witmer in 1871—2. He 
‘afterwards clerked for I. Bacon, and early in 1876, 
engaged in the clothing business with W. H. Bacon. 
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Phe oe Sheets, also, came this year, and in 1873, 
bought the livery business Ord. Hi Fox, and still 
carries on the business. 

aS 1870, J. J. Rider sold his elevator to C. H. & 

fo Dow, who have since carried on the business. 

ee the summer of this year, F. Bacon built the fine 
double brick store building, on the corner of Cedar 
and Fourth Streets, now occupied by his dry goods 
store, and the hardware store of O. Shaw. 

In 1872, A. N. VanCamp bought an interest in D. 
A. W. Perkins’ law and insurance business, and not 
long afterwards bought Mr. Perkins’ entire interest. 
We should have stated that Mr. Perkins moved to 
Wilton from Durant about the year 1868; was the 
first Mayor of Wilton, and held that office until he 
removed from town in the year of 1872. 

In 1872, M. C. Ott built the brick meat market on 
south side of Fourth street. 

In this year, Dr. A. A. Cooling located in Wilton, 
and entered into partnership with Dr. Witham in. 
the practice of medicine. 

Dr. A. O. Mudge arrived the same year, and has 
practiced dentistry to the present. 

QO. Shaw purchased an interest with Mr. Rummel! 
in the tin and stove business this year. 

In the spring of 1878, Messrs. Warren and Thomas 
Witham built a flax mill in the south-west part of 
town, and encouraged farmers to cultivate flax. The 
enterprise, though meeting at first with fair suc- 
cess. was abandoned after the second season, on ac- 
count of the removal of the import duty on jute, 
which immediately took the place of flax to a great . 
extent and lowered the value of flax so much as to 
render its production unprofitable. 

The events of 1874 will always be remember ed 
with special interest by those who had their homes 
in Wilton. The first event was the discovery of the 
fossil remains of the Wilton Mastodon, which was 
discovered and dug up a short distance south of the 
corporation line, on the 20th day of June, A. D. 
1874. What gives especial importance to this discov- . 
ery is that the bones are the largest ever found. The 
length of the scapula (shoulder blade) is three feet 
und five inches long, and two feet and five inches 
wide in the widest place, and weighs fifty and one- 
half pounds. Some of the vertebrae measured eight 
and one-half inches in diameter. Only a part of the 
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ihe Then it did begin to look as if Wilton must 
yurn! ; ; 

Attacked both in side and rear, the buildings 
north of Steiner’s fronting on Cedar. Street were 
taken In quick succession. First, Ilingsworth’s two 
small frames—one occupied by Pearno’s barber shop 
and the other by a harness shop. Next, Graaf & 
Sons’ two-story frame, occupied by Graaf Brothers, 
with a large stock of clothing, most of which was 
saved. Then there was a narrow street where one 
more desperate attempt was made to stay the 
flames. But there was no organization, but little 
water and comparatively no facilities, and the will- 
ing and brave men were soon forced to give over 
the unequal contest. 

‘‘Save the east side!’’ was now the cry, ‘‘or the 
whole town will go!’’ The undertaking looked al- 
inost hopeless. Opposite the raging fire was a row 
of wooden buildings with fire-traps of awnings 
reaching out, and as it were inviting destruction. 
Men threw water upon them while the heat would 
permit them to stay in the street, and then opened 
doors to dash it out, or poured it down from over 
the roofs, which were now well occupied. This, to- 
vether with a most fortunate change of the wind 
from south-west to south, under Providence won the 
battle. But all this time the hungry fire was march- 
ing on up the west side of the street, and much 
more rapidly than we are telling it. Fred. Frieden’s 
two-story frame, occupied as a saloon below and a 
dwelling above, was quickly run over to catch the | 
old frame building with a brick front, belonging to 
J. L. Reed, and occupied by G. T. Coffee for a gen- 
eral store. A two-story brick also belonging to Mr. 
Reed, and occupied below by the Grange store was 
next. Into the upper part of this Dr. Mudge had 
but a day or two moved both his dental office and 
residence. He lost nearly everything; part of the 
woods below were saved. The fine and handsomely 
finished brick occupied by Reed’s Bank was the next 
victim. The cashier took the money and most valu- 
able books and papers from the vault, and locked it 
up to care as it might for the remainder. U. P. 
~Seovil’s book store and restaurant followed into the 
fiery baptism, so rapidly that very little was saved; 
and the same was the case with Hubbert’s, also a 
frame. Mr. F.C. Conant, who lived up stairs, had 
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bones were recovered. A portion of them are now in 
the possession of Dr. Witham, but the greatest por- 
tion, and the finest specimens were purchased by 
Prof. Woodman and taken away. | 
On the 7th day of June, 1874, the. Farmers’ & 
‘Citizens’ Bank was organized and officers elected. 


weeks by the best business men in Wilton and vicin- 
Ity, a majority of them being well-to-do farmers, 
which at once made the new institution reliable and 
very popular. 

Thursday, the 20th day of August, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, will be an epoch 
in the annals of Wilton. The town had just entered 
upon a fall business of unexampled prosperity. The 
products of thousands of surrounding fertile acres, 
«attracted by the excellent prices and shipping facil- 
ities here, had begun to pour through this gateway 
to the East, and business of every kind quickened 
under the impulse of dollars thus thrown into circu- 
lation. Wednesday was a field day, and Thursday 
was fast following in its wake, when suddenly, at a 
few minutes before three o’clock, the ever dreaded 
ery of fire!—now rendered doubly dreadful by in- 
stant consciousness of the parched condition of 
everything and the absence of any adequate means 
of resistance rang through the streets! 

The fire began in Reed & Dow’s elevator, on 
Third, or railroad street. The cause is not certainly 
known. It is generally attributed to sparks from a 
locomotive, but there are those who affirm that the 
fire was first inside the building. The dense black 
smoke drifted up and across a little east of north, 
hanging like a pall over the now thoroughly alarm- 
ed village. Flames soon followed the smoke and 
wrapped the tall building from foundation to roof- 
ridge, the wind, which quickened with the heat, 
{flinging them over the narrow street in such a man- 
ner as to speedily disperse the brave men who were 
on the roofs of Steiner’s buildings making’ unavail- 
ing efforts to save them. Other men were striving 
to save the valuable steam elevator a few rods west 
belonging to J. G. Lyford, but all to no purpose. It | 
was but a few pregnant moments after the seizure 
of Steiner’s buildings before the frame tenements 
oceupied by Rexroth, Lantry and Opitz, and then 
the elevator opposite them, were a seething mass of 
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an ill wife to remove and lost a good part of his fur- 
niture. Another frame belonging to D. T. Gilman, 
and occupied by C. J. Hutchinson with a large and 
valuable drug stock—-but little of which was saved; 
then Blizzard’s Clothing Store, and then another 
street and another chance for life. 

And here the successful fight to which we have al- 
luded on the east was supplemented by a like effort 
on the north, and with the aid of the streets and 
brick buildings on both opposite corners, the hungry 
fire was compelled to take a large dwelling in the 
rear of Blizzard’s, belonging to John Wicke, and be 
content. But all this time ‘flying brands had been 
threatening buildings in almost every part of town 
Men, women and children were watching—and sav- 
ing—their homes. But the German Lutheran church 
some three blocks from the fire, and one of the best 
church buildings in the city, seems to have been un- 
noticed till too late; the parsonage, which was close 
by , going with it. This concludes the sorry enumer- 
ation, and does not represent the events of much 
more than a single hour after the first alarm was 
given. The Davenport Fire Department was tele- 
vraphed for help within fifteen minutes after the 
fire was discovered, but although they made all 
haste to respond by a special train that made twen- 
ty-five miles in twenty-four minutes, the fire had 
substantially run its course when the Fire King 
steamer and Rescue hand engine arrived. They went 
manfully at work and exhausted the supply of wat- 
er in playing upon the vault of Reed’s Bank and the 
piles of burning grain for an hour or more. They did 
all they could and did it willingly and promptly, im- 
pressing all both with their gentlemanliness and ef- 
ficiency. Their prompt effort in our behalf, as well 
as that of Superintendent Kimball, and railway 
company, was we think, fully appreciated by the . 
citizens of the town. 

The losses and insurance we have been at consid- 
erable pains to collate as correctly as is consistent 
with the excitement attendant upon such an event, 
and think the following statement is full and sub- 
stantially reliable: 
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Cirmiany: tay tant ee Oo ey 5,000 2.000 
Steiner’s brick and stone buildings — 4,000 1,000 
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No small damage was sustained from the heat by 
buildings opposite the fire, some of the occupants of 
which showed grit enough to lock up thei goods 
and direct their endeavors to the checking of the 
fire. Much damage also resulted to stocks of goods 
which were summarily moved from buildings that 
did not burn. The day was unusually warm, which, 
added to the heat of the fire, made the air in the 
streets of our burning town almost unendurable. 
Fortunately a great many teams came in from the 
country, and were the means of saving nearly all 
of the stocks from the burning buildings. 

The night that followed the day was a’sad one to 
many who had lost all, and a busy one to many-more 
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who were gathering their household goods from all 
corners of the town, for a great many dwellings had 
heen deserted, as it seemed at one time as though 
the whole town would burn. 

The next morning presented a sad sight—smoking 
ruins covering what had been the day before the 
busiest and most valuable part of Wilton. But: en- 
couragement was soon given by Mr. J. L. Reed, who, 
while the standing walls of his bank were still hot, 
set teams to work hauling material for new build- 
ings and was the first to commence rebuilding, fol- 
lowed almost simultaneously by the rest, and in less 
than three months the district so cleanly burned 
over was rebuilt with better and larger buildings 
than those destroyed. 

During the year 1874, the people of Kansas and 
Nebraska suffered severly from the devastation . 
caused by the grasshopper plague, and called for 
help from the more fortunate sister states. lowa 
responded nobly to the call, and no town in Iowa 
did more to aid the sufferers, than Wilton. Large 
donantions of clothing, provisions, and seed, were 
forwarded, amounting in all to over a thousand 
dollars. In one day, November 26th, the day of 
National thanksgiving, there was raised at a fes- 
tival and supper, given by the Ladies’ ‘Aid Society, 
$157.00; at the Congregational church $15.00; and 
at the Lutheran church $34.00, making in all a 
cash collection of $206.50, raised in one day. The 
people of Wilton have always responded liberally 
in ald of the unfortunate. 

The year 1875 presents few items of importance 
other than those of every day occurrence. The 
Inost Important was the building of the new brick 
Public School Building. A vote was taken at the 
general school election, March 8th, on the question 
of issuing $10,000 in school bonds for the building 
of a new school building. The result of the vote was 
for bonds and tax, 131; aganst bonds and tax 126; 
majority for bonds and tax, 5. Work was commenced 
on July 17th, 1875, and on December 50th following, 
the building was completed and formally opened by 
a dedicatory address by Judge Brannan,of Mus- 
catine. | | 
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July 26th, J. G. Sharp purchased the City Mills of 
the estate of Wm. McNaghten. 

During this year our town calaboose was re 
and two fine brick store buildings on the west side 
of Cedar Street, the first on the corner of Fourth 
und Cedar streets where A. C. Blizzard’s clothing 
store stood before the fire, and the other on the 
a ae of Cedar Street between Frieden’s and 
rraaf. 

-In the afternoon of the 4th day of November, a 
calamity befell our town, through an accident that 
happened to Mr. J. L. Reed, which terminated in 
his death at an early hour the next morning. Mr. 
Reed was driving in his buggy, and when near the 
residence of Owen Sayas, his horse became fright- 
ened and unmanageable, by which Mr. Reed was 
thrown violently to the ground, causing Injuries 
which terminated, as stated, in his death. Mr. Reed 
had, for a number of years, been one of the leading 
and most enterprising business men of Wilton, and 
to him, more than any other one person, is the 
town indebted to for its speedy recovery from the . 
fire of the previous year. M1. Reed came to Wilton 
in the spring of 1857, and engaged in business with 
a limited amount of means, and in the compara- 
tively short time of eighteen years had amassed a 
considerable fortune. 

In April of this year, Dr. C. M. Hobby estabi@hied 
nis home with us and opened an office over the bank. 
Mr. Hobby had, some two years previous, opened an. 
office in Wilton, but after a practice of a year, re- 
moved to Michigan. 

In the fall of this year, P. S. Hollingsworth pur- 


chased the book store and restaurant business: OL Us. 


P. Scovil. 

January First, of the Centéanial year, was ush- 
ered in by ringing of bells and blowing of steam 
whistles. It is doubtful that another town in the 
State of the same size, could, or did, out-do Wilton 
in those outward manifestations of patriotism. Wil- 
ton, as a town, had seen but little more than one- 
fifth of the one hundred years, (the age of our 
Republic,) yet our town at this time is a city 

compared to those of the times we celebrate this 
Centennial year. With a population of thirteen 
hundred and forty-four (exclusive of North Wilton, 
which is out of the corporate limits) and with 
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about forty business houses, six churches, and two 
new ones contemplated, and since built. With a 
fine new Public High School building, and a Col- 
legiate Institute, the peop: had every reason to 
rejoice. 

In February, Messrs. Hall & Kizer sold their hard- 
ware and agricultural business to W. F. Hayford of 
Durant. 

In March, the two papers published in Wilton— 
the ‘‘Exponent”’ and ‘‘Herald’’ —-were consolidated 
and a new paper—the ‘‘Review’’—started. 

These close the principal events down to the 
Fourth of July, 1876, the time designed to close our 
history. We have found it impossible to include a~* 
mention of all and everything that has been said 
and done during nearly a quarter of a century in 
a pamphlet the size of this, and many subjects of 
interest have been unintentionally, and others 
unavoidably omitted. 

Hoping that our readers will pardon us for any de- 
ficlencies they may discover, we will close by giv- 
ing an account of the manner Wilton celebrated the 
Centennial Fourth—a day long to be remembered 
by our citizens. We copy the account as given in the 

‘‘Review’’ of the 6th. 


CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


The tribute given by Wilton Tuesday to the gen- 
eral observance was one that far surpassed anything . 
of the kind ever held in the city. Immense prepar- 
ations were made by our citizens in the way of dec- 
orating the streets and business houses, and even 
private residences were gaily adorned with the na- 
tional colors. 

Although no particular outburst of enthusiasm 
vreeted the day’s dawning, the early presence upon 
our streets of our people indicated their intention 
to appropriately observe the day. The heavy rain of 
Monday night rendered the streets muddy and had 
a tendency to dampen the ardor of the most patriot- 
ic, and this attended by other resultant, but evident- 
ly unintentional opposition, would no doubt upon 
ordinary occasions have caused the most patriotic to 
abandon due observance, double the preparations 
having’ been made to the contrary. 

Marly the people began to flock into town In wag- 
ons, buggies, on horseback and on foot, until Cedar, 
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Fourth and Railroad streets Wieneetse a spectacle 


never before witnessed, even standing room being | 


at a premium—-a mass of human beings surging to. 


and fro. Add to this the magnificent display of flags, 
festoons and archways of evergreens and flowers, 
the snap of the never-absent torpedo, the meeting 
of friends and the pleasant seemliness of every one, 
you have a scene that the isolated observer could 
not help but look upon with pride. Our farmer 
friends all celebrated this day and celebrated it by 
attending their own celebration. We have no data 
upon which to calculate the number present, but 


take the universal opinion i a E916 


crowd ever in Wilton at one time. 


At nine o’clock our excellent indepeaeton? 46 


Band appeared upon the streets and by playing na- 
tional airs brought the people together and at the 
same time awakened them to the business of the 
hour. The rain had made the grounds very wet and 


Se 


the question was asked, where shall we celebrate? A | 


meeting of the committee of arrangements was 
called and it was decided that it would be imprac- 
ticable to have the exercises at the grounds, and 
the announcement was immediately made that at 
one o’clock the exercises of the day would be com- 
menced at the School House Hall. This did not 
meet with universal approval, for it was manifest 
that all were desirous of participating, and a place 
that only gave accommodations for 600 or 700 was 
not a fit place for twenty times that number to 
attempt to observe this grand day, and at 11 
0 ‘clock the President of the Day, put the question, 

‘‘shall we celebrate at the grounds?’’ and the em- 
phatic positive response ealled forth the order, 
“form a procession,’’ and in a few minutes Marshal 
Stevenson, and his energetic assistant, Oscar Shaw, 
had a line formed on Fourth Street that for gor- 
~geousness of appearance and size was a grand 
feature of the day. The procession began its line 


of march and in fifteen minutes the city had as--— 


sumed its Sunday appearance, so far as the number 
of people were concerned. 

A pleasant ride, made shorter by the musie given: 
by the Band, brought the people to the beautiful 
erounds: Here was found a most attractive place: 
fitted up by nature with the assistance of the com- 


mittee the former doing her part by providing an: 
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excellent grove of Sib covered with her favorite 
color, a welcome one and the latter completing the 
aecoration with flags and banners. A large stand 
had been erected, a fag raised to the height of near- 
ly a hundyed feet, above the trees, and ‘everything 
neccessary for comfort and enjoyment. As soon as 
ihe grounds were reached, the hour having arrived, 
each person spread the banquet that had been pre- 
pared, and the ordei of the hour was a basket din- 
ner, | 

After dinner a little incident happened that, at 
the time caused no little anxiety as to the result. 
She Band had gathered upon the platform, and of 
course the usual humber of small boys and boys not 
so small were in attendance. The weight proved too 
much for the platform and down it came with its 
precious load. But as no one was hurt, the little ex- 
citement it caused soon abated. A platform was hast- 
ily made upon a couple of wagons and the business 
of the afternoon commenced. The President called 
the audience together in a few well pointed remarks, 
extending a hearty welcome to all who had come to 
participate in the exercises of the day. Judging by 
the crowd there is much of the spirit of ’76 yet in 
the country. The world is looking upon us with in- 
tense interest and we must make a record that will 
be a credit to a mighty nation. 

The Band played ‘‘Red, White and Blue,’’ after 
which Rev. A. G. Martyn offered up a fervent pray- 
ey to the Ruler of all nations that he protect and 
prosper us in the future as he has in the past. 

J. Edwin MelIntire then read the Declaration of 
Independence in a clear and intelligent manner. Per- 
sons who heard the Elder McIntire read this same 
document twenty years ago at our first celebration, 
say that reading Tuesday was far superior to that 
of ’56. No reflections, of course, upon Mr. Me.’s 
ability | 

Next ‘‘Hail Columbia’’ was nicely executed by the 
Band. The orator of the day, Prof. G. 5. Bradley, 
was next introduced and delivered one of the most 
interesting and instructive orations ever listened to 
by our citizens. ER 

The history of Wilton was then delivered by 
frank Bacon, Hsq., and notwithstanding the faet of 
the short notice this gentlem in had, he gave a very 
full account of our town’s history: from he first. 
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Owing to the lateness of the hour but a few of the 
toasts were responded to. Mr. VanCamp, _ toast- 
master, Introduced Capt. Felix W. Doran, who re- 
sponded to the toast, ‘‘The Day we celebr ate,’ peti. 
pleasant manner. He gloried in the fact that we had 
it day of so much event to celebrate. 

kix-Mayor Harker gave the toast, ‘‘The President 
of the United States.” and responded to it in a man- 
ner that pleased all. 

‘“The defenders of the Union-—May their memor- 
les ever be cherished,’’ as a toast, was well cared for 
by Mi. J.E. Stevenson, whose experience as a de- 
fender gave him the requisite knowledge how to 
speak feelingly of our brave soldiers. 

Robert McGuire spoke of the “Army and Navy.’’ 
‘his was a very enthusiastic and inspiring response, 
and every one listened with intense interest and 
manifested their feeling by frequent applause. 

The Band played another good air and the audi- 
ence dispersed, and the exercises of the day were 
over. Everybody came to town and our streets were 
again almost impassable, so great was the crowd. 


After the crowd had assembled in town the com- 


pany of Fantastics appeared upon our streets under 
the leadership of Com. Tonig Baluskino. The animals 
forming this procession will ever be remembered as 
the most hideous and ugly lovking creatures ever 
brought together to please a public. 

Festivals were now in their height of, business and 


the centers of attraction seemed to be these two 


places 

The. magnificent display of fireworks were gece 
upon in wonder by a countless multitude of human 
beings, and the display was a success so far as per- 


fectness of conducting is concerned, but the same- - 


ness of the display was remarked by all—not enough 
of a variety to keep up the interest long. 

In the evening a gay company assembled at Ross’ 
Hall and under the direction of Prof. Ostrander, en- 
Joyed the pleasure of tripping gayly to the sound of 
wood music until a late hour. 

Thus our Centennial Fourth was spent, and it 
sives no little pleasure to record it as being so much 
of a success. Not a single case of improper conduct 
was noted. No drunkenness, no ill feeling, nothing 
to mar the pleasure of any one. This fact is due to 
the determination of our officers to rigidly enforce 
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the law. Everybody saw and enjoyed what they 
will never see or enjoy again—the Centennial obser- 
vation of American. Independence. } 

After the conclusion of the history of the growth 
and prosperity of Wilton we will add a short his- 
tory of the Press and each of the several church or- 
ganizations which are of special importance in all 
communities, as they reflect the culture and morals 
of the people. 


WILTON PRESS 


Among the foremost of the important events, con- 
nected with the history of Wilton, was the publi- 
cation of the first newspaper. The consummation of 
an enterprise of this kind had been forestalled by 
the needs and desires of the business interests for a_ 
meduim of communication with the country and 
towns adjacent; and moreover the fact that a town 
so thrifty and prosperous as ours, should enjoy 
means for heralding its advantages abroad, was duly 
recognized. 

Until the summer of 1867, no one had been in- 
duced to make the venture of starting a paper here. 
But in the month of August of that year, Mr. Chas. . 
Baker, of Wheatland, then publishing the ‘‘Clinton 
County Advocate,’’ and a newspaper man of some 
years’ experience, visited Wilton and consulted with 
our business men upon the subject, receiving much 
encouragement. He returned to Wheatland to settle 
his business at that place and return as soon as pos- 
sible. In the second week in October, the first num- 
her of the ‘‘Wilton Chronicle,’’ came out, Messr. 
Baker & Thompson, editors and proprietors—Mr. 
Baker having associated M. H. Thompson in the 
business with him. It was a seven-column_ paper, 
published entirely at home. In appearance it was 
very creditable and the matter it contained was pre- 
pared with care, having reference chiefly to the af- 
fairs of the town. This first number contained an 
interesting description of the business of the town 
—a history of the business men and their establish- . 
ments. 

Of this first number, there were one thousand 
copies printed, and yet the demand exceeded the 
supply. 

Among the most extensive advertisers were, 
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Irank Bacon, E. EK. Bacon, A. C. Blizzard, C. B. Strong 
and Addis & ‘Strickland. 

The ‘‘Chronicle’’ was neutral in polities, but was 
well edited and newsy, and was attended with as 
vood a degree of prosperity as usually falls to the 
jot of embryo country journals. 

In March, 1868, the name C. D. Eaton apucared as 
associate editor’ ‘At this time there were employed 
in the office, S. J. Mathes, Giles O. Pearce and Jesse 


Markee. 


During the ensuing season, the paper was con- 
ducted with great vigor—the Presidential canvass 
between Grant & Colfax and Seymur & Blair. The 
billows of party polities ran high, and the publishers 
of the *‘Chronicle”’ desiring to soar above a neutral 
position, communicated their intention to make 
their paper “‘fearlessly and implacably Republican.’’ 

Accordingly about the first of June it took the po- 
sition indicated and amid varied vicissitudes and 
changes, maintained it to the close of its career. 


In the autumn of that year, after election, Mr. 
Thompson withdrew from the firm, and the firm of 
Baker & Eaton continued the publication of the 
‘‘Chronicle’’ till the spring of 1859, in the meantime 
starting the West Liberty ‘‘Enterprise.’’ 

In May of this year, while the firm remained the 
same, the two members divided their labors, Mr. Ba- 
ker remaining with the ‘‘Chronicle,’® while Mr. Ea- 
ton gave his time to the ‘‘Enterprise.”’ 

In September, 1869, the firm of Baker & Eaton: 
was dissolved—Mr. Baker being left sole editor and 
proprietor. 

Early in the winter, Mr. Baker sold the office to 
Henry C. Ashbaugh, who conducted the ‘‘Chroni- 
cle’’ as editor and publisher for nearly a year. 

In the meantime—June, 1860—-Mr. Eaton return- 
_ ed and commenced the publication of a second paper, 
which he called ‘‘The True Republican.”’ 

Mr. Eaton sueceeded tolerably well in this enter- 
prise, and in January, 1871, he purchased of Mr. 
Ashbaugh the subscription list and good will of the 

‘“‘Chronicle.’’ The two papers were consolidated by 
Mr. Haton as the ‘Republican and Chronicle” until 
May of that year, when he sold the entire establish- 
ment to C. Ek. Cheesbro, who reduced the size of the 
paper and re-christened it the Wilton ‘‘Chronicle.’” 
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Early in the fall of that year, the paper was again 
sold to Mr. Baker, and in the following winter, Mr. 
Baker took as a partner, H. J. Vail, who continued 
about a year, when he withdrew, and Mr. Baker was 
sole owner again until August, 1873, when he leased 
the office to Messr. G. O. & G. B. Pearce for one 
year. In July, 1874, they changed the name from | 
‘“Chronicle to ‘‘Herald’’ Thus perished the old name 
—only this and nothing more. During the adminis- 
tration of the Pearce Bros., valuable additions were 
made to the material of the office so much that 
when Mr. Baker took his away they had sufficient 
for every purpose. When their term of lease expired 
they purchased the subscription list and good will 
and continued the publication until November 23d, 
1874, when they sold to J. E. Stevenson. 

In the month of August, 1874, J. M. Rider & Co., 
established a second paper, called the Wilton ‘‘Ex- 
ponent,’’ the first number of which appeared Fri- 
day, August 21st, the next day after the great fire. 
Both papers continued publication until March 10th, 
1876, when they were consolidated, and the names 
“Herald” and ° ‘Exponent,’’ were merged into the 
‘‘Review.”’ edited and published by Rider & Steven- 
son, and is the paper now published in Wilton. The 
office is well appointed, is supplied with a good job 
department, and is in every way superior to Lay 
office heretofore in Wilton. 
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CHURCHES OF WILTON 
a ee 
PRESBYTERIAN 
BY REV. A. G. MARTYN 


ane jes hpi a aes was 

—— od iginally a part of the Sugar Creek church, 
sat ace county, which was organized in 

185 

As early as 1855-6, Presbyterian services were 
held in Wilton by Rev. John Hudson—meeting for 
worship in what is now known as Lyceum Hall, the 
old school house on the hill, and elsewhere. 7 

In 1859, Rev. Wm. C. Mason, of Illinois preached 
in Wilton Presbyterian church for six months. 

On May 14th, 1860, the congregation at Wilton 
was set off from Sugar Creek, and by a committee 
of Cedar Presbytery, formally organized into a 
church. The following named persons were orig- 
inal members: J. H. Hobert, D. Burk, J. H. Robin- 
son, B. Kelley, J. Cooper, P. Heinly, R. A. McIntire; 
Mesdames Hobert, Pomeroy, Burk, Harker, Robin- 
son, Cooper, McIntire, Passmore, Parish, Kelley, 
Heinley, and Mason. 

_ In the fall of 1866, the present brick edifice was 
built in Marolf’s addition to Wilton, and was dedi- 
cated in February, 1867. The size of the building is 
32x48 feet, and the cost $2,800. 

In the summer of 1874, the present frame parson- 
age building was built on a half-lot adjoining the 
church, and cost $1,100. The present number of 
active members is seventy-five. | 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
BY REV. W. T. STROBEL 


The church in Wilton was organized in December, 
1856, by the late Rev. John Keisel, and shortly af- 
terwards a small frame church pee was built, in 
size, 24x24, 

In 1867, a fine brick building was erected ae took 
the place of the small frame building for holding ser- 
vices in. A commodious parsonage building: had al-- 
so been erected. 
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Both the church and the parsonage buildings were 
destroyed by the conflagration of August 20th, 1874. 

In 1875, both buildings were rebuilt-—-the church 
building of wood, instead of brick. 


GRACE REFORMED 
BY REV. J. B. SHONTZ 


This church was organized by Rev. J. Riale, Sat- 
urday, April 14th, 1860, in the old public school 
building, where the congregation worshipped at 
first, afterwards in the Congregational and Pres- 
byterian churches. 

The corner stone of the present church edifice 
was laid June 26th, 1870; and October 16th, 1870, 
the new church was dedicated. Its size is 34x52, and 
cost about $3,00G. | 

The congregation at present numbers seventy- 
seven confirmed members and fifty-six baptized, 
unconfirmed members. 


METHODIST 
BY FRANK BACON 


This church originally formed a part of, and was 
embraced in what was called Muscatine Circuit. As 
early as 1856, Rev. Daniel Cartridge preached at 
Bloomington, now Muscatine, services being held in 
« log building used as a post office. 

In 1856, the General Conference divided the Iowa. 
sonferenece, and the towns of Wilton and Moscow 
were made a station. 

Rev. H. Wharton, of Hebron Circuit, Cedar Coun- 
ty, held the first services in Wilton, in the depot, or 
freight house; but on account of the division, Rev. 
lL. Thompson was appointed to the work without 
any missionary appropriation, and upon complaint 
being made by the brethren, Wilton was merged in- 
toe Museatine Circuit, with Rev. John Harris, pastor. 

In 1857, Rev. J, B. Hill conducted a successful-re- 
vival in Wilton, and over fifty persons were received 
in the church. The meetings were held in the Gar- 
retson House (now the Mooney hotel.) 

In 1859, meetings were hela in what is now 
Known as Lyceum Tall. | 

In L860, the present church building was erected 
and dedicated, 
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In 1865, the name of the circuit was changed from 
Muscatine to Wilton Circuit. 

In 1866, it was voted at the fourth Quarterly 
Meeting, to divide the Cireuit, leaving Wilton a sta- 
tion, with regular preaching every Sunday, which 
ivas ‘accordingly done. 
| In 1867, under the labors of Rev. Morey, over 
one hundred members were added to the church. 


| 
FREE WILL BAPTIST 
| | BY REV. CHAS. PAYNE 


- In the spring of 1864, February 20th, this church 
was first organized, with Rev. I. Dotson, as pastor, 
by a committee chosen for that purpose\ The mem- 
bership consisted at that time of eleven members. 

_ Rev. Dotson was relieved November 30th, 1866, 
and Rev. O. E. Baker.took his place, and continued 
until November 22d, 1874, when he was succeeded by 
Rev. Chas. Payne. 

From a membership of eleven, the church has in- 
creased until now the number is one hundred and 
eighteen. ‘i 

The Society have no church building, and have 
since organization, worshipped in the Chapel of the 
Wilton College building. 


CONGREGATIONAL 
BY 8. SOUTHWORTH 


This church was first organized by’ Rev. James 
Berney, in Sugar Creek township, Cedar county, 
duly 9th, 1854, at a meeting In a brick school house, 
near Mr. Evans’ residence, and was to be called the 
First Congregational church of Sugar Creek. 

October 29th, Rev. D. Knowles was ealled to 
officiate as pastor. 

August 3d, 1855, the location of the church was 
changed to Moscow, but tmmediately afterwards 


was again changed and located at Wilton, and at a. 


meeting held at the residence of Rev. Knowles, June 
2(), 1856, new articles of incorporation were sub- 
mitted and adopted, and the name changed to that 
of First Congregational church of Wilton. 

July 13th, 1856, steps were taken to erect a church 
building and August 30th, 1857, the building was 
completed, and services for the first time held in it, 
kev. D. Knowles, pastor. 
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The above advertisements are photoengravings 
of full page ads appearing in the original History 
of Wilton, but are condensed in this re-print to 
conserve space. 
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CATHOLIC 
BY JOHN DORAN 


Some time in the Autumn of 1857, the first Mass 
was celebrated in Wilton, by the Rey. Peter Mahn. 
_ This event took place in the house now owned and 
occupied by John Brown, situated on the eastern 
terminus of Fourth street. | 

The second Mass was eelebrated the following 
spring, in the house now occupied by P. Kent. 

During the summer of 1858, the first church was. 
planned and erected by Rev. Mahn. It was a small 
frame building, and was located in the south part 
of town. 

From this time until 1863, Rev’ds Mahn and Ed- 
monds, of Iowa City, officiated, when Rev. Shana- 
han was located at Wilton, as the first pastor. He 
was succeeded by Rev’ds McGinnis, Laurent, and 
Quigley’. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Quigley, the plans 
for the present brick church were matured and in 
the fall of 1867, the foundation was laid, when Rev. 
Quigley was superceded by Rev. Walsh, who came | 
in November, 1867. 

Shortly after wards Rev. Walsh was superceded by 
Rev. P. A. MeCabe, and during his pastorate the 
ehurch was completed sufficiently to hold services 
therein. 

Rev. McCabe was succeeded by Patrick Welch, 
who officiated until August, 1874, when he died at 
Davenport, from cancer in the stomach. In January 
1875, the present pastor, Rev. N. Dugan, was as- 
signed to the pastorate made vacant by the death 
o1 Rev. Welch. 
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— ©he SHistory of “Wilton 
BEGINNING WITH THE YEAR 1877 


“By SHenry Wildasin. 


tay D. G. Agnew built his home this year, this 

property is now owned by Richard Rochholz. 
G24) Mr. Agnew also built the Drug Store building, 
now known as the Rexall Drug Store and operated 
by J. W. Duffe, Duffe purchasing the stock and fix- 
tures belonging to Ralph Harris, Harris from Shan- 
non, Shannon from Cope, and Cope from Agnew. 
Mr. Agnew died in 1916. 

Mr. J. W. Duffe is also a member of the School 
Board and he is young and energetic. Some of the 
following were born before 1877; Wm. Wacker is a 
blacksmith by trade, operated a shop north of the J. 
H. Wacker Implement Co. until May of 1946 when 
he sold it to Willard Hillyer, a returned war vet- 
eran. Wm. Wacker made his home on East 5th 
street. 

P. J. Wacker was first employed in the Post Office 
under H. EK. Nicolaus, Postmaster, at present he is 
a partner in the J. H. Wacker Implement house. His 
home was built in 1920. Pete is a good hearted 

citizen. 

Elmer Weierhauser is also a son of Wilton. He is 
a barber by trade and his shop is at the corner of 
Cedar and Front Streets. His home is south of the 
school house. — | 

M. J. McDermott came to Wilton in an early day, 

he is a-Marble Cutter by trade, retired, and his 
home is in South Wilton. Matthew is a good natured 
Irishman. 

M. F. McDermott was born in Wilton in the early 
time, he operated a medicine wagon for some time, 
now does a little marble cutting’ at home in South 
Wilton. Mike is a fine fellow. | 

Jess Hanners came to Wilton in the early day 
and resides in South Wilton. 
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HENRY WILDASIN. 


(in his 92d year) 
Photo taken on May 19, 1947 
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1878 | 

The Union Bank of Wilton was organized this 
year with a capital stock of $52,900.00. 

The first officers were Samuel Wildasin, Pres- 
ident; L. L. Lane, Vice President and J. L. Giesler, 
Cashier. 

The office of the bank was first in the Maurer 
Block and it remained there until 1886 when the 
bank bought the property and built the building 
now occupied by the Post Office. 

The old Union Bank of Wilton quit business when 
the Charter expired and the Union Savings Bank 
was organized in 1898 with the following officers, 
A. R. Leith, President; H. Wildasin, Vice President 
and W. D. Harris, Cashier. The Bank was capitalized 
at $40,000.00. It was liquidated in the 1930’s 

Bert Duncan came to Wilton this year, retired, 
and lives south of the depot. 


1879 


This year Scott and Johnson bought the ground 
where Curtin and Parkins Blacksmith stood, and 
built the large and commodious brick building on 
the North side of 4th Street. They occupied the first 
floor with a grocery store. 

On the second floor there were a couple of offices 
in the front part and the remaining was used for 
an Opera House. 

This building was quite an asset to the town. It 
was in this building that A. T. Nelson became a 
thriving hardware merchant and furniture dealer. 

It is now oecupied by Ly V.Smull with a splendid 
stock of hardware. 


1880 


A. C. Hucke was a Wilton boy who in ear ry in life 
became an expert in auto repairing, he at one time 
operated a garage on West 4th Street and now op- © 
erates a store, keeping repairs for autos, radios 
and electric fixtures. 

He built his fine residence in the year 1929 on 

Wast Sth Street. 

Louis Miller is a Wilton boy. After leaving the 
public school he became a clerk in the Lamp Gen- 
eral Store. Mr. Miller is now a member of the firm 
that operates the Lamp Store. He resides on East 
Ath Street. 
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The Union Bank 
Building in 1894. 
In picture are: in 
window, Dr. D. E. 
Smith, dentist; 
others — reading’ 
left. to. right —- 1. 
Hans Lage; 2. un- 
known; 3. George 
Weatherholdt; 4- 
Henry Wildasin; 
5. J. L. Geisler; 6. 
Clint Michaels; 7. 
Charlie Curtis. 
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West side of Cedar street looking: South from Fourth street. In 1873. 
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ob. EH. 
Wacker & Co. 


Since 1882. 


8 
McCormick—Deering Farm Implements 
International Trucks - American Fence : 
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Phone 39 At Wilton § 
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WESTERN AUTO 
ASSOCIATE STORE | 


Herb C. Moeller 


=VERYTHING FOR THE AUTO 


General Electric Household Appliances 


Your Dealer For 


Genuine Pfister Hybrids 


Phone 274 ! At Wilton 
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A part of the roundhouse and turntable, at Wilton, 1880. 


A view of the railroad from the top of the elevator looking: West, T8s80o- 
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The old “Wilton Plug” which used to run between Wilton and Mus- 
catine about 1906. The conductor, barily discernible, is Zed Black. 


Morning mail train, showing Depot and Dispatcher’s office. 1880. - 
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The Samuel Wildasin family came to town in this. 
year. Peter Bouland became a resident of Wilton in 
1880, retired, lives in South Wilton. 


1381 


This year was a sad year for the Town of Wilton. 
We must not forget what the Rock Island Railroad 
was to Wilton, this being the end of the South-West 
Division, and all main line trains stopped here. 

When they removed. all of their equipment and 
buildings, the Division set up was as follows—Round 
House with 9 stalls, a Turntable, Blacksmith Shop 
with 4 forges employing 4 men to each forge, a 
large carpenter shop for the bridge gang with 8 
or 10 men and a construction train with 15 to 20 
men, about 15 Conductors, 15 Engineers, 15 Fire- 
inen and Brakemen for all of the trains, 4 Telegraph 
Operators, Dispatcher Office, Wheel Tapping gang 
of 4 or 5 men. 

When all of this left this little berg, it was dis- 
astrous. 

1882 


It is surely hard to pen anything about this little 
Town after the exodus of train men and the Diy- 
ision equipment. 

James Nangle came to Wilton in this year, is 
now retired and lives on West Ist Street. 

Harry Bernet, a product of the Town, Is a plast- 
erey and brick and stone mason and. resides on 
West 5th Street. | 2 

1883 


The town began to bristle up a little when the 
Rock Island Railroad put on a new train that oper- 
ated between Chicago and the Twin-Cities and 
~ making this the end of the Division; this train was 
known as the Cannon Ball. 

The Rock Island lines also built a branch line to 
the Lime Kilns, up on the banks of Sugar Creek. 

R. C. Cooling came to Wilton in this year, he was 
employed in the express office for some time also 
Was an express messenger on the road. 

He is now employed by K. G. Grunder and lives 
on West Sixth Street. 

The Geo. Warren family came to Wilton this 
year. He came to take over the care of the section 
of the railroad south of town. 
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Street. 


This year the town was shocked to learn that FE. 
2”. Ingham, Sr. had committed suicide by shooting 
himself in the presence of his wife. Mr. Ingham was 
the first person buried in the new addition to Oak- 
dale Cemetery, being the part between the Old 
ground and the public highway on .the East side. 


1884 


It was with sadness that the stockholders of the 
Union Bank had to face a great loss among their 
ranks by the death of Samuel Wildasin, their Pres- 
ident, and also the death of Sadie Giesler, the wife 
of Cashier Giesler. 

1885 


I am using this space about J. H. Wacker, Pres- 
ident of the J. H. Wacker Implement Company. Mr. 
Wacker had been in business for more than 50 years. 

In the year of 1900, he built his fine home now 
occupied by A. J. Wacker. Mr. Wacker was a fine 
character, a pillar in the Zion Iuutheran Church. He 
died in 1943. 

Also the venerable Joseph Ours died this year. — 


1886 


This year the Union Bank built their new building 
at the corner of Cedar and 4th Streets and moved 
in that same year. This building now houses the 
Post Office. | | 
. 1887 : 

Geo. “Curly”? Kelley is a Wilton boy and resides 
in the down town district. | | | 


1888 


This year we might call a promoting year as the 
town started to have a hole sunk 2,000 feet in pros- 
pecting for oil or gas but when the driller arrived 
at the depth of 1100 feet, he seemed to have got- 
ten cold feet and compromised with the committee 
and quit the job. | re 

Wm. Templeman came to Town this year, he has 
been employed at various occupations and is now 
meat cutter at Lamp’s Store, lives on West 5th 


1889 


H. G. Nicolaus was born in Wilton. After passing 
through the public schools, he entered into the 
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T akeu Somer after 1905. STaokine North on yaranee Break from the 
railroad. Wacker Implement Co. on the right and the old Farmers 
Shai Bank on the left. 
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‘Taken pres the town water tank about 1892. Looking Southeast. 
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‘' ihen Basi ‘fous of ‘Cedar St ladkin’ North, Man on flatear, left, is H- 
F. Kaufman. Man on threshing machine, left, is Oscar Shaw. Third bldy. 
from left, the old Reed Bldg., now owned by G. G. Leith. White blde. 
with awning down, on right, now houses the Candy Kitchen. Last bldg. 
now houses Star Diug Store. Shack, tert tovepreuna, the old prain office 
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‘Implement Co. 
| SALES & SERVICE 


ALLIS - CHALMERS DEALER | 
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| Phone 219 Wilton Jct., Ia. 


Meet Your Friends At | 


Lill and Tink’s Cafe 


Where the Best of Food is Served Always | 


Phone 290 At Wilton 


Charlie’s D-X Service 


Gas — Oil “. Greases 


Tire Repairing — Supplies | 


| Phone 109. | At Wilton 
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News business and also assisted the Nicolaus Bros. 
in their clothing store. In the year 1929 he became 
interested in the banking business with his father 
who was President of the Wilton Savings Bank. 
After his father’s death in 1937, he was advanced 
to the Presidency of the Bank, an office that he 
now holds. He resides on the corner of 5th and 
Cedar Streets. Mr. Nicolaus is among the leading 
citizens of the town. 

Henry Nielsen came to town this year, retired 
lives in South Wilton. 

H. F. Jarr first came to Wilton this year, a butch- 
er by trade, now employed in the Economy Food 
Market. Resides on East 5th Street. 

Geo. Crooker came to Wilton this year, ‘‘Odd 
Genius’ ‘‘Nuff Sed.’’ 


1890 


Under the regime of Mayor Norton, a party was 
secured to drill the hole that was sunk for oil or gas 
to a greater depth, it was finally sunk to a depth of 
1480 feet and procured a flowing well. Its flow was 
about 450 gallons per minute which made quite a 
stream. As it flowed into Mud Creek and the Rock 
Island Railroad got their water from Mud Creek, 
the mineral mixed with the Mud Creek water made 
it disastrous to use in the locomotives as It caused 
the water to foam. 

The Railroad asked the Town if ic could not 
put a cap on and reduce the flow. The town con- 
sented and it was kept that way until the water 
system was placed in most of the town. 

N. C. Christiansen came to Wilton this year, re- 
sides In South Wilton. 

Eddie Fischer is a product of Wilton, employed in 
the Tri-Cities, lives in Rider’s Addition. 


1891 


Bill McSwiggin came to Wilton this year. Since 
that time he has lost one of his legs but still on deck. 

C. A. Curtis started a plumbing shop this year 
in the building now used by J. G. Crispin as a plumb- 
ing shop. 

The first Eleetrie Light Plant was built this year, 
Geo. McCartney was the first Electric Light Plant 
Manager. The first water mains were laid and con- 
nected up with different properties. As Wilton was 
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The C. Hucke Livery Barn. It stood where the Home Mix Feed Co. 
is now loeated. Pieture taken in 19892. 


The Wilton Flour Mill. Picture taken in 1892. Was loeated acro-s 
ithe strept from where the Keovormy Lumber Co. offig¢e now stands. 
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the first small town in this community to have its: 
own Ilectric Light Plant, the City Officials of quite: 
a number of small towns came to investigate the: 
plant. , | | 

Gec. W. Kelley came to Wilton this year, he pur-. 
chased the old Brewery Building and converted it. 
mto a creamery. He bought the property from P.. 
K. Mueller who had operated the brewery. In June 
1892 this building was struek by lightning and. 
burned down, he rebuilt in 1892, a more convenient. 
creamery which he continued to operate for quite a. 
number of years, he also manufaetured ice cream. 
lor some time he also did some custom grinding. 

Mr. Kelley was elected Mayor of the town in 1894.. 
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M. B. Nelson Game to Wilton this year, first as a 
clerk in the hardware store of A. T. Nelson. In a few’ 
years he embarked in the clothing business with L.. 
C. Brammeier as partner. He was one of the origin- 
ators of the Wilton Telephone Company. In 1902 he: 
left Wilton for other fields. While away he did 
business in Arion, Exira, Atlantic, Cedar Falls and 
came baek to Wilton in 1943. He has built a new five: 
room house east of his home, lives on East 6th 
Street, affiliates with the Methodist Church. 

H. Wildasin came to Wilton this year. When he: 
first came to Wilton he was employed in the Union 
Bank until the Union Savings Bank was organized 
in 1898 when he was made Vice President of the 
bank until he quit the banking business in 1906. He 
ilso was Secretary of the White Pigeon Insurance 
Association for 26 years, quitting in 1923, also serv- 
ed as Town Clerk for 4 years, City Councilman for 
® years, was secretary of the Wilton Fair Asso- 
ciation for 5 years, is affiliated with the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church, resides on the corner of 
oth and Elm Streets. | 7 

This year Wilton had a second major fire. The 
fire originated in the Wallace Blacksmith Shop and 
destroyed the followmg properties, Wallace Shop, 
C. Hucke Livery barn, the Scovil and Hubbard 
buildings also the farm implement building’: owned 
by J. EH. Osborne. These former buildings were all 
frame and two storied high. It then came in contact 
with the two story brick buildings of C. B. Strong 
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uso destroyed most of the contents in the Strong 
General Store. 

Last, but not least, this year the Union Bank was 
robbed of $4,100.00, 


1893 


This year there was considerable building and re-_ 


modeling of a number of homes. The house, now oc- 
cupied by Mrs. Kathyrn Claussen, was remodeled 
by H. Wildasin, the house, now occupied hae Fag 
Kiser, was remodeled by J. © Woodhouse, the house, 
now occupied by Mrs. Dora Bannick, was remodeled 
by Geo. Bannick, the last of the frame churches 
built by the Methodist was built this year. 

C. Brown became ticket agent for the Rock 
Island this year retiring Chas. A. Walker. Mr. Brown 
continued as agent until relieved by M. J. Doyle in 
the year 1911. 

1894 


The Town suffered from the panicky feeling but 
the Wilton Savings Bank was organized this year, 
also they built the new bank building for an office 
this year. The officers of the new bank were as fol- 


lows— A. A. Cooling, President; F. A. J. Gray, Vice: 


President; J. M. Rider, Cashier. This year the Farm- 
ers and Citizens Bank Charter expired. This year is 
when the German-English College was. brought 
here from Creete, Nebraska. It was'not very long 
lived as about 19 05 it was moved to Redfield, 5. D. 

L. R. Friederichsen came to Wilton this year. He 
was employed first in his fathers greenhouse, later 
became sole owner of the greenhouse. Lives in 
South Wilton. Mr. Friederichsen is one of our re- 
spected citizens, affiliates with the Methodist 
Church. 

Harry Freeland came to Wilton this year, has 
been employed at various kinds of work, lives. on 
Maurer Street. 

Eric Ericsen came to Wilton this year, retired, re- 
sides on Cypress and Short Streets. 

-TheS. G. Kelley Creamery on West 3rd Street was 
closed this year. 

Frank Merkley came to Wilton, resides in Riders 
Addition to Wilton. 

Geo. Bouland, born in Wilton, employed on the 
railroad, resides in South Wilton. 
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Two of the decorated autos used in the Homecoming parade of 1922. 
Top photo is of the Hoat of the Union Savings Bank. In back of Hoat 
is the Hucke Livery Barn, located where Home Mix Feed Co. is now. 
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Smoke stack built in 1926 for the ligbt plant when it was. located. 
near the present City Hall. 


After the fire of 1892. West side of Cedar street between Third and! 
Fourth, Corner building was the Strong Building, now Lamp’s Store;: 
next to it was the Osborne Building, where the Western Auto Store 
is now located; the next building ravayed by fire was the Scovil & 
Hubbard Building, where Hucke’s Electric. and Duffe Drug is now: 
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Left center, first M. E. church, built in 1860. The home in the fore- 
ground is the property of Mrs. A. T. Nelson. 


Methodist church remodeled in 1878 Picture taken sometime 
in the 1880’s, 
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Interesting photo reprints of the late Dr. and Mrs, A, R. Leith. The 
affect was gained through the use of mirrors. 

The photos were taken during a California trip which was estimated 
to have been about 27 years ago. 
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Ray Wilkerson, born in Wilton. He is now employ- 
ed in the City Electric Light Plant, lives on East 
ord Str eet. 

1895 


Richard Atwill, born in Wilton, Bane by the 
Dickey Oil Co., lives on Kast 5th Street. 

Albert Winsell. came to Wilton this year, he was 
employed at the Shiflet Grocery Store, at present 
he is janitor of the Wilton Public Schools, resides 
on Locust Street. 

D. F. Dwyer became a resident of Wilton this 
year, he was employed by the U.S. Express, also op=- 
erated a pool room and restaurant, lives first house: 
East of the School House. 

Lewis F. Creitz died this year. | 

J. KE. Park, educated in Wilton, became Cashier of 
the Farmers and Citizens Bank until they quit bus- 
iness. He was employed in other banks. Resides now 
in California. 

1896 


Quite a shock to the stockholders of the Union 
Bank, first, the death of C. B. Strong, President, 
then J. L. Giesler resigned as Cashier, F. C. Michaels, 
~ Bookkeeper, went to Jacksonville, Ill. A. R. Leith 
was elected President and W. Lt. Harris, Cashier. 

W. G. Griffith came here this year, retired, lived 
on North Maurer Street, died June 11,1946. Whit- 
_ mer and Griffith opened a new furnitur é and under- 
taking establishment in the Ross building, this year. 

C. H. Jacobsen came to Wilton this year, he was 
a cigar maker by trade and was thus employed un- 
til he became Post Master. He has been an invalid 
for years, lives first house North of the Masonic 
Temple. Died in 1946. , 

The Wilton Grist Mill was burned to the ground 
this year, W. A. Leamer was the owner at the time 
of the fire, cause of the fire unknown. The building 
was one of the old landmarks, the building being 
built originally by W. N. McNaugton as a ware- 
. house in the early days of the town. Mr. J. G. Sharp 
had bought the property in the late Seventies and 
converted it into a Grist Mill by adding engine 
room. | 
: 1897 

Wm. Wilkerson is a Wilton. boy, he served in 
World War [, lives in Rider’s Addition. 
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M. B. Shuger is a product of Wilton, he is some 
authority on tree spraying, also does painting, lives 
on North Maurer Street. 

Frank Piggot, a Wilton boy, was in World War a3 
he is now employed in the Post Office, 
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Nicolaus Bros, built the building, now eeeapiea by 
the Western Auto Co. 

C. Hucke built the building, adjoining, the same 
year, now occupied by A. C. Hucke. 

John Reese came this year, lives on Fast 4th 
street. 

Rudy Arp came here this year, works for Hawk- 
eye Lumber Co. - 

Andy Ovesen came here this year, retired, was 
a common laborer. 

This year is when the Reek Island Railroad put 
down an additional track making it a double track 
system to Moscow. They also built a new brick De- 
pot, also in 1926 a memorial or monument was erect- 
ed in honor of Benjamin Brayton. 

Frank Corson built the house that is now occupied 
by Walter Kaufmann. 


1899 


D. Ruff built the two room brick store building, 
one room now occupied by D. V. Smull and the other 
by Dr. G. A. Whetstine. 


1900 


Dr. W. A. Cooling built the house on West 6th 
Street now occupied by Henry Grunder. 

The Presbyterian church was rebuilt this year 
putting in semi-circle pews. | 

H. P. Mason, M. D., opened up an office this year 
for the practice of his profession. 

Orville Ford came to Wilton about the year 1900 
to become a Rural Mail Carrier, which job he held 
until he retired a few years ago, lives in his home 
on East 5th Street, which was built by C. C. Wacker. 

Gail Ford has been a resident of Wilton the major 
part of his life, if not all, he is a painter and decor- 
ator, lives on East 5th Street. 

Jens Hansen came to Wilton this year, has been 
employed in the Tri-Cities, lives on West 6th Street. © 

Harry G. Griffith, a Wilton boy, served in World 
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Photo reprint which was originally taken in the chapel of the Wilton 
German-English College. It is estimated the: photo was taken in the 


winter. of 1899 or 1900. 
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The old College Hore, built in the late sixties or early. seventies, 
now wrecked. Was located one block east of where the Bannick 


apartments now stand, 
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The Wilton Public School as it appeared after erection in 1875. This 
building was remodeled twice and an addition built thereon in 1915. 
The building was wrecked in 1931 and a new part erected that year. 


This is the way the building aappeared after remodeling because of a 
cyclone which tore the roof off in the year 1876. Now used as an apart- 
ment house, owned by Dora Bannick and known as the Bannick Apart- 
ments. It is located one block North of the Public School building. 
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Dr. H. E. Henderson} _D. L. Teasdale 


Veterinarian Dentist 


| Phone 204 at Wilton} Phone 31R2 at Wilton | 


Wilton Plumbing, aes 
Heating and — Gail A. Reedy 
Sheet Metal Works For 


Custom Lumber Sawing | 


H. B. (Hap) Tumey, Prop. or Lumber 


Phone 299 at Wilton! Phone 239 at Wilton } 


Atkinson’s Radio 
| 90-Day John H. Maurer 


Guaranteed Service 
F. W. ‘“‘Bill’’ Atkinson 


Authorized Member ek 
of Philco Service Phone 295 — at Wilton 


PHONE WILTON 27 


Insurance of all Kinds 


| Elmer F. Maurer 
Jesse’s Pool Room @ Electric Contracting 


@ Refrigeration Service 
Pop—Candies e Electrical Appliances 
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Where Old Friends Meet 
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Star. Drug Store built in 1875: 


The Bacon Block, corner Fourth and Cedar streets, now owned by 
Gus) Nopolous, 
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War I, learned embalming and is now sole under- 
taker, lives on North Maurer Street on second floor 
of the Funeral Home. 

lL. N. Ayres came to Wilton this year. He had ser- 
ved on the Town Council, also was Mayor of the 
town. He died in.1940 and was a fine old gentleman, 
95 years old. 

Theo. Port came to Wilton this year. Died 1 in 1938, 
a good old soul. 

Henry J. Sindt came to Wilton this year, is a 
handy man, lives South of the Depot. 

Arthur Brenner came to Wilton this year, now 
Street Commissioner or General Utility Man, lives 
north of the railroad on Chestnut Street. 

Henry W. Moeller came to Wilton this year, then 
moved on a farm returning to Wilton.in 1944, re- 
tired, lives on Cedar Street. 


1901 


Amelia Wildasin built the house now occupied by 
Mrs. Alice Nangle on 4th Street. | 

Attorney A. R. Whitmer came to Wilton to prac- 
tice his profession, has his office and residence over 
the Star Drug Store. 

P. A. Schmidt came to Wilton this year as a Cheese 
Maker, now handy man, lives on West Ist Street. 

Dr. L. C. Winter came here from College to prac- 
tice his profession, first upstairs In the Maurer 
building, now over the Star Drug Store, lives on 
West 4th Street. 


Wm. Lang’ built his fine home in 1919, later went | 


to Muscatine, taking his home with him. He died in 
1944, 


1902 


The frame Methodist church burned this year, 
the commodious brick church was built in 1902 and 
has the largest auditorium of any church in town.. 

W. D. Harris built his fine home now occupied by 
the Kirk Grunder family. | 

Geo. H. Woodhouse built his fine home this year 
now oecupied by I. C. Kiser. 


19038 


Homer Carson came this year, a laborer, lives on 
Hast 3rd Street. 
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“Bud's” Repair Shop 


BLACKSMITHING WELDING 


Willard Hillyer, Prop. At Wilton 


TYPEWRITER and ADDING MACHINE 
SALES and SERVICE 


Office Equipment and Supplies 


“Over 40 Years Of Service” 


C. H. Leu Typewriter Exchange 
210 East Second St. Phone 428 
Muscatine, Iowa 


Compliments of 


Harry Duffe 


Buyer for Washing and Greasing 
Dubuque Packing Co. Sinclair Products 


Darting’s Service 


Stockyards at Wilton| |Phone 207 at Wilton 


COMPLIMENTS OF [RT Heal tstate 


H. W. Kretschmar 
Duffe Drug Store 


Auctioneer 


Phone 251 at Wilton] {Phone 7 Wilton, Ia. 
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Picture taken in the Union Bank building in the early 90’s. From 
left to right: Dr. A. R. Leith, Clint Michaels, Gail Geisler, Henry 
Wildasin and Rev. McAulay. 
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Another view of 4th and Cherry streets sometime after 1905. 
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The above photo was taken in 1896 and in the picture, left to right, are: 
Fred Maurer, A. J. Wacker, Ada Maurer, Elizabeth Lawser, Hilda 
Maurer, Ed. F. W. Maurer, Lulu Strobel, Clara Maurer, Louise Maurer, 
Mrs. Fred Maurer, Mrs. Lena Strobel Francke, Mrs. Carrie Maurer 


Setzephandt, and Edna Maurer. 
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F. A, Martin, 75 years . 
over 40 years, is Wilton’s only living, Spanish-American War Veteran, 
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1904 


Grace Evangelical and Refor med church was built 
this year. 

A. R. Leith built his spacious home this year and | 
now occupied by G. G. Leith. 

A. B. Kelley came to Wilton this year, was Rural 
Mail Carrier, now retired. 

John Luethye came to Wilton this year, worked 
for A. T. Nelson in tin shop for eleven years, then 
began business for himself. His place of business 
just North of the old Farmers Bank building, lives 
on North Maurer Street. 


1905 


H. Wildasin built his home this year. 

Economy Lumber Company organized this year. 

Henry W. Lamp became the sole owner of the 
then known ‘“‘Strong Store’, now known. as the 
Lamp Store. Mr. Lamp came to Wilton in 1886 and - 
was a clerk in the C. B. Strong General Store, after 
Vir. Strong’s death he managed the store until 1905. 

The Farmers Savings Bank was organized this 
year with the following officers—C. C. Kaufmann, 
President; Fred (Cash) Maurer, Vice President; F. 
C. Wickes, Cashier. Mr. Wickes died in 1924. 

Harry B. Strong and J. W.. Potter started a new 
ese Store in the building now occupied by A. 

. Hucke. 

Harold C. Wacker, born here, is a member of the J. 
H. Wacker Implement Co., lives on North Maurer 
~ Street. A member of the School Board. 

Geo. IX. Nolte came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on West 4th Street. : 

T. P. Russell came to Wilton this year, retired, 
died in 1946. Lived on North Cherry Street. 

J.G. Crispin came to Wilton this year, is a Plumb- 
er by trade, served in World War I, is also in the 
berry business, lives on East 3rd Str eet. 

Adolph Jarr came here this year, retired. 

I’, A. Martin, Attorney, came here this year, to 
practice his profession, office in’ Farmers’ Bank 
building, lives on West 6th Street. 


1906 


KF. A. Maurer and family came to Town this year. 
Klmer I*. Maurer came here this year, served In 
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World War I, electrician by trade, lives on Cedar 
Street. 


1907 


I. A. Maurer bought the Griff Johnson home on 
Cedar Street 

Gus Bartels came to town this year, retired, lives 
on 2nd Street. 

A bad accident occured at the Cypress Street 
crossing this year, George Angerer was driving his 
team hitched to a surrey on a Sunday morning on 
their way to his wife’s father, when they came to 
the crossing, a freight train had just pulled in and 
the caboose was on the crossing. The train had stop- 
ped to take water, the locomotive was not at the 
crane so pulled up and went too far so had to back 
up. After the train had pulled up, the brakeman 
signalled Mr. Angerer to come across but just as 
he was on the track the train was backed up and 
caught the surrey and cut it in two and the back 
seat with Mrs. Angerer and children was crushed 
under the caboose and one of the children was kill- 
ed an Mrs. Angerer was quite seriously injured, Mr. 
Angerer with other children was eut away and were 
not injured. Have been several accidents at this 
crossing. . 


1908 


Lowry N. Johnson, a home produet, traveling 
salesman, moved from town in 1946. —_. 

I. W. Gray beeame a resident of Wilton, first, in 
the G. W. Moore house, then on Cedar Street. He 
died in 1925. 

The Warner Are Lamp D ctory was built on rail- 
road ground, known as the ‘‘Y’’. It was short lived, 
and some of our citizens were sorely stung. 

1909 . 

G. J. Nicolaus built his new home this year, now 
ceecupied by H. G. Nicolaus. He died in 1937. 

Dr. L. H. Whitmer, a product of this Town, after 
passing through the schools of Wilton he went to 
prepare himself for his life’s work. After graduat- 
ing from the Sehool of Medicine in 1934, his time 
was occupied in the State of Kansas until he came 
here to practice medicine in 1936. He entered the 
service in 1940, returned again to his practice in 
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1945. Built his home in 1938. Has established his 
office on the corner of Maurer and 6th Streets. 

Peter Ketelsen came here this year, is a carpenter 
and painter by trade, lives on East 5th Street. 

Fk. A. Latechaw came here this year, has put his 
time in different kinds of business. He was our State 
Representative for Muscatine County, served five 
terms and one extra session (50th). Is now engaged 
in the Real Estate and Insurance business. His office 
is located west of the Post Office on 4th Street. His 
home is at the end of Walnut Street. 


1910 


The Grace Reformed Church built the choir loft 
this year, under the pastorate of J. W. Bechtel, also 
this year S. W. Kresge became Pastor. 

Rev. M. E. Lumbar became Pastor of the Pres- — 
byterian Church, he remained as Pastor for 5 years. 

Alexander R. Leith was born here this year, he is 
now employed by the Economy Lumber Company, 
lives corner 5th and Cedar Streets. 


1911. 


Paul Darting born here, operates filling’ station 
corner of 5th and Cherry Streets, lives on West 5th 
Street. 

Ernest Friederichsen built his home this year, 
now occupied by his wife, Mrs. Minnie Friederichsen. 

Claridon Doyle came here this year and is now 
cmployed at D. V. Smull Hardware store, lives 04 
the corner of 3rd and Chestnut Streets. 

Karl Whitmer began business this year making: 
burial vaults, went to Muscatine, returned to Wilton 
in 1915, still making vaults. He built the building 
for a garage in 1921 and operated as a garage until 
sold to Stormer. He is now located on South Cedar 
Street, lives on North Cherry Street. 


1912 


Wm. Port came to town this year, he buys and 
sells poultry, lives on North Cedar Street. 

Art Atkinson came here this year, lives on West 
Ist Street. 

Karl Atkinson came here this year, employed in 
the Tri-Cities, lives on corner of 6th and Chestnut 
Streets. | 

Mrs. Minnie E. Dice built her home this year. 
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John Luethye 
PLUMBING and HEATING 


® Freeman Stokers 
® Sheet Metal Work 


Phone 231R2 | At Wilton 


Jake’s Market 


*‘Everything Good To Eat”’ 


Phone 131 At Wilton 


Star Drug Store 
THANKS — CALL AGAIN 


L. L. Dawson 
Phone 62R2 At Wilton 


Wilton & Durant Compliments Of 
Locker Plant | |Wilton Savings Bank 


Phone 302 at Wilton] |Phone 77 at Wilton 
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Geo. Holzhauer built their home this year. 


1913 


K. G. Grunder came here this year and worked 
for W. A. Grunder, a contractor, until 1932 then be- 
van to contract for himself. He built the following 
houses, the one at the corner of Pine and~ 6th 
Streets, now occupied by Chet Ellis, he then built 
the house between 4th and 5th Streets on West side 
of Oak Street, now occupied by Lillie Leth, he then 
remodeled the house on North Side of 5th Street, 


now occupied by Mrs. Anna Hahn, he then purchased . 


the home of the late W. D. Harris and has remodeled 
it and is now occupying same for his home. He is a 
member of the Town Council, Kirk is one of our en- 
ergetic citizens. 

Harold Duncan born here, resides in South Wilton. 

Henry Thede came here to operate the hotel on 
Front Street. He sold out and was out of business 
for some time, then he took over the hotel business 
again, but in 1932, he changed location to the D. G. 
Agnew residence on the highway. In 1936 he chang- 
ed to what is known as the Wayside Cafe, which he 
later sold and quit business. He died in 1943. 


1914 


F, E. Walters came here this year, first clerked in 
the Star Drug Store, then he entered the service of 
World War I. After return from service he became 
assistant cashier of the Wilton Savings Bank, he is 
now cashier, also secretary of Oakdale Cemetery 
Association, treasurer of Wilton Schools, lives on 
West 5th Street. ) 


This year James Kelley and his wife became es- 


tranged which increased as time went on but the. 


climax came in August this year. His wife was liv- 
ing with her sister when Kelley appeared. His wife 
ran upstairs to get away from him but he followed 
and shot her while she was in a closet and also 
killed himself. This occured in South Wilton. 


1915 | 
I’, A. Duffe eame here this year, retired, lives on 
West 4th Street. | 
Hans Ericksen, born here, a laborer, lives in South 
Wilton. | 
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1916 


Francis Atkinson, born here, spent some time in 
the service, is a radio mechanic, lives on East 6th 
street. 


The town was shocked to the limit hen the news 
was spread of the terrible accident that had ocecur- 
red on the railroad crossing on Cypress Street where 
the Arterial Highway crossed, when train No: 7, the 
Rocky Mountain Limited, struck an automobile driv- 
en by Dr. Harold H. Johnson. Four other people 
were in the car with him. Of this group, four were 
killed, thei bodies horribly mangled; the top being 
down, one jumped out on a side track where he was 
badly injured. They were all citizens of Princeton, 
Jowa. Dr. Johnson, a former Wilton citizen, had only 
a Short time before, moved to Princeton. The en- 
2ineer, being Tom Dunn, a former Wilton boy, could 
not stop the train until it had passed the depot 
wbout five blocks from where the accident occurred, 
The auto was so tightly bent around the pilot that 
power had to be used to extricate it. It was surely 
a twisted wreckage. 

Rudolph Sebelien came to Wilton this year and 
built his fine home on Wate Street, Mr. Sebelien is 
the owner of several farms, he is one of those quiet 
citizens attending to his own affairs. 

Geo. Whitmer came to Wilton this year, he lives 
in one of the Leith apartments. 3 

Dr. H. E. Henderson first came to Wilton this 
year, a Veterinary by profession. After a short 
While he was called to service in World War I. Af- 
ter he returned from service he was at different 
localities but he returned to Wilton in 1939 to prac- 
_ tice his profession, he lives on the corner of 6th and 
Cedar Streets. 

Louis Schroeder is one of our citizens. | 

Leonard Belzer came to Wilton this year, served 
in World War 1, he is now serving’ as express mess- 
enger, and mail carrier. 

Kermit Christensen born in Wilton, a sign painter, 
lives on Ist Street. 

I. 1. Duffe came to Town this year, retired, he at 
one time operated a grocery store in the Bacon 
Block, lives on East 3rd Street. 

A. I. Ericksen born in Wilton,.a laborer, lives in 
south Wilton. 
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Robert Budelier came to Wilton this year, retired, 
bought the H, It. Nicolaus home on West Ath Street 
died in 1941. 


J.C. Kerr came to Wilton this year, retired, lives 
on East 5th Street. | | 
_J.M. Chamberlin came to Witon this year, retired, 
ie south of depot, died in 1946. 
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This year is when the City Council constructed 
the Sanitary Sewer System, which ineluded the 
major part of the town. The contractors encounter- 
ed quite a few difficulties, it was quite a proposition 
in crossing under the railroad tracks, then ran 
against a large boulder about 12 feet under the sur- 
face which took some time to remove, then in sey- 
eral places came in contact with quick sand which 
eaused the City considerable trouble, the construc- 
tion company met with a sad circumstance when one 
of their employees was killed. | 

The outlet of the sanitary sewer system is In the 
south part of the city near Mud Creek, that flows 
just south of the city limits. The filter plant or 
leds were constructed here and a large septic tank 
was Installed, the sewer system was a great benefit 
to the city and the sewer pipes were made of 
cement and is quite an asset to the city, one of the 
most serious things we have to contend with is the 
roots of the elm trees near the sewer, all in all it 
is a Wonderful thing for the city. 

H. F. Lauser came to Wilton this year to manage 
a lumber yard, is now employed at Gordon Van Tine 
in Davenport, served as mayor of the town at one 
time, lives on East 6th Street. 


Robert McCoy came to Wilton this year, works in 
the power plant, lives on West 4th Street. 
Carl Sterner came to town this year, he is a truck 
rardener, also has some bees, lives on North Oak 
Street. 


John Laucamp came:to Wilton this year, is an auto 
mechanic, operates a garage on corner of Chestnut 
and 4th Streets. Lives in South Wilton. 

Geo. McCoy came to Wilton this year. 

L. C. Kiser came to Wilton this year, his time has 
been employed by handling’ hay and mineral feeds, 
lives on West 5th Street, a respected citizen. 
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Robert Nicolaus a Wilton boy passed through the 
Wilton Schools, is now employed at the Wilton Sav- 
Ings Bank and lives at his father’s home. 


1918 


John Bolly came to Wilton this year, retired 
lives on East Wate Street. A respected citizen. | 

Geo. Marolf came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on Maurer Street. A respected citizen. . 
- Thos. H. Owens came to Wilton this year, was 
employed by the railroad. Made his home on ‘East 
5th Street, was a member of the town council. Died 
in 1946. 


1919 


L. S. McCoy came to Wilton this year, has been 
employed as Night Watchman for the last 15 years. 

Gus Sambdman came to Wilton this year, he is 
now employed by the R. E. A. 

Henry Kook came to Wilton this year, he is now 
employed by the railroad, lives on South Chestnut 
Street. 

Harry Maurer came to Wilton this year, he is an 
auto mechanic, employed in the ‘Tri Cities, lives on 
West 4th Street. 


1920 


W. A. Grunder built the house, now owned by 
Noah Whitmer, estate, this year, now occupied by — 
Mrs. Alvin Lutje. 

Theo. Hillyer built his home this year on Cedar 
Street. 

F. S. Abbott built his home this year on West 4th 
street. 

H. F. Schnack came to Wilton on or about this 
year, first purchasing the house where Walter 
_ Kaufmann now lives later selling it and buying the 
property on East 5th Street where he now lives. 
Has served on the Town Council, is quite a stock 
feeder, one of the leading citizens. 

Dallas Sterner came to Wilton about this year, 
had been employed at various kinds of work, he is 
vow assistant janitor at the school house, lives 
south of the railroad on Locust Street. 

H. R. Maurer came to town this year, lives on 
West 4th Street. His house burned to the ground in 
1931 and he built a new one In the same year. 
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William Looney, Arnold Jacobsen, Phillip Dornseif, Coach James Bacen, 
Psank Bacon, Frank Abbott, Guy Ringgenberg. 
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Pauline Bunker Swartzlander, Myra Maurer (deceased), Sophia Miller 
Hanks, Elizabeth Cronin Greer, Frances Kelley, Ruth Ringgenberg 
Maurer. 
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Looking south from top of elevator, between 1875 and 1880. The rail- 
road putting in the water line from the creek to the tank by the tracks. 
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Uptown — Palace 
THEATRES 


Muscatine, Iowa 


Geo. M. Wittich - Muscatine, 


lowa 
Funeral Home 


Established 
1867 


Thomas F. Beveridge 
Owner 


YOU'LL LIKE TO SHOP AT BARTON’S 


BARTON’S SHOP 


LADIES READY-TO-WEAR 
AND FURS 


126 E. 2nd St. at Muscatine 
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L. S. McCoy, better known as ‘‘Mac” to his many friends, has served 
y) 

as Wilton’s night watchman for almost sixteen years. “Mac” states he 

was forced to make approximately 250 arrests for various misde- 


meanors during this time. ; 
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The race track at the Fair Grounds, in Wilton, about 1912. It was 
located on what is now the C; L. Cockshoot farm. 
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Pictured above is “Mother Wilton” and the spacious archway which 
was buill by Mr. A. T. Nelson (standing on statue in upper photo) to 
welcome all those arriving by train for the Homecoming held August 
16; 16e 1%, 122. 

Tt was located just North of the tracks at the Foot of Cherry Street. 
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George Nopolous, born in Wilton March of this 
year. Went in the Service December 11, 1942 and 
was discharged February 28, 1946. Owns half in- 
terest In the ‘Wilton Candy Kitchen with his brother, 
Leo, since October 1, 19-46. 

Dr. Henry Hell cz ime to Wilton this year to prac- 
tice his profession as a veterinarian, his home was 
on East 6th Street. Died in 1987. 


‘Chester Hell came to Wilton this year, after his 
fathers death, he operated several trucks, went in- . 
to service, returned and began to do some trucking 
business, lives on East 6th Street. 


A. E. Pirkey came to Wilton this year, a peice 
and paper hanger by trade, lives in South Wilton. 

Ernest Niles came to Wilton this year, a laborer, 
hives in North Wilton, Riders Addition. 


Lupton Smith, a Wilton boy, has just been dis- 
charged from service, lives in South Wilton. 

Geo. Kook, born in Wilton, first employed as Assis- 
tant Post Master, then entered service, was dis- 
charged and is now Assistant ‘Post Master, lives in 
South Wilton. 

Leo Nopolous, born in Wilton; upon his navy dis- 
charge he operated the Candy Kitchen for quite 
some time, lived in the Bacon Block. He and family 
moved to Stuart, Iowa about December 1, 1946 
‘where he purchased a cafe which he now operates. 
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The Home Coming: Celebration was held this year 
aod the town did itself proud by pulling off the 
vreatest event that has ever happened In the Town. 
Surpassing any other gathering heretofore held, 
the event lasted three days and was truly a great 
demonstration. : 7 

Fenton Fox of Chicago, a former Wilton boy, was 
the prime promoter, it was through his efforts that 
14 Was such a success. He used every way and means 
possible so that every former resident of Wilton, as 
nearly as could, would be informed of the event. He 
had some one of each graduating class of the Wiltoa 
High School appointed as a committee on invitations 
ind in that way nearly every former citizen would 
eeu noice. 

The Honorable Robert G. Cousins of Tipton was 
the chief orator for the occassion, Mr. Cousins was 
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F. A. Martin, Attorney 
Abstracts of Title 
Insurance of All Kinds 


Expert Income Tax Service 


Phone 65 or 132 | At Wilton 


LAMP'S 


“EVERYTHING TO EAT AND WEAR” 
WE DELIVER 
PHONE 6 —i— AT WILTON 


Compliments Of 


Wayside Cafe 


On Highway 6 At Wilton 


Carl’s Garage 


GENERAL REPAIRING 
ON ALL MAKES OF CARS 


Deep Freezers Home Appliances 


Phone 134 At Wilton 
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Some of the men of the Wilton Division of the railroad who attended 
the Homecoming. Left to right, they are: George H. Porter, Kankakee, 
Illinois; J. Will Vanee, ElReno, Oklahoma; Mike Hickey, Wilton, lowa; 
William Miller, Clinton, Iowa; George J. Miller, Duluth, Minnesota; A. 
Hassler, Kansas City, Missouri; B. C. Ludlow, Waukashaw, Wisconsin; 
J. W.. Smith, Rock Island, Illinois; Charles H. Davis, Rock Island, I]l:nois; 
sitting—E. J. Shields, Silvis, Hlinois; Adrian Hudler, Battle Creek, Mich- 


igan; Al Nichols, Manden, North Dakota; J. W. Mason, Minneapolis, ° 


Minnesota; F. E. Friday, Des Moines, Iowa; Dan Shellhammer, Rcck 
Island, Illinois; Ed. M. Kene, Butte, Montana; D. H. Webb, Chicago, 
Iilinois; John T. Twomey, Julesberg, Colorado; Oliver Dailey, Muscatine, 
Iowa. 
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The above photo shows Mayor Bannick (on the sight) and Dr. A. R. 
Leith (on the left), president of the Wilton Home-Run Club, leading the 
Homecoming parade which was held on Tuesday, August 15, 1922. 

Immediately following them. is the Wilton Band. 
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Men in the above picture are those of the Wilton Division of the 
Railroad who attended the Homeconiing. Left to right: Dan Shell- 
hammer, R. I., Ill.; A. Hassler, Kansas City, Mo.; John T.. Twomey, 
Julesburg, Colo.; J. T. Ryan, Duluth, Minn.; R. C. Ludlow, Waukashaw, 
Wis.; E. Friederichsen, Wilton; Richard Wiley, Chicago; Mike Hickey, 
Wilton; D. H. Welsh, Chicago; Oliver Dailey, Muscatine; Geo. J. Miller, 
Duluth, Minn.; N. J. Lorang, Blue Island, Minn. Second row, right to 
left: Mrs. J. H. Malvern, San Diego, Cal.; Mrs. Happy Hudler, Wilton; 
Al Nichols, Manden, N. D, Adrain Hudler, Battle Creek, Mich.; Chas. 
A. Davis, Rock Island, Ill.; J. W. Smith, Rock Island, Ill.; Mrs. Beth 
Porter Horne, Chicago, Ill. Third row, left to right: FP. E. Friday, Des 


‘Moines, Ia.; Ed M. Keane, Butte, Mont.; E. J. Shields, Silvis, Lbs J. 


W. Mason, Minneapolis, Minn.; J. Will Vance, El Reno, Okla.; Geo. 
H. Porter, Kankakee, Ill; Wm. Miller, Clinton, Ia. 
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Front row, left to right: Mrs. Ella Ayres, Fenton Fox, Alexander R, 
Leith, A. T. Nelson. Back row, left to right: Arthur J. Wacker, Henry 
Lamp, Gee, J. Nicolaus, Dave Burrows. 

Picture taken during the Homecoming. 
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considered one, if not the best, orators of Eastern 
lowa.. 

We must not forget what a part A. T. Nelson play- 
ed on this occassion towards making it a success and 
also he erected a Goddess of Wilton that was placed 
near the railroad station to welcome the incoming 
crowds. 

We do not wish to slight anyone but to do so 
would make quite a volume, former townsman, J. 
M. Rider was also an asset to the occasion, so as not 
to slight any one it would be only fair to state that 
those who were former residents and the 
people at home were very much enthused and 
should not be forgotten too soon, again stating it 
was the greatest event:that Wilton ever had, bar- 
ring none other. 

T. A. Hill came to Wilton this year, when he first 
eame to ‘Town he operated a truck for some. time, 
tnen he was engaged to assist in the J. H. Wacker 
Implement House where he is still employed being 
quite an asset to the business, lives on East 5th 
street. 

J. F. Snow came to Wilton this year, he is a clock 
repairer, lives on Ist Street. 

Elmer Steffens came to Wilton this year, he was 
at. first employed by the Lamp store, then entered 
the service, was discharged and Is now back on his 
old job at the Lamp store, will reside on East 3rc 
street. | oh | 

Clarence Duffe came to Wilton this year, after he 
left the Wilton schools, he joined the Navy, since 
his release he has become employed as a distributor 
of bottle gas. Lives on 6th and Cedar Streets. 


1923 


Kenneth Murdock came to Wilton this year, was 
educated in the Wilton Schools, operated the DX fill- 
ing’ station for sometime, was in the service, but is 
now discharged, home is on Chestnut Street. 


1924 


Henry Mark moved his old house away and which 
is now occupied in North Wilton and built his new 
house this year and it is now occupied by John bh. 
Burkle as his home. | 

H. C. Lange came to Wilton this year, he operates 
a parage and lives on Mast 4th Street, 
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Robert Lange came to Wilton this year, was in 
the service but is now discharged. 

Thos. Lange came to Wilton this year, was in the 
service but is now discharged. 

Thos. Gill built the house this year where Howar d 
Gill now lives. 

Junior Atkinson born in Wilton, just returned 
from service. 
~ Howard Gill came to Wilton this year, went in ser- 
vice during World War 1, is now employed in the 
Tri-Cities, lives on West 31d Street. 

T. H. Armstrong came to Wilton this year. The 
Armstrong’s purchased the Wilton Telephone Co. 
equipment and now lives on Cedar Street. 

R. D. McCabe came to Wilton this year, He and 
his son operate a filling station on East 5th Street 
and lives on East 5th Street. 

Paul MeCabe came to Wilton this year, he enter- 
éd the service but is now discharged. He and. his 
father operate a filling station and also. the Bus. 
station which is located on East 5th Street, lives on 
Hast Sth Street. 

Morris Ovesen, a Wilton boy, was in the service 
but is now released. 

Art Jenner came to Wilton this year, was in the 
service. Has been discharged and lives in ie Ban- 
nick Apartments. 

we H. Pirkey came to Wilton this year, is a Paint- 

*, lives on North Cedar Street. 

T ieee Armstrong eame to Wilton this year, is now 
Manager of the Wilton Telephone Company, lives on 
West 6th Street. 

Kenneth Brenner, a Wilton boy, entered the ser- 
vice but now released. 

Emil Sehroeder came to Wilton this year, he has 
been occupied at various things but is now operat- 
ing a feed store, also deals some in farm nets 
lives on Maurer Street. 

1925 

J. I. Bailey built his new home this year. 

Friedericka Brammeier built her new home this 
‘year, on Maurer Street... 

Jake Frymoyer has been a resident of the Town 
for some time. | | 

Lee Masterson came to Town this year, is a bar- 
her by trade, and is also employed jn the Tri-Cities, 
lives on West 3rd Street. 
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1926 | 

This. is the year that the town ordered 13 blocks 
of concrete paving built as follows—one block on 
lront Street, two blocks on Cherry Street, three 
blocks on Fourth Street and three blocks on Fifth 
Street, three blocks on Cedar Street, one block on 
Elm Street. It improved the looks of the town won- 
derfully, also the removing of the unsightly poles 
from the streets of our business district is a credit 
to the town. 

This year was a year of jubilee for the Masonic 
Order when they built their magnificent Temple, 
the building is a great credit to the order and a. 

wonderful asset to our town 
Lyle Ovesen, a Wilton boy, is one of our citizens. 

Arthur Wiebel is employed at the Wilton Milk 
Products Co., lives on West 3rd Street. | 

Felix Dwyer, a Wilton boy, lives with his mother 
on Cherry Street. 

R. F. Abbott, a Wilton boy, his first business ven-. 
ture was operating a filling station on Highway No. 
o2. In 1938 the present filling station was built be- 
jing on West 4th Street, he had been employed in the 
Tri-Cities for some time, lives in his fathers home 
on West 4th Street. 
~ Richard Schneekloth came to Wilton this year, he 
is employed at the Wilton Milk Products Co., lives 
over the Candy Kitchen. 

Carl Sambdman came to Wilton this year, oper- 
utes a poultry and egg truck, lives South of the rail- 
road. 

Geo. Kahler came to Wilton this year, has been 
employed in the Tri-Cities, lives on West Ist Street. 
~ Herbert Waech came to Wilton this year, is the 
Principal of the Zion Lutheran School, lives on 
Maurer Street. 

Rev. J. M. Newgard came to Wilton this year to 
become the pastor of the Grace Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church and which positions he now holds, 
lives on East oth Street. Mr. Newgar d is now serving 
in his 21st year. | 

M27 

The people of the community were shocked when 
they heard that Geo. Wagner, one of our good cit- 
izens, was instantly killed by a train that was run- 
ning late. It happened at the Cypress Street cross- 
Ores and he drove his auto on to the railroad track 
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GET YOUR GAS 
LUBRICATIONS AND OIL CHANGES — 
_ TIRES AND ACCESSORIES 


AT 
BANNISTER’S MIDWAY 


SALES AND SERVICE 
WE DO 
GENERAL OVERHAULING BODY AND FENDER 
AND REPAIRING REPAIRING AND PAINTING ~ 


PHONE 236 —i— AT WILTON 


‘‘Pure Dairy Products’”’ 


Fulton’s Deluxe Dairy 


Your Hometown Milk Dealer 


Phone 232 At Wilton 


Home and Auto Radio Repairing 


Done Reasonable By An 
-. Electronic Technician 
Pick-Up Service 


Mearle G. Hicks 


At Wiiton 


Phone 226 


A Modern Home Has A Telephone 


Wilton Telephone Co. 
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not noticing the oncoming train. His body was man- 
gled beyond recognition. The accident happened in 
the month of May of this year. 

Walter Kaufmann came to Town this year, is 
employed at the Arsesnal, lived on North Maurer 
Street, now lives on West 6th Street. 

J. J. Hoskins came to Wilton this year, he served 
as secretary of the White Pigeon Insurance Co. for 
a short period, was Assessor of the Town for some 
time and is now City Clerk. Lives on East 6th St. 

Geo. Freeland came to Wilton this year, has been 
discharged from the service, lives on Maurer Street. 

Frank Kook came to Wilton this year, is a handy 
man. Lives on East 6th Street. 

Ed Dirksen came to Wilton this year, he now lives 
on East 6th Street. 

Ernest Darting came to Town this year, he oper- 
ates a fleet of trucks, lives on West 4th Street. 


1928 

Peter Ellis came to Wilton this year, operates a 
filling station, also cabins for tourists, lives on 
Hast Sth Street. | 

Ed Martens came to Wilton this year, works in 
the Tri-Cities, lives in the Leith apartments. 

Harry Harper came to Wilton this year as an 
auto mechanic, operated a fleet of trucks known 
as Harper’s Ferry. Sold his business to his son, Lee, 
when he was released from service in June, 1946. 
Lives on North Oak Street. 


Carl Giese came to Wilton this year, a stone and | 


brick mason by trade, lives in South Wilton. 


1929 | 
The first Electric Light Plant was built in 1891, 
in 1914 there was an addition added on to have more 


engine room, a new Corless Engine was added, about | 


1921 an additional Corless engine was added. In 1926, 
the great smoke stack was built, in 1929, the new 
Electric Light Plant was built using Diesel engines 
instead of steam, the plant now has three Diesel 
engines to furnish the current. 

Victor Kephart came to Wilton this year, is em- 
ployed at the Wilton Milk Products Co. lives in 
South Wilton. | | 

Rinehart Giese came to Wilton this year, is em- 
ployed by the Economy Lumber Co., lives on Short 
street. 
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Arthur Giese came to Wilton this year, is employ- 
ed by the Economy Lumber Ca. Lives on Short St. 

Leland Barkalow came to Wilton this year is now 
in the service, lives on West 2nd Street. | 

Harry Petersen came to Wilton this year, he op- 
erated a garage on East 4th Street, left Town and 
returned in 19836 when he opened a shoe repair 
shop west of the Post Office—later moving to the 
Teasdale building next to Smull’s Hardware. In. 
1946 he sold out to Max Lauser, a returned war 
veteran, teaching him the trade. 

Roy Barkalow came to Wilton this year assists 
on road grading, lives on East 4th Street. 


1930 


Adolph Bausch came to Wilton this year, lives in 
South Wilton. 

Henry Blocker came to Wilton this year, a lab- 
orer, lives in South East Wilton. 

James Sheetz came to Wilton this year, was in 
service but is now released. He is associated with 
the Western Auto Store, lives down town. 

Hilbert Stoelk came to Wilton this year, a car- 
penter by trade, was in the service, now released 
lives on Walnut Street. | 

Chas. Stack came to Wilton this year, employed 
in the Tri-Cities, lives in South Wilton. 

Alfred Ehrecke came to Wilton this year, op- 
erates a County Road Maintainer, lives on 6th 
Street. 

On May 30th, this year, the attic of the Dr. H. P. 
Mason residence was destr oyed by fire. 

Elliott Cole came to Wilton this year, he is at the 
present time in the Service. 

Ellsworth Cole came to Wilton this year, drives 
truck for Paul Hedden, lives in North East Wilton. 


1931 


Fred Bartholoma came to Wilton this year, lives 
on West dth Street. 

Earl Beinke came to Wilton this year, released 
from the service, lives on West 4th Street. 

Fred Angell came to Wilton this year, employed 
in the Tri-Cities, lives on East 5th Street. 

Harlan Beinke came to Wilton this year, was in 
services, now released, lives on West 4th Street. 
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Clarence Beinke came to Wilton this year, is in the 
service, lives on East 3rd Street. 

Harry Marolf came to Wilton this year, now op- 
erates a rendering plant truck, lives in South Wil- 
ton. 

Elmer Swanson came to Wilton this year becoming 
principal of the Wilton Schools, he is now super- 
intendent of the Wilton Schools, lives on North 
Chestnut Street. 


1932 


Ek. M. Lenker came to Wilton this year, has a team 
of horses to do hauling and plow gardens, lives on 
East 3rd Street. 

Fred Holtz came to Wilton this year, he is employ- 
ed aS a news distributor, lives on North Cedar 
street. 

Ed Johansen came to Wilton this year, is a bar- 
ber by trade, establishment and home on East 4th 
- Street. 

Henry Bartholoma came to Wilton this year, lives 
on East 6th Street. | 

Paul Jesse came to Wilton this year, he is the 
proprietor of the pool hall on Cedar Street. 

Alfred Lenker came to Wilton this year, he op- 
erates a rendering truck for a Davenport firm, 
lives in North East Wilton. 


1933 


Leo Maurer came to Wilton this year, is employed 
by the Wilton Milk Products Co. 

Fred Mann came to Wilton this year, he is employ-. 
ed at the Home Mix Feed Co., lives on East 5th 
street. 

Gale Reedy came to Wilton this year, lives south 
of the depot. 

Ek. A. Giles came to Wilton this year, operates a 
filling station West end of Sth Street, lives on West 
Oth Street. 

John H. Maurer came to Wilton this year, he is 
Secretary and Treasurer of the White Pigeon In- 
surance Association, also Secretary of the Independ- 
ent School District of Wilton, resides on West 5th 
Street. 

On October Oth of this year, the Hileman General 
Store was the scene of an attempted robbery by 
four bandits. During the encounter, gunfire was 
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very prevalent for a few minutes. Later the bandits 
were captured and subsequently imprisoned. 


1934 


H. W. Rochholz came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives at the north end of Maurer Street. 

Harry Hahn came to Wilton this year, he is | 
employed in Durant, lives in South Wilton. 

The Railroad that had been operated between Wil- 
ton and Muscatine for about 80 years was abandon- 
ed this year. 

The Economy Store was opened for business in 
1934, the first manager was J. Soukop, he remained 
as manager for some time, then he was succeeded 
by C. J. Davies as manager. There has been several 
different people who have managed the store for 
short periods. It is now managed by Mrs. Clara 
Sterner, the store was at first opened in the Nic- 
olaus Clothing Store building but is now ia the Ross 
building. 

Emil Baer came to Wilton this year, retired, lives 
on West 4th Street. 

Richard Rochholz came to Wilton this year, he is 
employed at the Wilton Milk Products Co., he re- 
cently purchased the old D. G. Agnew residence. 

1935 

Carl Herr came to Wilton this year, he is a car- 
penter by trade, lives on East 5th Street. » 

John May came to Wilton this year, he is employ- 
ed in the Tri-Cities, lives in the Bannick apartments. 

Ardel Christensen came to Wilton this year, 
ussists his father in the grain and feed business, re- 
turned from the service and will reside upstairs of 
the Farmers Bank Building. | 

Attorney E. W. Mead came to Wilton this year to 
practice law, was first over the Post Office later 
bought the Baker property on the North side of 
4th Street and moved -his office there, he lives first 
house north of the Methodist church, Mr. Mead is 
an alert Attorney. | | 

Allen Voss came to Wilton this year, returned 
from the service, he was employed in Tipton, lives 
West 6th Street. Now employed with the Wilton 
Iulectric Company. 

Francis Henderson came to Wilton this year, he 
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Muscatine County Officers 
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Sheriff 
Fred B. Nesper 
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Treasurer | 
George Springborn 


————----- 


Recorder 
Ida Grimm 
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Auditor 
E. R. Swickard © 


Clerk 
Harold Hanson 


———— 


Board of Supervisors 


Ralph Evans Charles B. Drumm } 
W. Ernest Meeker 3  H. Newton Lang } 
Frank W. Wilford | 
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Coroner 
Dr. C. P. Phillips 
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Looking north on Cedar Street. Upper photo taken about 1900. First 
two story building on the left was the Whitmer Griffith Furniture 
building. Lower photo taken in March of 1947, 
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operates a farm, lives on West 5th Street. 

A. E. Christensen came to Wilton this year, he is 
in the grain and feed business, lives on West 6th 
Street. 

Dr. G. A. Whetstine came to Wilton this year to 
practice his profession as an Osteopathic Physician, 
resides in a house he recently purchased from James 
Bacon on North Chestnut Street. 

Kenneth Herr came to Wilton this. year, was 
employed for some time at the J. H. Wacker Imple- 
ment Co. but of late has been employed at the stone 
quarry near Moscow, lives on East dth GEreel 


1936 


_ §. L. Torrence came to Wilton this year fis man- 
age the Hawkeye Lumber Company, lives in North 
East Wilton, one of our good business men. 
_ John Marolf came to Wilton this year, he has 
- held various jobs, but at present is employed at the 
lilawkeye Lumber Co., lives on South Cherry Street. 
Hilbert Gradert came to Wilton this year, he oper- 
ated a meat market but is now co-operator of the 
Tipton Locker Plant, lives on West 5th Street. 
Norman Peek came to Wilton this year, has been 
employed at various kinds of work, has been releas- 
ed from the service, built a home in North Wilton 
on East Waite Street, now an electrical contractor. 
Elbert Wiebel came to Wilton this year,’ he is 
employed in the Tri-Cities, lives on Maurer Street. 
T. D. Birchard came to Wilton this year, he oper- 
utes the jewelry department at the Star Drug 
Store, lives on West 6th Str Bel a good citizen.” 


1937 * 

Fr ed Tharp came to Wilton this year, he issists 
Mr. Hencerson on the farm, lives on West dth 
Street. 

Paul Thomas came to Wilton this year, he is em- 
ployed as a carpenter with W. A. Gr under Sons, 
Contractors, now lives in Atalissa. ! 

A. H. Mueller came to Wilton this year, he does 
all kinds of Electrical work, lives on East 5th Street. 

Roy W. Thomas came to Wilton this year, he is a 
painter and decorator by trade, lives on East 3rd 
“pbreet. 

Chas. Sambdman came to Wilton this year, has 
been released from the service, lives In South Wil- 
ton. 7 
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Burton Wall came to Wilton this year, first 
employed at the Friederichsen Green House, enter- 
ed the service now released, he operated the DX 
filling station for a few months, lives on West 5th 
street. 

1938 


Sam King Jr. came to Wilton this year, he oper- 
ates a filling station south of the depot, lives: at 
the station. | 

Frank Wilson came to Wilton this year, is at pres- 
ent in the service, lives on West Summit Street. | 

Emil Moeller came to Wilton this year, retired,, 
lives on Maurer Street. 

L. J. Dayton came to Wilton this year, sort of 
handy man, lives south of the railroad 

Henry Sambdman came to Wilton this year, he 
worked at various places as a meat cutter, he is now 
employed at the Clover Farms Store, liv es on East 
4th Street. | 

Philson Lincoln came to Wilton this year, home is 
on East-North Railroad Street. 

Clinton Lincoln came to Wilton this year, he is a 
teamster, lives on East 4th Street. 

Henry Martin came to Wilton this year, retired. 

Alex. Parks came to Wilton this ‘year, he has done 
various kinds of work. 

L. M. Hatfield came to Wilton this year, was the 
proprietor and manager of the Hatfield filling sta- 
tion for some years, lives in North Wilton. | 

Chas. Adams came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on East 3rd Street. 

Paul W. Johnson came to Wilton this year, retir ed, 
but somewhat interested with his son on the farm, 
lives on Cedar Street. 

R. S. Grimm came to Wilton this year, is employ- 
ed in the Tri-Cities, lives in South Wilton. 

Henry Davis came to Wilton this year. 

Walter Timmsen came to Wilton this year, em- 
ployed in Durant, lives on East 3rd Street. 

Ivan Sterner came to Wilton this year, employed 
with the repair gang of the railroad. Resides in the 
house he purchased South of Depot. 


1939 


The new City Hall building was built this year, 
large enough to house most of the cities needs, the 
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Photo of City Hall taken in March of 1947, also shows Honor Roll Board, 
which was donated by Miss Frances Kelley, City Clerk of Wilton a 
number of years ago. 
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This photo of Wilton’s Municipal Light. Plant was also taken in March 
of 47, and was built in 1929. 
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With Compliments Of 


Clarence . Burmester 


Commander and Chief 
AMERICAN LEGION 
"46—’47 
Post 584 
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Hatfields Service & Restaurant 


We Never Kloze 


Phone 242 At Wilton 


Wilton Milk Products Co. 


Buyers of 
MILK and CREAM 


Phone 43 At Wilton 
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auditorium or hall proper is a very large room and 
can accomodate most any crowd. In the basement 
Lhere is a room for the Legion to meet in, also room 
for the Firemen. The Public Library is also in this - 
building, Mrs. E. W. Mead being the Librarian, there 
are quite a number of books and per iodicals to be 
found there. Also houses Council Chambers, Mayors 
Office, City Clerk’s Office and the fire apparatus is 
also housed in the building proper, the City Hall is 
an asset to the town. 


Henry Sambdman came to Wilton this year, out 
of the service now, lives in South Wilton. 

Leslie Ferguson came to Wilton this year, does 
some gardening, lives in south Wilton. 

L. J. Kiser came to Wilton this year, retired, lives 
at the corner of 5th and Cedar Streets. 

Geo. Frymoyer came to Wilton this year, employ- _ 
ed in the Tri-Cities, lives on East 6th Street. | 

Clarence Burmeister came to Wilton this year, 
now employed by the Byrne Construction Co. of 
Moline, released from the service December 19, 1945. 
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Dave Bowers came to Wilton this year, Perce 
in the Tri-Cities, lives in South Wilton. 


Henry Lonshaw came to Wilton this year, he is 
employed at the Wilton Milk Products Co., lives in 
South Wilton. 

Geo. Reedy came to Wilton this year, a gardener, 
lives on East 3rd Street. | , 

Clarence Fulton came to Wilton this year, he Op-. 
erated a dairy until 1944, lives on West 5th Street. 

Ben Shea came to Wilton this year, he represents 
a mineral feed company, lives on East 3rd Street. 

Western Auto Co., owned by Mr. H. C. Moeller, 
was opened this year. He recently bought the build- 
ing formerly owned by Nicolaus Bros. Mr. Moeller 
was the most successful tomato raiser in this com- 
munity, if not in the state. He had 60 acres in toma- 
toes in 1946 and received the largest check any 
farmer ever received for raising tomatoes in this 
vicinity. Mr. Moelelr is a fine young business man. 

H. B. Tumey came to Wilton this year, he is op- 
erating a plumbing shop located in one of the Leith 
buildings. Lives on East 6th Street. 

Arnold Ziebarth came to Wilton this year, he op- 
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erates a truck for the Watson Bros., lives in South 
Wilton. Moved to the Tri-Cities in 1946. 

Harold Nicolaus, a Wilton boy, began his career 
in the Wilton Savings Bank, was in service and has — 
been discharged; is back on his old job in the bank, 
also, with his brother, Robert, operate the Nicolaus 
Insurance Agency. He had a sad experience a few 
years ago, the house he was remodeling was wreck- 
ed by an explosion, he built a new bungalow where 
he now resides on West 6th Street. _ 


1941 


Hilbert Leech came to Wilton this year to oper- 
ate a tavern, lives on West 6th Street, Suspended 
business in 1946. 

Earl H. Luethye, a painter and decorator, lives in 
South Wilton. 

Rev. Roger L. Crabtree came to Wilton this year 
to become the pastor of the Methodist church, he 
_resides in the parsonage next to the church. 

Bert Gill came to Wilton this year, retired, lives 
on West 5th Street. | 

Wilbur Jensen, operated a tavern on Front Street. 
Suspended business in 1946. 

Whitey McQuillen operates a tavern in the IOOF 
Huilidng. 

L. C. Gill came to Wilton this year, he was employ- 
ed in Lamps Store as a meat cutter but was called 
to the service and is still in. 

C. E. Whitmer came to town this year, he had 
been employed in the Tri-Cities. Is a carpenter by 
trade, lives on West 6th Street. 

Ernest Colberg came to Wilton this year, his 
time is taken up by looking after his farm work, 
lives on Cherry Street. 

John Ellis came to Wilton this year, an auto 
mechanic, lives in South Wilton. 

Har old Grunder, a Wilton boy, was sheleced 
with his father, W. A. Grunder, in the Contracting 
business, his father has passed away, but he will con- 
tinue the business. Harold is one of our energetic 
men. He built his new home where he resides in 1940. 

Harlan Grunder a Wilton boy, 1s a carpenter by 
trade, he had assisted his father in the Contracting 
business before his father passed away but will 
work with his brother in the business. Resides on 
Ikast 3rd Street. 
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1942 
Mearle Hicks came to Wilton this year, lives in the 
Bannick apartments. 


Paul Hedden came to Wilton this year, he oper- 
ates a trucking business, lives on East 3rd Street. 


Ray F. Pilcher came to Wilton this year, first op- 


erated the bakery, but recently purchased the 


tavern of Hilbert Leech. 

August Bangert came to Wilton this year, is 
employed in Durant, lives on the corner of East 6th 
and Locust Streets. 

Kenneth Wagner came to Wilton this year, he 
purchased the Wilton Theater, changed the location 
to the Bacon building, has an up-to-date place, lives 
over the theater. 

Phillip Scharff came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lived in South Wilton. Died in 1946. 


Chas. Wesley Norton came to Wilton vars year, he 


lives on East 5th Street. 

Harry Amerine came to Wilton this year. Is em- 
ployed in the Tri-Cities, lives on East 5th Street. 

Albert Rubel came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on East 5th Street. 

Roy Kress came to Wilton this year, he drives a 
truck for the Rock Island Produce Co., lives on Kast 
4th Street. 

Geo. Withrow came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on Maurer Street. 

W.S. Wildasin came to Wilton this year, first liv- 


ing in the Daut house, then purchased his present 


home on West 4th Street. 
1943 


Sam King, Sr. came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on South Cherry Street. 

Hilbert Snider came to Wilton this year, drives a 

Ruan truck, lives in the Maurer apartments. 
Lewis Coss came to Wilton this year, lives on 
North Cedar Street. 

W. J. Kelting came to Wilton this year, employe 
by the railroad, lives on West 4th Street. 

W.C. Chapman came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on Kast Sth Street. 

Chas. Corley came to Wilton this year, operates 
an oil truck and the D-X filling’ ‘station, lives oa 
West 4th street, | 
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Real Estate Abstracts 


E. W. Mead 


Dr. G. A. Whetstine 


, Attorney-At-Law 
Osteopathic Physician 


Civil Practice Probate of Estates 


Phone 212R2 ~—_ at Wilton 


~ Quality Grocery 


: Groceries - Meats - tables . 
Home of good food with s - Vegetables 


: Hutchinson’s Ice Cream 
Courteous Service 


Special Sunday Chicken Dinner Fannie and Henry Beinke 
Prop. 


Phone 60 at Durant 


Phone 8 at Moscow 


We Never Close 


1 Della and Jim Trainor’s 


L. C. Luethye 


Plumbing & Heating 
Sheet Metal Work 


Hi-Way Stop 


D-X GAS and OIL 
TIRES and ACCESSORIES 
REFRESHMENTS 


Electrical Work 
G. E. Appliances 


Mac's 
Whiteway Restaurant 


Phone 22 at Durant] {Phone 206 Durant, Ia. 


Hahn Brothers Co. Compliments Of 


Wholesale 


| Fruits and Vegetables 


Lagomarcino Grupe 
Company 


uscatine, Iowa ; 
M : Muscatine, Iowa 
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Martin Jensen came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on Hast 5th Street. 

Frank Darting came to Wilton this year, he now 
operates a truck for himself, lives on East 3rd 
Street. | | 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Lorenz and son, Lester, 
junior, came to Wilton this year, purchased the 
stock and equipment of the Wilton Advocate, a 
printing establishment publishing the local news- 
paper. Brought with them, from LeClaire, Iowa, 
the firm name of The Elite Press. Have made many 
improvements to the business, reside on West 5th 
Street. 

Rev. C. M. Ferguson came to Wilton this year, he 
is pastor of the Evangelical church south of town 
on Highway No. 88, lives on East 5th Street. 

Wm. Howell came to Wilton this year, lives in 
South Wilton. . 

Ed Schaffer came to Wilton this year, operates an 
Implement business in Bennett, lives in the Maurer 
apartments. 

Rev. Edward J. O’Hair came to Wilton this year 
as the priest of the Roman Catholic church of Wil- 
ton, lives on East 38rd Street. 


1944 


Paul Herr came to Wilton this year, was in the 
service, lives on East 5th Street. 3 

J. R. Dose came to Wilton this year, he is now sex- 
ton at the Presbyterian Church, lives on East 6th 
Street. 

James Parkhurst exme to Wilton this year, lives 
on West dth Street. 

Charles Babcok came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives in South Wilton. 

Fred Pasgovel came to Wilton this year, works 
in the Tri-Cities, lives on East 4th Street. 

Geo. E. Rick came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on East 4th Street. 

Gaylord Leggins came to Wilton this year, lives 
on West 6th Street. 

W. E. Hilgenberg came to Wilton this year, 1s 
employed by the R. E. A. bought a home on Chest- | 
nut Street where he lives. 

Kenneth Whitely came to Wilton this year, em- 
ployed in Moline, bought one of the Hickey houses 
on East 4th Street where he lives. 
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Miss Alta B. Suiter, R. N., former assistant pastor 
of the LeClaire Full Gospel Tabernacle, came to 
Wilton this year to make her home with Mr. and 
Mrs. L. E. Lorenz. 

Robert Worrell came to Wilton this year, he is 
employed by the R. E. A., lives on North Cherry 
street. 

L. A. Ford came to Wilton this year, retired, lives 
on Cedar Street. 

Milford Smith came to Wilton this year, lives on 
West dth Street. 

John Smith came to Wilton this year, laborer, he 
lives on East 3rd Street. 


1945 


It seems as though some terrible thing must hap- 
pen every so often, this time it was the killing of 
Pete Soteros, section foreman on the railroad, and 
one his men by the name of Lamp. They saw a train 
coming from one direction and stepped on the other 
track not noticing that a train was approaching ‘on 
the track where they were standing, the road ‘be- 
ing of the double track system. 

The R. F. Abbott residence on North ‘Chorry 
Street was destroyed by fire this year. 

Leo Herr came to Wilton this year, was in the ser- 
vice, lives on East 5th Street. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Daly came to Wilton this year; 
Mr. Daly operates a welding shop:and Mrs. Daly a 
cafe downtown. They live over the Teasdale sehee 

Raymond G. Tyler came to Wilton this year, 
the Athletic Coach of the ‘Wilton Schools, lives on 
- Cedar Street. 

Elmer Straub came to Wilton this year; he is 
employed in the Tri-Cities, lives on East 3rd Street. 

A. E. Eckhardt came to Wilton this year, lives in 
~ South Wilton. At the time of gathering this history 
was in Arizona for his health. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Frankenpohl came to Wilton this 
year; purchased the Wayside Cafe of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. John Diggins and in the early spring of 
"47 sold same to Mrs. Louise Foreman who now op- 
erates the Cafe which is located on East 5th Street. 

Melvin Louk came to Wilton this year, employed 
by the R. ik. A. lives in South Wilton. 

Elmer Daut came to et this year, retired, 
lives on Cedar Street. aes 
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Bert Snider came to Wilton this year, he operates 
au trucking business, resided’ on West oth Street 
until March of 747 when he and Mrs. Snider moved 
to a home on East 6th Street. | 

Chester Ellis came to Wilton this year, lives | on 
West 6th Street. 

David Stapp came to Wilton this year, he operates 
an implement shop on Cedar Street. Lives on West 
4th Street. 

H. V. Bunce came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives south of the depot. 

Henry First came to Wilton this year, employed 
by the railroad, lives on Locust Street. 

H. H. Hudson came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on West 4th Street. 

Evan Jenkins came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on Maurer Street. 

Kenyon Fitzjarrell came to Wilton this year, op- 
erates an electric shop corner of 4th and Chestnut 
streets, lives over the shop. 

John Schiele came to Wilton this year, released 
from the service, lives on East 6th Street. 

Joe Bujewski came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives with Harry Maurer on West 4th Street. 

John Birkhofer came to Wilton this year, rural 
mail carrier, lives on East 6th Street. 

Mort Cockshoot, a Wilton boy, employed in the 
Tri-Cities for awhile, lived on West 6th Street, 
moved away in 1946. | ) 

Carl Musfeldt came to Wilton this year, operates 
a garage on the north side of 4th Street, lives over 
the garage. 

Richard Fulton came to Wilton this year, operates 
a dairy route, lives in south Wilton. 

W.N. Phillips came to Wilton this year, lives on 
Hast 3rd Street. 

W. A. Licht came to- Wilton this year, employed 
by the R. KE. A. 

Charles Hines came to Wilton this year, employed 
in the Tri-Cities. Lives on East 6th Street. 

H. L. Schafnit came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on West 5th Street. Is now the mayor of 
Wilton. 

Roger Coulson came to Wilton this year, is the 
English teacher and also Principal of the Wilton 
schools, lives on Hast Sth Street. 
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Louis Stoll came to Wilton this year, retired, lives 
in home he purchased that was built by Herman 
Kretschmar in 1922. 

Ferdinand Bunge came to Wilton, retir ea lives on 

vast 4th Street. 

| 1946 

Willard Hillyer came to Wilton this year, was in 
the service, now discharged, purchased the Wacker | 
Blacksmith Shop, lives on West 6th Street. 

Claude Christian came to Wilton this year, lives 
on West Iowa Street. | 

Martin Peters came to Wilton this year, operates 
an oll truck, lives on East 6th Street. 

Frank Hamann came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on West 6th Street. 

Henry Grunder came to Wilton this year, retired, 
lives on West 6th Street. 

Henry Dall came to Wilton. this year, he is sexton 
of the Oakdale Cemetery and lives in North Wilton. 

Jacob Bigford came to Wilton in the early thirties, - 
he lives in South Wilton. 

Elnof Kroening came to Wilton in the year 1945 
making his home in South Wilton. 

Dr. Robert P. Mason is a product of the town. He 
spent his boyhood days in Wilton, after passing 
through the Wilton schools, he entered the State 
University of lowa. Completing his course there, he 
continued taking the course in Medical School con- 
nected with the University. He then served one 
year as intern at the Methodist Hospital in Indian- 
“polis, Indiana. 

Joining the Navy asa Medical Officer, he has been 
stationed in various areas in the Pacific. Serving two 
years overseas he was returned to the states, and 
was stationed at a post near Norfolk Virginia, where 
he served until discharged. 

~D. V. Smull purchased the Robert Budelier home 
this year. 

Henry Schmidt bought the Smull home this year. 

LL. C. Cockshoot became a citizen of Wilton this 
vear, retired. 

The R. I. A. came to Wilton in the 1944 and estab- 
lished their headquarters here, bringing’ several 
families to town, they are constructing power lines 
in the rural districts, 

They have purchased vacant lots known’ as. the 
Nelson lots in Hast Wilton along the highway, this 


bn yy spimeress bs 


no esvil botiier 038 inane 


fie “t2. 430 JeoW uo eovil , one , (din . 
zavil sgey eid) notliW of SARS. 1h ¢ 


doeite yy 
eoteteqo vtasy eit nostw on, 9isd eretad 
d99132 ddd. senet g Se a tt Tho 
bs litot (1B9y zidd NOT Wed. ett naapaitas ine 
tee%f@ ddd teoW no aovit 
borier 188Y aid? mostW o8 oaias iohantD yineH | 
deo? Ag) desW eo evi | 
odxoe al oil 1s9y eid} mosiW of Sines il } 
Hout W Ato ab eovil bis yrstemsOsipbil ) oda asad % 
git vids vise onli ni notliW os 9miso byotgid dosal 
gotliW dito ni eaval on 
SbCl ta90y os ni roti W of orivs -gninso1m tonfa 
ANOSHW dived ri sated ela eotian - 
9H .wol 93 to Joudorwg B ef NoesM’ AY Jxedosl! 4 
ynivesg iolic .nosliW ni eysh  boeonyod eid tneqa 
93812 edi borstns 9 jaloordse modliW ods ftguoiws 
od 19d se169 ein guitetqeroD .swol Yo ysietovinU. P 
-io9 loorled® inoibsM ni setwoo old ‘ynidet heuniines 
eno 6bevise sedi oH .yliarovinU off iw helen — 
-iaibal ni IstiqeoH JeibodieM of} 38 meta eo ise, 
erisibel iret is | 
noed age on ,r99ittO IesibeM & en yvs odd Ret ue 
ows gnivise sitios off ni esoty auoitey ni nie |. 
bia .2o3ete ods od hsniuier eaw od aBOZ19VO ‘ery 
stow sitttgti¥ dott 1999 J26q 8 16 bootie éaw 
-bogrisdoeib fitnw heviseed 
omod i9ilsbud tredoff add beastie, eee Re 
‘ " een. 
ney eid) srod Mum’ odd tdquod dbieulee y My 
bids nodliW Yo nositio 8 ameoed: sooHade i : Rab pis: 
-Uates bas peel oil) ai neti oO » ay ra oh. 
lgteyee gnignind 91 ¢ 
. Pain a kes art 


A view of the north side of the Bacon Building where the Wiltan 
Herald. was located. Picture taken ahout 1897. 


Looking west from top of Nelson Building in 1880. On the left is the 
HWucke Livery Barn and in background, the Wallace house, 
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“Grfts For All Occasions” 

Pictures Greeting Cards Novelties 
Ladies Handkerchiefs 

Children’s Books and Toys 


Candy Carmelcrisp Popcorn Gum 
MARGUERITE’ S GIFT SHOP 
224 E. 2nd Street _ Muscatine 


A Complete Line of 
Petroleum Products for Home or Farm Use 


QUALITY OILS GREASES 
GASOLINE 
TRACTOR FUEL HEATING FUEL 


STOCK SPRAY MEDICATED HOG OILS 


Your Home Owned, Independent Jobbers | 


Distributors of 


PARALAND-PENNFIELD PRODUCTS 


PETERS OIL CO. 


George & Fred Peters Martin ‘‘Cy’’ Peters 
Phone 1200 Phone 183 
Muscatine Wilton 


YOUR BUSINESS APPRECIATED 


Willys — Overland 


SALES & SERVICE 


BOWMAN MOTOR COMPANY 


PHONE 104 nies oa 219 E. Front St. 
Muscatine, lowa 
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property consists of a city block. Here they have 
established their office and freight depot, along the 
railroad tracks, also a building to store necessary 
material. An asset to the town. 

Bannister Brothers, Emil and Carl, came to Wilton 
in the year 1946. They are operating the Mid-Way 
Garage, along the highway on East 5th Street, they 
also reside on East 5th Street. 

Paul Hedden bought lot 4 Block 64 Butterfields 
addition from the Knouse family. 

Roze Rorrick bought Lot 2 Block 63 Butterfields 
addition from M. B. Nelson, this year. 

Wayne Grunder a product of Wilton passing 
through the Wilton Schools. Entered the service but 
now released. Assists his father at carpenter work. 
He purchased a lot on East 5th, upon which he erec- 
ted a new home for his family. But after completion 
sold it to Mayme McKeag and is at present erecting 
a new house in West Liberty. Mrs. McKeag purchas- 
ing this property for a home, she sold her property 
on West 5th Street to Carl Schwin. 

Norman Peek an enterprising young man became 
a citizen a few years ago. He was in the service, af- 
ter his release he purchased a lot on East Wate 
Street and has erected a fine residence thereon. He 
is an electrician by trade. 

Henry Gruemmer residing on East 5th Street, has 
erected a new garage on the back part of the lot 
facing on Chestnut Street. Mi. Gruemmer has been 
a citizen of the town for some time. 

R. F. Abbott is erecting a new house to replace 
the one destroyed by fire in 1945. It is on his lot on 
North Maurer Street. . 

Mr. Mark Nelson has erected a new house on his 
lot on the corner of 6th and Cypress Streets. When 
completed the new home will be occu en by Mr. 
Nelson and family. 

H. C. Lange having disposed of the garage on the 
corner of 4th and Cypress Streets, has purchased 
the west part of the lot adjoining the property he 
sold and has erected a new garage with living 
quarters on the second floor. 

Beryl Grings, of Durant, purchased the Wilton- 
Durant Locker Plant this year. It is operated by - 
Charles Taylor and Albert Meisinger. 

Charles Hart came to Wilton in the year 1878, was 
employed by the Economy Lumber Co. for 26 years, 
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was out of town for a short period returning in 1946. 
Is now employed as City Weighmaster, resides on 
3rd Street. | 

Mrs. Hattie Mason sold her home on the corner 
of Elm and 6th Streets to Richard Lester, who in 
turn has converted it into an anartment building. 
she also sold her property on East 4th to Wilbur 
Hendricks, whose son is to occupy said property. 
She purchased the Lowry Johnson property on 
West 5th Street, where she now resides. 

The Minnie Friederichsen house on East 5th 
street was sold to Val Wilson of St. Paul, Minn. 
Formerly Val Hudler. The Wilson’s will cecupy the 
premises about May Ist, 1947. 

Dr. Frutiger bought Lots 1-2 and 38 Block 64 
of Butterfields addition this year. 

Leo Walters, a product of the town, he was induct- 
ed into the service, now released, resides with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Walters. | 

L. R. Friederichsen and wife, sold to F. E. Wal- 
ters and wife, Blocks 69 and 72 and Lots 9 to 16, in 
Block 81, Green and Stones addition. 
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We must not forget the liberal gift of Frances R. 
Kelley of Muscatine but a product of Wilton, of the | 
bulletin board placed on the City lot just west of the 
City Hall. Containing the names of the boys and 
men in service. Known as the Wilton Honor Roll. 
It is a great credit to the town, moreso to the 
donor; many thanks, Frances-—‘‘Hats Off.”’ 


posta inemdws08 fei di be 10 : 
iudiW of With Jes no ytreqotq tof bloe.oelaed® 
-Ytreqorqg bige yquoo0 od el moe oan - aot 
mo yitesqorq moeidol yrwod oft hatte i 1 
eobieet wor silesiedw teo3d2 ‘oe : 
HG: jes no sevod noadsiteboivd sinniM eAT! 
iM duel 1@%0 noeliWis¥ of bloe enw jos 
odd ‘Yqaao0 fiw e'noaliW eft asibulbis¥ ae 0" > 
, TRE et aM de Seas 
18 soold € bas Sl efod 4 tort 0» oe eee 
BSY AAD: noitibbs' ebloilwettudl pa iz 
-Joubai aew of aos ait Yo douborg 8; @riswonbur 
vid stiw esbieer’ beessian won soivise adieinibe 
aiodieW bord .eiM bas .~Myestaetsq. 7 
eW A 1 od bloe wliw bas needtoivepeitty Aratey 7 4 
ai Of of @ etod bas SV bas @0 adoold otiwbag Bist 
noi tibbs: eoande bere devohis ingens: x3 


hha ate 


; faa is a ee 44 ry a: 4 ‘ 
me ape 


* wank sf ve ie: a an } Je 
: Fi apt ie " 
ay: 4 ie 
pe ae . rs sinh ae a 
« ye a 
‘ t } Nees { = * hamoc€. 
.. ; < ‘ | 4 
be Pea iH es foe 
» PRE 
t is y en, “qt, JS 
: 77 yi ae ee EAA, 9) RY RR Seu a eS 
. 4 / i VE ge Ne F ppaer tl 
4h. , 
Janis ps ht VOB rs aly moe ¥ ay: beetle ck 


iy practi “4 


A ssh Ng to Sti’ if erfd’ Jom Jewert 

odd to wotliW to fae core 
alt io Jaow taut tol 1094 9 
bas eyo odd it 7 adi 
JloH4ton0H noi yen | 
ont of oxss0mr yerwot oft 
aie ‘RO bist ‘oon Naa 


i 
VAT 


bn rhe. ; ‘ 
fies os a 


J — i . 
WRES Tee Mae Da ¢. ie. 


ee i Hea hak 
wa ts 1% . ys on may) Wa Tree A Pi til? > 
nae Wh RD 4 wei g ee) ii 


Pid te?) : i” ‘‘ - ryt} ae 


Two views 
Street. 


. 


of the Homecoming parade in 


1922, Looking east on 4th 
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RADIOS 


® ZENITH 
® WESTINGHOUSE 


REFRIGERATORS 
® EASY 
® UNIVERSAL 


ELECTRIC RANGES 
© UNIVERSAL 
© WESTINGHOUSE 


WASHING MACHINES 
@® EASY 
® UNIVER 


QUAKER OIL BURNERS 
WILTON KLECTRIC SHOP) 


ANDY MUELLER, Prop. | 
PHONE 21 WILTON JCT., iat 
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Some of Our Influential | een. 
~Who ‘Have “Passed Away Z 


imam (CASH) MAURER, operated a general 
= store, his first place of business was on the 
7 a north side of 4th Street. Located in a building 
that stood on the ground where Dr. Teas- 
dale’s dental office now stands. He then bought 
some ground on the south side of 4th Street and 
built the double store of brick, now known as Maur- 
er’s Block. This building now occupied by Ed. F. W. 
Maurer. Mr. Maurer died in 1980. A good citizen 
has left us. 

DR. W. A. COOLING, came to Wilton in the year 
i873. He was educated in the Wilton Public Schools. 
After getting his diploma from the school of med- 
icine, he returned to Wilton to practice his pro- 
fession. He and his father, the late Dr. A. A. Cooling, 
were associated in the practice of medicine. He was 
a citizen of Wilton with the exception of the time he 
spent in Altoona, Pennsylvania. A lover of sports, he 
died in the year 1922. He had built his fine residence 
on West 6th Street, in the year 1900, now the home 
of Henry Grunder. He was sorely missed by his 
friends. 

W. A. GRUNDER became a citizen of Wilton in 
the year 1913. First worked at the carpenter trade. 
— Then began to contract jobs on. his own accord. Had 
been a successful contractor with the exception of 
the short period he was with the John Hunsinger 
Company. Then returned to Wilton and continued 
asa contractor until his death, which occured in the 
year 1946. He had served on the Town Council, was 
also a member of the Board of Education. He built 
a fine home for himself on the corner of Oak and 
Gth Streets. He sold this house to Hilbert Leech in 
the year 1943, and built himself a bungalow on the 
adjoining lot, which he did not have long to enjoy. 
Ile was an energetic citizen, 
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DR. H. P. MASON, became a citizen in the year 
1900. After graduating from medical school in 
Chicago and serving as an intern, he began to prac- 
tice his profession. On arriving in Wilton his first 
office was in the Griffith building. When the Farm- 
ers Savings Bank building was built he moved into 
{hat building, and his office remained there until 
his death in 1942. Dr. Mason was a great lover of 
sports, an enthusiast concerning our public schools, 
he was a member of the Board of Education for sev- 
eral terms. He enjoyed to teach the boys the art of 
playing baseball. He has gone to his reward. 

C. P. TEEPLE came to Wilton about the year 1900. 
Taking over the plumber shop of C. A. Curtis, He 
was a Well driller by trade and a man of extraordin- 
ary strength. He operated the first automobile that 
came to Wilton, it was a one lunger, Grove Hill had 
the next auto, it was a two lunger. Mr. Teeple will 
be remembered by more than one. 

JOHN L. WOODHOUSE came to Wilton about 
1886. In 1888 he interested W. D. Harris to associate 
with him in the banking business in Western Kansas 
where he prospered financially. He died in 1907. 

FRANK BACON SR. was one of our influential 
citizens of the town, during the latter part of the 
last century. He was one of our leading general store 
keepers for many years, he was also interested in 
the banking business. At one time he was elected 
mayor of the town. Mr. Bacon was a pillar in the 
Wilton Methodist Church. He died in-1905. 

CHARLES C. BACON a Wilton boy, was a grad- 
uate of the Wilton Public Schools. He was first 
employed in his fathers store, in the course of time 
he became owner of the store, which was one of the 
leading general stores of the town. Mr. Bacon op- 
erated the store until the time of his death which 
occurred in 1923. Mr. Bacon was one of the leading 
members of the Wilton Methodist church, a fine 
citizen. Attended to his own affairs not a meddler. 

J. L. GIESLER, born in Wilton, son of a widow 
who had quite a job on her hands. Mr. Giesler got 
his education in Wilton. Partially in the public 
Schools and part in the select school operated by 
Vrof. J. Bb. Harries. At the age of 17 he was taken in- 
to the banking house of J. lL. Reed who took quite 
an interest in the boy. Being an apt scholar he came 
to the front fast. After the death of Mir. Reed, the 
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Reed banking house was closed. He secured a pos- 
iton as assistant cashier in the Farmers and Citizens 
_ Bank, where he remained until the year 1878, when 
the Union Bank of Wilton was organized. He was 
elected to the office of cashier, which he held until 
the year 1896 when he resigned, on account of ill 
health. Mr. Giesler held the office of mayor of Wil- 
ton, also served a term in the State Legislature. 
Later was In the banking business in Muscatine. He 

died in the year 1931. 

H. W. LAMP came to Wilton in the year 1886, ac- 
-cepting a clerkship in the general store of C..B: 
Strong. He served in that position until the death 
of Mr. Strong, which occurred in the year 1896. He 
was then made manager until the year 1900, when 
he bought a half interest in the store, and in the 
year 1905 he became sole owner of the general store. 
About this same time he purchased the building 
from Mrs. Strong, Mr. Lamp was appointed mayor 
_ of the town to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of Mr. Bannick, which occurred in the year 1927. He 
was somewhat interested in the banking business, 
upon the death of Dr. A. R. Leith, who was president 
of the Union Savings Bank, Mr. Lamp was elected 
to the Presidency of said bank. In the death of Mr. 
Lamp which occurred in 1934, the town lost quite 
an asset. Mr. Lamp was one of the best mayors the 
town of Wilton ever had. He should be classed with 
ihe departed Influential Citizens. 

DR. A. R. LEITH came from the farm to become a 
clerk in the William Ross Drug Store. After he had 
received his diploma from the Medical College, 
which was in the year 1882, he returned to Wilton 
to practice medicine. He was quite successful as a 
_ physician, he became interested early in life in the 
banking business, was president of the Union Sav- 
ings bank of Wilton when he passed away in the 
vear 1930. He had been a member of the board of 
education for a number of terms. He served as 
mayor of the town for one term. He was a public 
spirited citizen. 

A. C. SHIFLET came to Wilton in the later part 
of the last century. Embarked in the grocery bus- 
iness, by purchasing the stock of groceries, of W. 5. 
Minster, after some time he disposed of the stock to 
C. A. Kiser. He was elected to the office of County 
Treasurer but, did not serve the full tern, resigning 
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to accept the Post Mastership at Wilton. He only 

served for a short period, when he was called away 
by death, in the year 1913. Mr. Shiflet was a good 
hearted citizen. 

W. I. BLANCHARD came to Wilton in the early 
days of the town. He was at first employed by M. 
C. Ott who was operating a meat market at that 
time. Later he formed a partnership with J. P. Hill. 
Their business was buying and selling of live stock, — 
they also operated a feed lot on a large scale. This 
partnership was dissolved but we have no record of 
dates. Later he associated himself with J. L. Giesler 
who did stock feeding on a large scale. First near 
Wilton, then near Dexter and Redfield, Iowa. Later 
changed to Gladwin, Iowa. We might call Mr. Blan- 
chard quite a plunger, but good hearted. Died in 
1929: | 

M. C. OTT came to Wilton in its early days. Pur- 
chasing the meat market business from Mr. Thede, 
he slaughtered some hogs one winter. He was at 
one time associated with W. G. Johnson in buying 
of grains of different kinds. He tried farming for 
a time, but his desire was to live in town. He went 
to Nebraska for a short time, but returned to Wil- 
ton and bought the Wilton Elevator. In a short time 
the elevator burned down. He rebuilt but not on as 
large a scale. While he was operating the elevator 
he was called away by death in the year 1907. 

W. G. JOHNSON came to Wilton in the early 
seventies. He assisted in the managing of the Cc- 
operative Store for a short time. He left the town 
but returned in 1888, when he and J. A. Hanna 
formed a partnership in buying grain and livestock. - 
After a few years Mi C. Ott and S. L. Johnson, his 
brother, became associated with them under the 
firm name of Johnson Ott and Co., this was of short 
‘uration. Then he and his brother 8. L. Johnson be- 
van feeding stock. They for some time operated a 
feed lot on the then known Reed farm just south 
of town. Mr. Johnson’s financial success came when 
he entered the Auctioneer business. He was a won- 
derful farm sale auctioneer, which business he con- 
tinued until his death, which occurred in the year 
1911. He was missed by the general public. 

A. 'T. NIELSON came to Wilton about the year 
1890. He clerked and worked in the tin shop of 
Clarence Walker, who was operating a hardware 
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store and tin shop. In the course of time he bought 
the business from Mr. Walker. He operated the bus- 
iness until the year 1930 when he disposed of the 
business to D. V. Smull, who is now operating the 
business. Mr. Nelson died in the year 1936. He was 
a hustling business man. 

_ H.E. and G. J. NICOLAUS embarked in the cloth- 
ing business in the year 1885. The firm name was 
Nicolaus Brothers, they started in business in the 
building now occupied by the Wilton Advocate of- 
fice, then later they built their large commodious 
building, where they continued until they sold out. 
H. EK. Nicolaus died in 1930, and G. J. died in 1937. 
They were always at their job. 

JOHN BERNET came to Wilton in the early days. 
He was for quite a period our leading plasterer, 
brick and stone mason. If his name should appear on 
all of the buildings that he superintended the plast- 
ering of it would be quite numerous. He served 
three years in the Civil War. He built a home for 
himself on the west end of 5th Street, which was 


his home until his death in 1932. Mr. Bernet was.a 


good and honest citizen. | 

W. D. HARRIS a Wilton boy. He received most of 
his education by attending a select school taught 
by his father for a number of years. He was employ- 
ed on a farm. In the year 1886 he became assistant 
cashier of the Union Bank of Wilton. In 1888 he went 
to western Kansas to operate a bank for J. L. Wood- 
‘house. He remained there until 1896 when he. was 
elected cashier of the Union Bank of Wilton. When 


the Union Saving’s Bank was organized he was elec- © 


ted as eashier which office he held until he was 
stricken by a stroke which ended his career in the 
year 1928. He had many friends. - 

J. M. RIDER first came to Wilton to become a cit- 
izen in 1874. He was the first and only pulisher of a 
paper called the Wilton Exponent, which was later 
merged with the other Wilton paper. The new name 
was to be the Wilton Review. He was instrumental 
in publishing the first part of this history. From the 
beginning of the town until the year 1876. He also 
served a term as Post Master of Wilton. He left the 
town for about ten years, returning to become 
eashier of the Wilton Savings Bank, which had just 
been organized. He was one of the promoters of the 
Wilton Telephone Co. He left Wilton tn the year 1905 
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aang to Cedar Rapids, Iowa where he has since 
died. | 

GKO. BANNICK interests were in Wilton before 
he became a citizen. He had been associated with 
John F. Smith in the meat market business. It was 
Mr. Bannicks business to see that the meat got to 
the shop and Mr. Smiths to see that it was disposed 
of. Mr. Bannick became a citizen of the town in the 
_year 1893 The firm Smith and Bannick continued > 
until the year 1900, when they sold out. Mr. Ban- 
nick was also in the Real Estate business after dis- 
posing of the meat market. He was elected mayor 
of the town at several different occassions. He died 
in California while on a visit there in the year 1927. 
Mr. Bannick was a go getter. 

GEO. J. NICOLAUS born in Wilton. Received his 
education in the Wilton Public Schools. He did a few 
odd jobs before he began to clerk for C. B. Strong 
in his general store. In the year 1885 he with his 
brother H. E. Nicolaus embarked in the clothing 
business under the firm name of Nicolaus Brothers. 
In later years he became interested in banking. He 
hbeeame president of the Wilton Savings Bank, in 
the early part of this century, which office he held 
at the time of his death which occurred in 1987. 

DR. A. A. COOLING came to Wilton in the early 
seventies, to practice his profession. In coming to 
Wilton he was at first associated with the late Dr. 
C. E. Witham. Later he was associated with the 

Dr. Thos. Sherwood. He first had an office in the 
Ross building, then he built the Star Drug Store 
building, and his office was in the back part on the 
first floor. Dr. Cooling was quite an enterprising 
citizen, he was .also instrumental in the organiza- 
tion of the Wilton Savings Bank, and the building 
of the present Wilton Savings Bank building. He 
was the first president of said bank. He was quite 
a Methodist. He died in the year 1900. 

C. W. NORTON SR. became a citizen in the late 
eighties. One of his first acts was to purchase the 
fine home of W. H. Johnson, who at that time was 
County Auditor. Mri Norton became interested in 
‘the town and the community. He was very much 
interested in the coming of the German English 
College. He agreed to give a certain amount if his 
name could appear on one of the buildings, as a mon- 
ument. It was finally agreed that he could put his 
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The Wilton Gun Club. Photo taken December 19, 1900. 


Front row, left, kne2ling; Clem Shifflet, Calvin Fulton, Bill Temp!e- 
man, Dr. Miller, C. H. Jacobsen and Dr, A. R. Leith. Standing on left; 
A. T. Nelson, Bert Wilson, Dennis Dwyer, R. S. Abbott, captain of the 
left team. On the right, kneeling; George Corey, Lowry Ayres, Johnson 
Klein. Standing; Mike, Shuger, J. B. McCartney, captain of right team, 
Frank Delaney, George Plett, Ben Ludlow, Frank Cromer and George 
Holtzhaurer. The man with apron on, in front of open door, is Red Fritz. 


The Wilton Band of 1875. — 


Front row, left to right; Henry Maurer, John P. Maurer, Albert 
Grunder, Albert Maurer, John Maurer, Fred Maurer. Back row; John 
H. Wacker, John Grunder, Henry Rank, Peter Grunder. 
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Westinghouse Electrical Appliances 
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117 E. Second St. Davenport, Towa | 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


PETERSEN PAPER CO. 


DAVENPORT, IOWA 
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COMPLIMENTS 
To The Citizens of Wilton | 
On A Fine Heritage 


——_Q———_- 


You should be proud of your town 


We are proud of the service we offer 


Carver Pump Company 


Muscatine, lowa 
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name on the college home. Mr. Norton was mayor of 
the town when the deep well was sunk deeper, and 
it became a flowing well. Give him credit for what 
he did. He died in the year 1908, 

C. B. STRONG came to Wilton in the early days of 
the town. When he first came he was employed in 
the Lewis Grocery Store as a clerk. In a few years 
he became owner of the store. It was located in the 
building recently torn down known as the May- 
weather Barber Shop building. He then moved into 
the north room of the Dwyer building now occupied 
by the Stapp Implement establishment. He then 
moved into one of the Butterfield buildings, now 
known as the Lamp Store building. Some years later 
he purchased the building to house his then gen- 
eral store. His home was where Elmer Daut now 
resides. Mr. Strong had an operation performed 
which caused his death in the year 1896. At the time 
of death Mr. Strong was. one of our leading citizens. 

W.S. MINSTER came to Wilton in the Seventies. 
Jie was for some time employed in the Harry Scott 
Grocery Store. Then later in the Grocery Store of 
Scott & Johnson, until they went out of business. He 
then opened a grocery store of his own, which was 
known as the Minster Green Grocery Store. He con- 
tinued to operate this store until he sold it to A. C. 
Shiflet. Mr. Minster moved to Fairfield after he had 
disposed of his store. He is now with the si ar 
he was a fine man. 
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Some of the 
Influential Men of Today — 


big sink THEDE came to Wilton in the year . 
1939 to operate a feed mill. He operated it 
Ieaaes] for some time on East 5th Street in the 
Wilkerson building. He then purchased the 
building of the Maurer Bros. Occupied at that time 
by Harry Maurer for a repair shop. He changed 
the building into a feed mill, and now operates an 
up-to-date feed mill on 4th Street, known as the 
Home Mix Feed Co. He employs several men and 
trucks in the business, also operates a portable mill.. 
Mr. Thede resides in Muscatine. He is doing a 
thriving business, quite an asset to the town. 


J.W. DUFFE became a resident of Wilton in the 


year 1931. Mr. Duffe had taken a course in pharm- 
acy and was employed in one of the Schlegels Drug | 
Stores in the Tri-Cities, before coming to Wilton. 
Mr. Duffe purchased the stock and fixtures of the 
Ralph Harris Drug Store. He now has a full line of 
«oods for his store. Mr. Duffe is a member of the 
Board of Education. He resides on North Chestnut 
Street, is one of our young enterprising business 
men. : | 

DR. M. M. HARDING, dentist, came to Wilton in 
1923. Purchasing the business of John. Scholton, 
who came to Wilton in 1913, purchasing the business 
of Dr. F. B. James, who came to Wilton in 1897. Mr. 
Marding’s office is over the Wilton Savings Bank. 
Mr. Harding resides in one of the Bannick apart- 
inents. One of our leading citizens, ready to help if 
necessary. : 

CARLTON WINTER was born in Wilton, educat- 
ed in the Wilton Schools, also took a course in a 
Business College in Muscatine. Then entered the 
employ of his uncle the late H. W. Lamp. Upon the 
death of Mr. Lamp, his aunt, Mrs. Emma Lamp, 
placed him in the position of manager of the Lamp 
Store. He is managing the Lamp Store quite ef- 
ficiently, he is one of our rising. young men, with 
quite a future for him. He resides with his aunt 
Imma Lamp. 
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DR. G. G. LEITH, a product of Wilton. After pass- 
ing through the Wilton Public Schools, he took a_ 
course in the University of Iowa, after graduating’ 
from the University, he took a course in the Medical. | 
school. Returning to Wilton he began to practice 
medicine in the year 1903, being associated with 
his father, the late Dr. A. R. Leith. Dr. Leith is still 
practicing medicine, but his main occupation is, at 
present, the overseeing of his farms, he being owner: 
of numerous farms, in this community. He resides. 
in his spacious home on East 6th Street. Mr. Leith 
is one of our thriving citizens. He has held various 
offices, such as a member of the Board of Educa- 
tion, also served as director and vice president of 
the late Union Savings Bank. 

ED. F. DUFFE became a resident of Wilton in the 
vear 1922. First operated an oil truck for the Il- 
inois Oil Co. He then opened the White Paint Store. 
His store consists of paints, oils wall paper, and 
other articles. He now owns the oil plant that he 
operates. He resides in the same building that 
houses his store. Mr. Duffe is one of our young 
thriving business men. | 

ED. F. W. MAURER, a Wilton boy. After passing 
through the Wilton Schools, he began business for 
himself. Using part of the space in the Wacker 
Implement building. After the death of his father, 
the late Fred (Cash) Maurer, he began to use the 
Maurer. Block on the south side of 4th Street. The 
first floor is used as a show room, and apartments 
are located on the second floor. He built a commod- 
lous garage on the rear. Which Is an up to date 
carage. He built his fine home on Maurer Street in 
1916. He is an auto mechanic, one of our leading 
citizens. | : 

C. W. NORTON JR. became a resident of Wilton 
in 1942, Mr. Norton. is managing farms for other 
people as well as for himself. He is a member of the 
Board of Education, and at present is serving as 
president of the Board. He bought the property | 
where he now resides, after he had improved it he 
has one of the finest homes in town. His home is 
located along the highway (No. 6) just as you enter 
the town from the east. Mr. Norton is an enthus- 
jastic citizen, up and coming. | 

When JAKIC DAVIS first came to town, to be 
come a citizen of Wilton, he came to manaye the 
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Your Family Shoe Store 


} Expert Fitting Best Shoes 
Lowest Prices | 


R. & S. Shoe Store 


113 E. Second St. Muscatine, Iowa 


Wester Drug 


815 East Second St. Phone 400 


Muscatine, Iowa 


Durant Implement Co. — 


Your Case Dealer 


CARL MILLER, proprietor 


Phone 93-R : | At Durant 


GORDON R. CHRISTENSEN 


ENTOMOLOGICAL ENGINEERING CO. 
D. D. T. SPECIALISTS 


Phone 1087-W Muscatine, lowa 
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Economy Food Store. This was in the year 1937. He 
was out of town for a period, then returned to take 
over the management of the Economy Food Store, 
which position he held until he embarked in bus- 
iness for himself, in the year 1943. He now operates 
the Clover Farms Store. Located on the south side 
of 4th Street. He has bought a home on North 
Maurer Street. Is Jake a spellbinder! | 

JOHN BURKLE came to Wilton in the year 1935. 
When he first came to Wilton he was employed by 
the Wilton Cheese Company. Mr. Burkle left town 
for a short time, then returned and purchased the 
equipment of the Wilton Cheese factory. Changed 
the name to the Wilton Milk Products Company, 
and it has proven to have been a profitable invest- 
ment. He employs ten or twelve men, also has a 
{leet of trucks used in gathering the milk. The av- 
erage amount of milk collected per day is about 
3,000 pounds. Mr. Burkle resides in his fine home, 
which he purchased on West Fourth Street. Mr. 
‘Burkle is also a land owner, one of our leading cit- 
izens. 

DR. D. L. TEASDALE came to Wilton in the year 
1923. Shortly after graduating from the School of 
Dentistry, at the University of Iowa. In coming’ to 
Wilton he purchased the dental equipment of the 
late Dr. D. E. Smith, whose office was over the Un- 
ion Savings Bank. His office is now in the Wise 
building, which he purchased, and remodeled into 
an up-to-date dental office, which is on the first 
floor, and an apartment is on the second floor. He 
also owns his fine home at the head of Cedar Street. 
Mr. Teasdale is one of our enterprising professional 
men. 

HERBERT WACKER a product of Wilton, after 
passing through our Public Schools, he became asso- 
ciated with his father, the late J. H. Wacker, in the 
Farm Implement business, and is now manager of 
said business. He was mayor of the town for 14° 
years. He built his fine home on Maurer Street in 
the year 1919. He is one of our leading citizens. 

M. J. DOYLE came to Wilton in the year 1911, to 
relieve C. Brown as railroad ticket agent at this 
station. Mr. Doyle has been our genial ticket agent 
for many years now, and is still on the job. Mr. 
Doyle resides on West 3rd Street, in a house erected 
for his own use, as a home. He is one of our respect- 
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ed citizens. He has ser ved two terms on the Town 
Council. 

D. A. BURROWS came to Wilton in the year 1905, 
to become bookkeeper for the Economy Lumber Co. 
Which position he held until the death of his father, 
the late J. E. Burrows, who died in the year 1918. 
He then became manager and is now sole owner of 
the Economy Lumber Co. On a Sunday afternoon 
in the autumn of the year 1925 fire broke out in 
the sheds of the Lumber Co. and destroyed the 
yards, and for a time threatened the Town. The 
town was severely handicapped, a great many of 
the firemen were out of town, even the fire chief 
and his assistant. Mr. Bannick being mayor at the 
time, and knowing the qualifications of the late H. 
E. Nicolaus es a fire chief in former days called on 
him to take the position of chief for the occassion. 
The town called for outside help Tipton responded 
with one truck, Durant came over, Atalissa got 
stranded on the way but, Muscatine refused to send 
help or equipment. Taking it all in the town was 
lucky. Mr. Burrows has served on the Town Council. 
He also served as head of the Ration Board in World .- 
War two. He is one of our leading citizens. The Bur- 
rows family came to Town in 1905. 

GUS NOPOULOS came to town in the year 1910. 
He operated a Candy Kitchen, and continued to op- 
erate it until lately, when he tur ned it over to his 
son Leo. The Candy Kitchen had proven to Gussy 
that it was a gold mine. Through the accummula- — 
tions Gussy now owns several ‘city properties, as 
well as several farms. He came to the town a poor 
boy, or a poor young man, but has proven to be an 
asset to the Town. 

L. L. DAWSON was born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
had been a resident of Wilton for some time, left 
the town, and returned in the year 1942. He pur- 
chased the Star Drug Store from H. T. Birchard, 
who in turn had purchased the stock from Rudy 
Farner in the year 1927. Mr. Dawson also purchased 
the fine residence of Mr. Birchard, who went to the 
coast for his health. Mr. Dawson resides in his fine 
home on West 4th Street. He is one of our leading 
business men. 

D. V. SMULL became a citizen of Wilton in the 
year 1919, shortly after being released from the 
service in World War I. He was at first employed 
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asa clerk in the hardware store of A. T. Nelson. He 
held this position till the year 1930, when took over 
the stock in his own name, and has been operating: 
the same until now. Mr. Smull has branched out 
some, he now owns the two store rooms. One was 
occupled by Geo. Heabner with a grocery store and 
the other was occupied by Ed Miller with a shoe 
store, originally known as the Ruff buildings, he 
also has become owner of the two vacant lots be- 
tween his property and the Bank property. He re- 
sides in his own home on West 4th Street. Mr. Smull 
is one of our enterprising citizens. | 

A. J. WACKER was born in Wilton, after passing 
through the Wilton Public Schools he began his 
career first by being employed as assistant cashier 
of the Farmers Savings Bank of Wilton.. He then 
entered the service of Warld War I, after being re- 
leased he again became assistant cashier of the 
bank where he was formerly employed. Upon the 
death of the cashier, F. C. Wickes, he was advanced 
to the office of cashier. When the bank was merged 
with the Wilton Savings Bank, he became an em- 
ployee of said bank, and is now employed there. He 
resides In his home on Maurer Street, formerly the 
home of J. H. Wacker. He is one of our respected 
citizens. | 

H. G. NICOLAUS was born in Wilton. After pass- 
ing through the public schools, he entered into the 
_ News business and also assisted the Nicolaus Bros. 
in their clothing store. In the year 1929 he became 
interested in the banking business with his father 
who was President of the Wilton Savings Bank. 
After his father’s death in 1937, he was advanced 
to the Presidency of the Bank, an office that he 
now holds. He resides on the corner of 5th and 
Cedar Streets. Mr. Nicolaus is among the leading 
citizens of the town. | eh 

I. Ii. Walters came here this year, first clerked 
in the Star Drug Store, then he entered the service 
of World War I. After returning from service he 
became assistant cashier of the Wilton Savings 
Bank, he is now cashier, also secretary of Oakdale 
Cemetery Association, treasurer of Wilton Schools, 
lives on West 5th Street. 

Kk. W. MEAD came to Wilton in 19385 to practice 
law, was first over the Post Office later bought the 
Baker property on the North side of 4th Street 
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and moved his office there, he lives first house 
north of the Methodist church, Mr. Mead is an 
alert attorney. We must not for get that Mr. Mead 


was instrumental in having a Public Library estab- 
lished in Wilton. 
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Looking west on 4th Street from the Wacker Implement Co. corner— 
the Fourth of July Celebration of 1907. 
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A view of Wilton, coming in the town from the East on Highway 6. 
Andy Mueller’s new electric shop is on the left. 


Photo taken in March, 1947. 


Wilton being on highway No. 6 as it is now known. 
In the beginning this highway was known as the 
White Pole Route, which entered the town from the 
east on 3rd Street, to Cypress Street thence north 
on Cypress Street until it crossed the railroad tracks | 
and interseeced with 4th Street, thence west on 4th 
street to the west limits of the town. About 1918 
the name of the highway was changed to number 
which was then known as 7. This used the same 
route as the White Pole Rou‘e. In 1926 the number 
was changed from 7.to 32 and the route changed as 
follows: Entering the town from the east on 3rd 
Street, thence west on 3rd Street to Chestnut. 
Street, thence south on Chestnut Street to Ist. 
Street, thence west on Ist Street to the city limits. 
White Pole and No. 7 being dirt highways. No. 32 
was surfaced wich gravel ahout the year 19380. The 
number of the rcute was changed from 382 to 6 and 
a new route selected. The new route left Durant on 
the north side of the railroad tracks and paralelled 
the right of way of the railroad to Wilton. Enter- 
ing Wilton on 5th Street and continued on 5th 
Street until the west limits of town. This new high- 
way was Huilt of conerete, a fine road, 
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“Shoes For The Whole Family”’ 


Brownbilt 
Shoe Store 


Muscatine, Iowa 


Seebury and Wurlitzer 
Music Boxes 


“All Of The Latest Records” 


Bedwell Music Co. 


Muscatine, Iowa 


W. A. Grunder Sons 


Contractors and Builders 


Cement and Repair Work 


~ {Phone 119 or 329 At WILTON 


Economy 
Food Market 


Groceries 
Meats 
Vegetables 


‘‘Best for Less’’ 
B. O. ROUNDY, PROP. 


Phone 28 at Wilton 


The Best In Coin Operating Machines 


T. D. Birchard 


Jeweler 


® Bulova 
® Elgin 
® Westfield — 


Gift’s for all Occasions 
Phone 62R2 _—_ at Wilton 


Muscatine 
Used Parts Co. 


Genuine 


Shat-R-Proof Glass 
for Automobiles 


115 Chestnut St. 
Muscatine, ... . Iowa 


pwol onitaoeuM 


sug 

pioanie guismog0 niod at jeotl a fe 
" | yaxtile We hae ‘eninibeonlt | We hg ray + eel 
] . eoxoll peu | | er: 
é rs eS ite 
« \is wal ee 


ees: | jnadecd ot) 10 HA* 


oo oi2uM llowhed 


ewol .sniisoeuM 


bracoil T | fa ‘shin A W 


gl i be feroblind ne viojont 


bisiijesW 2 A210 VF iisgoll bne hes 
enoies200 Us 107% atid : 


| WOTIEW IA... Rit raAih ae 
ofiWis SAS snodd eas Ae ean ale 


snitsouuM | 
oO aw bee | 


we anys pare maa 
fee ’ 


Houses Built By Contractors 


HAS. Crisman, a contractor, built the follow- 
ing houses: he first remodeled a house at the 
corner of 5rd and Locust, recently purchased 
by Mar.in Hansen for a home. Then he built 

the house on the corner of 6th and Locust, now 

owned by August Bangert. Then the house on the 
south side of 6th Street, just east of Bangert’s now 
owned by M. B. Nelson. Then the house on the cor- 
ner of Wate and Locust Streets, now owned by John 

Bolly. Then the house on the corner of Wate and 

Cypress, now owned by Jake Frymoyer. Then the 

house on the corner of 6th and Locust Streets, now 

owned by J. R. Dose. Mr. Crisman has passed on to 
his reward. 

R. D. Wilkerson became a resident of Wilton in 
the year 1909. Being a contractor he built quite a 
few houses. He first built the house on the corner 
of Rose and Maurer Streets. This now the home of 
Emil Schroeder. He then built the house at the cor- 
ner of Rose and Chestnut, this is now the home of 
Dr. G. A. Whetstine. Then the house on the corner 
of Summit and Chestnut, now occupied:by Elmer. 
Swanson. He then built the house just South of 
kImer Swanson on Chestnut now occupied by Jacob 
Duffe. He then built the house just south of the 
house occupied by Jacob Duffe, occupied by L. M. 
Hatfield. He then bought the property at the cor- 
ner of 5th and Cedar, and has made a modern home 
out of it, he resides there, Mr. V""-erson is quite a 
hustler. ; 

L. O. Stutler came to Wilton in the early days. 
As a young man he never was idle. He always found 
something to do, so he built some houses. The first 
house he built was on the corner of 5th and Walnut, 
This house he sold to Theodore Port for a home.This 
house is now owned by Mrs. Rose Ford, as her home. 
The next house he built on the corner of 5th and 
Cypress, this house is now owned and occupied by 
Thos. Owens family. He then built a house on the 
south side of Kast 6th Street which he occupied un- 
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til he moved to Kansas. This house is now owned 
and occupied by J. J. Hoskins. 

Martin Baker built the house on the corner of 3rd 
and Cypress Streets now owned by Chas. Bailey, oc- 
cupied by Frank Darting. He also built the house on 
the corner. of Summit and Chestnut Streets, now 
owned and cecupied by S. L. Torrence. 
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Some of the Shoe Stores 


B 
road moved their terminus or division point 

in 1881. Then he moved to northwestern 
Towa. He did a thriving business, employing as 
many as eight cobblers at one time. He was one of 
the early business men of Wilton. 

C. Thomsen was a pioneer in the shoe business in 
Wilton. He at one time operated a shop where Earl 
Whitmers welding shop now is, then he had a shop 
in the building that was torn down, and now where 
the Masonic Temple now stands. He moved to Okla- 
-homa quite a number of years ago. rei ke 

D. Ruff opened a shop in the early day. First ina 
small building on the south end of the west side of 
Cedar Street. Later moved to a larger building 01 
the east side of South Cedar, and from there he 
moved into a building on the north side of 4th 
Street, where he built the two brick store rooms, 
one occupied by Dr. G. A. Whetstine and the other 
by D. V. Smull. These buildings, are now owned by 
D. V. Smull. Mr. Ruff died in 1900. | 

J. H. Weih opened a shop and store, first in one of 
the rooms of the Dwyer building. Then he moved to 
a room on the north side of Kast 4th, where he did 
business for quite a number of years. His place of 
business was just east of the Wilton Savings Bank 
building. He sold out to J. A. J. Klein, who continued 
for some time then closed out and left Town. 

I. J. Covell opened a shoe store in the building 
where Eddie Johansen’s barber shop is. He contin- 


S bj SRAEL Windus opened a shoe shop in the early 
days and continued in business until the rail- 
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ued in business for sometime, then he sold out or 
quit business and left town. 


Geo. Holzhauer opened a shoe store and shop first 
in the building where the pool room now is, then 
he moved into the room that is now occupied by 
Daly’s Cafe, and from there he moved into the Wise 
building. Now owned by Dr. D. L. Teasdale. He fin- 
ally closed out. 


Ed Miller opened a shoe store when he returned 
from Tipton, and he continued to serve the people 
until his health gave way. He then closed out his- 
place of business. He died in 1943. 


Ross Robinson had placed a few shoes on the mar- 
ket in his place of business, on the south side of 4th 
Street. He died in 1946. 7 


Harry Petersen started a shoe repair shop in 
1936—west of the Postoffice—later he moved into 
the Teasdale building, next to Smull’s Hardware. 
In 1946 he sold out to Max Lauser, a returned war 
veteran, and is teaching him the trade. | 


Doctors of all Chale 


ILLIAM Ross, W. H. Baxter, C. E. Witham, A. 
VY] A. Cooling, W. H. Porter, Thos. Sherwood, M. 
O. Mudge, J. Hardman, D. E. Smith, A. R. 
Leith, Ockerman and Hynes, F. B. James, 
John Scholton, M. M. Harding, D. L. Teasdale, H. 
P. Mason, W. A. Cooling, L. C. Winter, G. G. Leith, 
Henry Hell, H. E. Henderson, F. S. Abbott, H..E. 
Hall, C. M. Cantrill, Edwin Bannick, G. A. Whet- 
stine, L. H. Whitmer, J. Runkle, C. EK. Gillespie, Dr. 
Gray, Dr. Richter, Dr. Byerman, G. Frutiger and 
K.P. Mason. | 
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Barbers - Present and Past 


}YLE Brumbaugh, Buford Baker, O. Pierno, 
Geo. Mayweather, James Rankin, Geo. Corey, 
wees! Elmer Weierhauser, Leo Masterson, E. Nic- 

olaus, L. Dunker, E. Johansen, Fletcher 
Dunean, KE, Gabr iel, Harry Stevens, J. D. Ried, Geo. 
Frank lin, William Thede. 
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Postmasters 
and Location of Postoffice 


HE first Postmaster was Henry S. Giesler. He 
was appointed under Franklin Pierce. Post 
office was at that time in the store building 
just east of the city scales. 

The next in order was J. E. Walker, appointed un- 
cer Abraham Lincoln. The office was in a store 
building where J. G. Crispin’s plumbing shop now is. 

Then J.S. Kiefer, appointed under Andy Johnson, 

Office was in store building on Front,Street on Bur- 
kle property just west of Economy Lumber Co. 

Charles 8. Baker, appointed by U.S. Grant, office 
on south side of 4th Street, in building now occupied 
by k. Ff. W. Maurer auto show room. 

John Ellis, appointed by U. & Grant. Office then 
east side of Cedar Street mn the Mayweather 
building stood, now vacant. 

Dan Har ker, appointed under R. B. Hayes, office 
in same location as before. 

J. M. Rider, appointed under R. B. Hayes, office 
moved to the building now occupied by Candy Kit- 
ehen. 

W. P. Ross, appointed under Grover Cleveland. Of- 
fice same Iceation. | 

C. A. Walker, appointed by Benjamin Harrison, 
office in same place. 

HE ik. Nicolaus, appointed by Grover Cleveland. 
The office was moved across the street in one of the 

Leith building's. | 
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Some fifty years ago tragedy struck in the little town of Moscow. 
In a frame building covered with sheet iron, an explosion occurred 
which killed two men, W. R. Spew and Fred Marolf, instantly and in- 
jured fcur others. The building was used to house a saw mill, a feed 
mill, and a c:eamery. . | 

The engine and boiler used in the building exploded under a pres- 
sur: cf 10G pounds of steam. The blast was powerful enough to blow a 
rortion of the boiler weighing between 2,000 and 2,500 pounds over 
400 feet from its original positiori. Other debris and parts of the 
building were scattered within a radius of 300 yards. 

It is interesting to note that seven of Mr. Marolf’s ten children still 
reside in this vicinity. They are: George F., of Wilton; Frank and 
Charles, who Jive near Wilton; Jim, Eva, Freda, and Mrs. Zelma Mc- 
Coy, all of Moscow; and Mrs. Lena Woods of near Tipton. The man 
in the picture is Mr. J. E. Parker, who died in recent years, 
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A photo of Shetland ponies taken about 1904 which is reported to have 
been the property of our’ presont mayor, EH, L. Schafnit. 
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lowa Huskies 
Since 1913 


Poultry Remedies — Farm Equipment 
— Cargill-Nutrena Feeds 


PHONE 399 


Main Plant 324 E. Second St. 
West Liberty Muscatine 
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Corneluis Van Zandt, appointed under William 
McKinley, office same place. He died while serving. 
H. W. Lamp served one month, being one of Van 
Zandt’s bondsmen. | | 

A. C. Shiflet, appointed by Taft administration, 
died while serving. 

Mortimer Sullivan, appointed by Woodrow Wil- 
son. Died while serving. | 

Charles H. Jasperson, appointed under Warren G. 
Harding. Served part of term. Office still in the 
Leith Building. 

C. H. Jacobsen, appointed by Calvin Coolidge, of- 
fice in same place 

Cora Jacobsen, appointed by Herbert Hoover, 
office in same place. 

Olive A. Burrows appointed by F. D. Roosevelt. 
Moved the office into the old Union Bank building. 
Miss Burrows resigned in 1946, effective June lst. 
George Kook is now acting Postmaster. 
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The White Pigeon 


Insurance Association 


dy 


AS organized in what is known as the White 
, Pigeon School House in the year 1872. The 
OCH] first officers of the association were: Thomas 

H. Fishburn, President; Joseph Weaver, Vice 
President; T. P. Furst, Secretary; and Samuel Wil- 
dasin, Treasurer. The White Pigeon Insurance As- 
sociation has been quite an asset to the community. 
It is at present in very good financial condition. The 
present officers are August Gettert, President; A. 
J. Hinkhouse, Vice President; John H. Maurer, 
Secretary and Treasurer. It has a board of thirteen 
directors. The location of the secretary’s office has 
been in various places. They built a commodious 
office building in 1940, which is well equipped with 
plenty of vault space, with directors’ room, and 
secretary’s office, and a nice lobby for patrons. The 
White Pigeon has been an asset to the community 
as well as the town. | 
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Wilton Public Schools 


HE west part of the school building was built 
in 1875. Originally it had a mansard roof, but 
IS when the addition was built on to the east, 
the mansard roof was removed anda flat roof. 
placed thereon. The addition was built on in 1915. 
The new addition contained an athletic room in the 
basement, the second floor contained class rooms _ 
and the top floor was an assembly room. This was 
condemned and torn down and the present build- 
ing constructed which seems to satisfy the curious. 
The names of Superintendents since the first high 
school building was built, are as follows: Matteson, 
Bradley, Johnson, Buchanan, Taylor, Brower, Mc- 
Millan, Focht, Pye, Bradley, Ralph, Walker, Bowser, 
Weaver, Snider, Gaines, Griffith, Felter, Baumgar t- 
ner, and Swanson. 
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Livery Barns 


Lit T. Sheets had a livery barn on Cherry street 
which he operated until about 1880, when he 
closed out and left town. This building is 
now the property of K. G. Grunder. Part of 
it is used by John Leuthye for a plumbing shop. 
Jerry Donovan kept a barn on West 4th Street. 
He operated until about 1900. He sold out to Scott 
and Chamberlin. They used it for an Imp'ement 
House, but they did not succeed. very well.so they 
quit business. In 1913 J. F. Rush bought the pro- 
perty, wrecked the building, and built instead a 
feed shed thereon. But as automobiles were getting 
more plentiful and horses were not used so exten- 
sively he was forced to quit the business. A. C. 
Hucke purchased it and converted it into a garage 
and filling station. Mr. Hucke then sold to Overson 
and Abbott, who wrecked the building and con- 
structed an up to date garage and filling station. 
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Eb Terry started a barn on the ground now oc- 
cupied by the Home Mix Feed Co. Terry operated 
the barn only for a short time. Sold to C. Hucke who 
operated it for quite a number of years. The build- 
ing was burned in the fire of 1892, but he rebuilt it 
wgain and used it as a barn for some time. The pro- 
perty was bought by the Maurer Brothers, but was 
used by Harry Maurer as a garage and repair shop. 
It was then sold to Vernon Thede and he operates 
the Home Mix Feed Co. 


The old blacksmith shop—it stood where Bud’s Welding Shop now 
stands. Picture taken in the latter part of the 19th Century. 


A phota of Wilton taken from the railroad water tank ahout 19LQ. 
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Churches of Wilton 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


HE First Presbyterian Church edifice was 
erected in 1866. The church proper was con- 
structed of brick with quite a tall spire, but 
this spire was not for long duration as the 

lightning struck it as well as the spire on the Ger- 

man Lutheran Church, known as the Salem Luth- 
eran Church, was struck at the same time as the 

Presbyterian Church, also the kitchen on the house 

where Katherine Claussen now resides. 

During the eighties, the church was remodel- 
ed, the tall spire removed, and one of a for- 
eign style was erected. In the year 1900 under the 
supervision of the Rev. McAulay the church was re- 
constructed, and also a choir loft was added to the 
building. Also the front of the building was changed 
by having two entrances instead of one, and these 
entrances passed through separated towers, and 
the pews were placed in a semi-circle. They also have 
a fine parsonage near the church. The following 
ministers have served since 1877: Hubbard, Herron, 
Pollock, MeAulay, Tallman, Lumbar, Lee, Kossack, 
Gilbert, Pfeifer, Blaesdell, Mansen, Coen and 
Robertson. . | 


Ga) 


= 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Records As Near Right As Possible 


Rev. Dugan, from 1875 to 1891. Rev. M. J. Kirk- 
Patrick, 1892 to the time of his death in 1928. Rev. 
J.J. Schoenfelter, 1929 to 1931. He was instrumental 
in having the church redecorated, also improved 
the Rectory. 

The tower or steeple was erected in the year 1900 
or 1901. The manse also being improved. , 

Rev. John Cash, 1931 through 1937. Rev. James 
Brady, came in 1938 and left in 1939. Rev. Richard 
Egan, came in 1939 and left in 1942. He became a 
Chaplain in World War II. Rev. Edward O’Hair has 
now been serving since 1943. 
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HENDERSON’S 
‘GARAGE 


Authorized Sales and Service 


CHEVROLET 
PONTIAC 
OLDSMOBILE 
CADILLAC 
GMC TRUCKS 


115 W. Front St. Muscatine, Iowa 


FIRESTONE 
Extra Value Merchandise 


For 
CAR and TRUCK 


For 
HOME and FARM 


| For 
WORK and RECREATION 


HENDERSON’S STORE 


108 E. Second St. Muscatine, lowa 
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The Wilton Presbyterian church, Picture taken about 1944. 
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EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


The first Reformed Church was erected in Wilton 
in 1870. It was built near the western city limits, on 
the lot where E. A. Giles filling station now stands, 
on West Sth Street. It remained there until torn 
down in 1904. The wreckage was used in the new 
church building erected on East 5th Street, in 1904. 
Jn the year 1910 the choir loft was added unto the 
church building. The pews are placed in a semi- 
circle. In 1946 the chancel was changed. The follow- 
ing have served as pastors: Albright, Long, Runkle, 
Lackey, Erb, Beade, Ream, Baumgartel, Bloom, 
Bechtel, Kresge, Lau, Casselman, Redinbaugh, Ach- 
terman, Newgard. Rev. Newgard is now serving in 
his twenty-first year. They have a good parsonage 
across the street. 


ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Was incorporated in 1882. Services were held in 
the school house until the first church was built, it 
was erected in the year 1890. The present church 
was erected in the year 1929, which is very sub- 
stantial edifice. The finest church building in town. | 
the first church building was moved in the rear and 
is now used as a school and parish hall. They also 
have a fine parsonage, near the church. The follow- 
Ing pastors have served Zion’s congregation since 
1882: Reisinger, Dormseif, Happel, the present pas- 
tor has served since the year 1910. For 36 years. 
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- THE WILTON METHODIST CHURCH 


The first church built in 1860, was in use in 1877, 
our beginning. This church had a dome instead of a 
spire, in 1878 the first church builuing was wrecked, 
in making the change. This building had quite a 
high spire, and was remodeled to compare with the 
churches of that date, it was quite an edifice for 
that day. In 1893 this second church was torn down 
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and a new church built. Instead of being of a more 
modern order, in the erection of this building, it 
was built to conform to churches of that day, the 
pews were put in a semi-circle and a choir loft was 
built back of the chancel. This building as well as 
the former church buildings were built of frame. 
This building was burned down in 1902. That same 
vear they built the present edifice, but, built it of 
brick, and in 1945 they gave the building a general 
overhauling. It is now in respectable condition. 
They also have a fine parsonage near the church. 
The following ministers served since 1877: Murphy, 
Briggs, Smith, Bevan, Schreiner, Walters, Adams, 
Groom, Barnett, Hanks, Hall, Payne, Poole, Corley, 
Dillon, Caughlan, Stafford, Zabilka, Loose, McBlain,. 
Gruber, Meier, Moer, Smith, Longnecker, and the 
present minister, Crabtree. 
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The Wilton Methodist church. Picture taken about 194%. 
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Lincoln Beauty Salon 
Helene Curtis Cold Waves , 


Machine and Machineless Permanent Waves 


212 Iowa Ave. Phone 1612 
Muscatine, Iowa | 


Kempf’s Jewelers 


FINE DIAMONDS AND WATCHES 
(Quality Priced Right) 


Muscatine, Iowa 
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located in North Wilton. Photo taken 


The Zion Lutheran church, 
about 1930. 
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The Roman Catholic church, located) in South Wilton, Photo taken 
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The Following Parties 


HANDLED GRAIN AND SEED 


.S. Dow & Co., Joel Clark & Co., J. G. Lyford 
eat] & Co., Johnson & Hanna, Johnson Ott & 
Mae Co., J. S. Rowe, M. C. Ott, Louie Mack, R. J. 

| McSwiggin, Her man Jipp, C. W. Norton, J. A. 
Miller, Ray Baldridge, and Art Christensen. 


win 


BOUGHT AND SOLD POULTRY AND EGGS | 


Harms & Glawe, place of business west of city 
scales. Herman Jipp operated on West 3rd Street. F. 
W. Laucamp did business as follows, first, in build- 
ing now housing Earl Whitmer, then on 4th Street 
in building now occupied by attorney Mead as a law 
office. 
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DEALT IN FEEDS 


Carl and Shuger, W. A. Leamer, Miller and Mau- | 
rer, Emil Schroeder, Wilson Chamberlin, Thomas. 
Noble, Vernon Thede. | 
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DEALT IN FURNITURE 


Aaron Park, John Rowe, Amos Barnhard, Whit- 
mer and Griffith, eho tA Nelson, Downer and Derby, 
and D. V. Smull. 
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OPERATED GROCERY STORES 
THEN AND NOW 


Scott and Johnson, C. B. Strong, Frank Bacon, C. 
C. Bacon, Frank Bacon Jr., H. W. Lamp, I*red (Cash) 
Maurer, A. C. Shiflet, Moynahan and Doran, C. A. 
Kiser, K.P. Summers, W. S. Minster, Geo. Heabner, 
Karl Atkinson, F. L. Duffe, Lamp Store, he aged 
l’ood Store, Jakes Clover Farm Store, and W. 
Looney. 
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OPERATED BLACKSMITH SHOPS 


C. V. Kirk opened a shop in 1879 in a building that 
stood on ground now occupied by the city hall. He 
sold the business to the Bridges Brothers, Noah and 
Daniel, they selling to their brother George Bridges, 
who operated the shop for quite a number of years, 

J. R. Brown opened a shop about 1895. He oper- 
ated until about 1915, when he quit business. This 
was on Cherry Street, north of the alley, Emil 
schroeder’s building now occupies the ground. 

Teddy Egan operated a shop on the ground now 
occupied by the city Electric Light Plant. Original- 
ly was known as the Opitz shop. 

Wallace and McClain operated a shop on what is 
a vacant lot, just west of the Home Mix Feed Mill. 
This was quite a shop, two stories, the ground floor 
used as a Blacksmith Shop and the upper story for 
wagon maker and paint shop. This property was 
destroyed in Wilton’s second major fire in the year 
of 189%. 

The Wacker shop was started in the early day. . 
When the Wackers moved from the Opitz Shop, the 
elderly Wacker as well as J. H. Wacker were woovt 
workers, as well as wagon makers, or anything in 
that line. Not long after the Wackers moved, the 
Wacker brothers, Charles and William operated the 
blacksmith shop, then they sold cut to A. B. Dari- 
ing, who operated the shop for about twenty years, 
‘Then William Wacker returned from the Northwest 
and opened up the shop again. There has been a new 
building erected bringing the place up to date. In 
1946 Willard Hillyer purchased the Wacker Shop 
und is operating the shop at present. 
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: ; OPERATED | 
THE WILTON TELEPHONE COMPANY 


M. B. Nelson was the prime mover, In getting the 
Wilton Telephone Company started in Wil.on. He 
was encouraged by a Mr. Perguson of Newton, Iowa, 
who came to Wilton and put in a few lines, and then 
Mr. Nelson thought it might pan out, if he could 
find a financial backer. Which he found in the late 
John M. Rider, now all this occurred in the year, 
1898. Mr. Nelson was at this time operating a cloth- 
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Top photo is of the Fourth of July parade of 1907. Looking east om 
Fourth Street. 


In bottom photo is pictured Rev. Loose of the Methodist Church in 
the float used in the tlomecouiuing parade, 
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ing store, in one of the rooms of the D. Ruff build- 


ing. In a short space of time there were quite a few 
‘lines connected up. It became necessary that there 
be a central office, so Mr. Nelson established it in the 
rear of his clothing store. Placing Maggie McSwig- 
gin In charge. — | 

The business increased so that it was thought best 
to organize a company and have it incorporated. It 
was Incorporated as the Wilton Telephone Co., by 
the following citizens, John M. Rider, Fred Maurer, 
M. B. Nelson, W. 1D. Harris, C. W. Norton, A. 
KR. Leith, A. C. Shiflet, H. E. Nicolaus and J. H. Wack- 
er. This was in the year 1901. After the organiz- 
ation the following officers were elected: John M. 
Rider, President; Fred Maurer, Vice President; -M. 
B. Nelson, Secretary; W. D. Harris, Treasurer. In 
a short time Mr. Nelson left Wilton. The. officers 
sought a new location. The office finally being lo- 
cated in the Bacon building, where it remained un- 
til recently moved. The new site being in the rear 
of the Star Drug Store. | 

In the course of time some dissatisfaction occur- 
red and it was thought best to dispose of it, and they 
sold it to the Agee brothers, then Ben Agee, who 
sold it to the Armstrongs. The Armstrong family 
still operate it. The present officers: Mary Walters, 
president; Earl Armstrong, manager. 
Cin Y 
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~ 
OPERATED GREENHOUSES 


The first green house was built by the Friederich- 
sen brothers, Ernest and Rudolph. In a few years 
they dissolved partnership and Rudolph went to 
Marengo, and Ernest remained at the old stand. He 
continued the business in his name, until he took in 
his son, Leonard as a partner. It was then operated 
as E. Friederichsen and Son, in the course of time 
Mr. E. Friederichsen quit the business and It was op- 
erated by the Friederichsen brothers, Leonard and 
Harry. In a short time Harry took his wife to Ar- 
izona for her health, and it was then operated as L. 
R. Friederichsen Green House. 


About the year 1900, John Beimford started a 
grreen house on the west end of 4th Street, which he 
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continued for about ten years then closed out and 
moved to Norton. Kansas. 

In March of 1947, Mr. L. R. Friederichsen sold 
his business and greenhouse building to John F.. 
Swisher of Rock Island, Illinois, and Orville Has- 
kins of Bettendorf, Iowa. The business will continue 
under the name of Friederichsen’s Greenhouse and 
will be operated by a florist with 25 years of 
experience. ' , 


IFriederichsen’s Greenhouse, located in South Wilton. Photo taken 
in- March of 1947, 


OPERATED THE PRESS 
THE WILTON REVIEW 


Beginning in 1877 J. M. Rider published the Re- 
view until about 1882, when it was taken over by 
Ott and Moynahan, Charles Ott and Jerry Moyna- 
han, Mr. Ott soon quit the deal and Mr. Moynahan 
eontinued until he left the town. It was then taken 
over by C. D. Eaton who pulished it until about 1895. 
At that time it was merged with the Advocate. 


In 1894 KE. W. Clark began to publish The Wilton 
Advocate. He continued its publication until his 
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A view of the Wilton Aluminum Foundry which began in 1946. by 
Herbert E. Bortleson of Stockton. It is located just north of Friederich- 
sen’s Greenhouse in the old building formerly occupied by McDermott 
Monument Works, Photo taken in March of 1947. 
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The Wilton Stockyards located south of the tracks and west of the 
depot. Operated by Harry Dulfe, buyer for the Dubuque Packing Co, 
Photo taken in March of 1947. 
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CHAMBERLIN STUDIO 


FINE PHOTOGRAPHS 


#19 Iowa Ave. Muscatine, Iowa 


The Wilson Shoe Store 


SINCE 1854 


| Freeman Shoes for Men 
Gold Cross Shoes for Women 
Wolverine Work Shoes — Ball Band Overshoes 


Muscatine, Iowa 


When In Need Of Laundry 
Or Dry Cleaning Service 


Think of y 


| Magnus Model 


Laundry and Dry-Cleaners 


Muscatine, Iowa 


Culligan Soft Water Service : 


‘*Saves More Than It Costs’’ 
Nothing to Buy — You only Rent 


Phone 274 | | . Phone 297 
At Wilton | , At Muscatine 
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his death, which occurred in 1909. After Mr. Clarks 
death it wae published by the following: Pierrot and 
Parsons, Pierrot quit the job and Parsons contin- 
ued to publish it until he left town, which was about 
1917. It was taken up by George Mockmore who con- 
tinued until he left town. It was then taken up by 
a party by the name of Hamilton, who continued it 
for a few years and then left town. Herman Thurs- 
ton tried his hand at it, he died on the job in 1942. 
It was then taken up by the Lorenz’s who are now 
operating it, and are again trying to bring it back 
to life, and they are doing a very good job, taking 
everything into consideration. 


A view of the L2ith buildings on the West side of Cedar street. Photo 
taken in March, 1947. On the left is a partial view of the Wilton, 
Plumbing, Heating and Sheet Metal Works, center building is the 
Wilton Advocate office with Lester E. Lorenz, jr., standing in the door- 
way Dr. G. G. Leith’s office is upstairs; next is the Lill and Tink’s 
Cafe, operated by Lillie Anne Maurer and Harlan Beinke. 


Mr. A. J. Allen came from Buffalo, Iowa, and be- 
van to publish a sheet named The Friendly Farmer. 
This was about the year 1889, he continued for sev- 
eral years, then gave it up as a bad job. 


Professor Wm. Berg who was one of the faculty 
of the German English College, which was operat- 
ing here at that time, began to publish a sheet 
known as the Wilton Herald. This was about 1897 
its life was short. He quit and left town. | 
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Muscatine, Iowa 
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| YOUR CLEANERS 

‘‘Fine Cleaning For Particular People’ 

: Treda and Harry Truitt ; 

| Prop. ! 
| 6th and Mulberry Ave. Phone , 319) 
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McKee Feed and Grain Co. 


Manufacturers of Hawkeye Brand Feeds 


for Poultry and Livestock 


Phone 470 Muscatine, Iowa 


J. STELLRECHT 


Leather Shop 


t Shoe Repairing 
| 122 E. 3rd St. Muscatine, Iowa 


abe nme Aawcses 1 came Ff ascoe 9G meee P Rarncee f cane § 6 sam 0 le HO ome 


De Oe Be ee a a ee a Bam aera A emma Bm frm Ramm ite 8S 


The Appliance Center 


(Incorporated) 


“The Way of Tomorrow for the Home of Today”’ 


108 W. Second St. Phone 308 
Muscatine, Iowa 
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Necrology 


PARTIAL Hist of those that passed away 
beginning in the year 1895, 
1895 
Elizabeth Maurer, Crawford Smith, Mary Jane 
Baker, Lewis F. Creitz, J. F. Kleinmeyer Mrs. Pete 
Hinrichsen, Aaron Romig, Anna Beade, Catharine 
Davy, Lena Marticke, Daniel Dwyre, Sarah Mahon- 
ey, Nina Lage, Edgar Place, Dr. E. G. Stiles, Michael 
Windle, Harriet Lawrence, Horatio M. Gabriel, Chas. 
H. Robinson, John F. Fiedler, Maud VanZandt, Mary 
A. Burk, James H. Leech. 
1896 | 
Jacob Block, H. S. Claussen, Dr. D. L. Rowe, C. B. 
strong, H. C. Dove, W. S. Chown, Edna Marie Hawk- 
ins, Julia Beach, Mattie Nangle, Fred Galvin, A. J. 
_Nebergall, Mary A. Robinson, W.M. Addis, J. C. 
Rooney Mrs. 8. T. Jacoby, Jacob H. McCartney, Ruth 
A. Teeple. | 
1897 
Geo. F. Cormwall, Parley Brown, Ruby Hall, James 
Kelley, Benedict Marolf, Harriso Piggott, Cath 
Shuey, A. W. Morgan, J. D. Walker, Neomi Brady, 
Bernard McNulty, Nicholas Jacobs, 'Wm. Dwyre, 
Mrs. Frank Kelley, Elizabeth Ossman, Israel Wind- 
us, H. A. Hollister, A. E. Wilson, Eb. Terry. 
1898 | 
Geo. Mayweather, Clara Marolf, J. E. Meyers, Mrs. 
Peake, W. H. Shuey, S. F. Scott, Harriet E. Beecher, 
F. M. Hudler, Magdalena Frieden, Rev. W. T. Strobel, 
kid Doran, James Fiehaly, John Russell, Mrs. Bern- | 
ard Kook, John Milder, Agnes Moylan, Corne'uis 
NMeCarthy, Mrs. Mary Mooney, Wm. Johnston, Cath 
Miller, Benton Gary, W.S. Feltman, Jaspar Dawsoa. 
| 1899 
J. P. Waldron, P. F. Mueller, Levi Herr, Mrs. Al 
Grunder, T. H. Fishburn, Wm. Fiehaly, Mary Ann 
Kiehaly, James Griffith, Mary O’Conner, Mrs. Mary 
Doran, James Hawkins, Bridget Sullivan, Eva Moy- 
lan, Dennis Hayes, Coleman O’Shaughnessy, Nellie 
Seott Chandler, Wm. Dunsmore, Dr. A. A. Cooling. 
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1900 
~ Rachel Ross, Sophia Jipp, Lizzie Jewell, Mariah 
Smith, Peter Daut I, Ellen Mahoney, Frank Kel’ey, 
G. M. Frenzel, Mary Van Tuyl, S. W. Stewart, H. M. 
Stewart, Sarah Kessenger, J. W. Pentzer, F. W. Cool- . 
ing, Alice Conant, Catherine Wildasin, Wm. Doran,. 
LD. Ruff. 

1901 
- Millie Giesler, Peter Wacker Sr., W. C. McCroskey, 
J.N. McKilligan, Anna Nolte, Mary Ann Sullivan, A. 
Brugman, John Cronin, Anna Foster, Pat Doran, » 
Dennis Mahanna, A. G. Kaufmann, Lola Lawrence 
Curtis, Hans Lage, Mary Doran, Henry Neibert. 

Ps } 1902 
H. G. Post, R. A. McIntyre, Etta Hinkhouse, Mabel 

tiucke, Anna Friday, A. D. McKilligan, Hattie Hawk- 
ins, Arthur MeSwiggin, Michael Maher, Mrs. Wm. 
Mahoney, Martin Sullivan, Mabel Rodgers, Mary 
Hickey, Anna Freidli, Elizabeth Bentley, Emily 
Ritter, Amanda Cooper, Nina Fulton, Mrs. D. F. 
Dixon, G. W. Moors, Jacob Friedli. 

1903 | ue 

Elizabeth Frieden, F. A. Scott, John Peters, Eliz- 

abeth Hanners, I: N. Bentley, Mrs. Barney Doran, 
Barney Doran, Ann Russell, Cath Dwyer, Peter 
Jacobs, Michael McSwiggin, Josie MeSwiggin, Cath. 
Carroll, J. D. McKilligan, Harry B. Ludlow, Charles 
Howard Lenker, Maria Giesler, Mary G. Moffitt, 
Josephine Blanchard, W. H. Markee, Isaac Foster, 
Grace Witmer, Jacob Hough, Eliza Hough, Fred 
Duncan. 

1904 


Dora Jarr, Abbie Derby, Cath Freeman, Mary 
Jarr, Geo. M. Warren, Juliet Dove, Anna Connell, 
Robert MeSwiggin, Mary Doran, August Schmidt, 
Wilhelmina Wacker, Douglas Terry, Samuel Kiss- 
inger, James Keefauver Sr., R. P. Mason, Geo. R. 
Arnell, John Grunder I, Elizabeth Grunder. 


1905 
F. C. Conant, Chas. C. Terry, John Cope, E. Snycer, 
C. Ringgenberg, Anna Maurer, Wm. Hall, James 
Russell, Thos. Kelley, F. A. J. Gray, Phebe L. Corn- 
wall, Frank Bacon I, Jacob Stoll, E.G. Kaufman, 
Jennie Brown, Mary Mahanna, Hannah H. Hollister, 
Mary Persons, Geo. H. Plitt, Alice Trott, Lizzie 
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Schomberg, Cordelia Neibert, Della Hayford, Marg- 
nret Schore, Jeannette Derby, C. W. Polly. 
1906 
Ira ade Ralph Ringgenberg, J. H. Lenker, Fred 
Stehr, J. T. Decker, Wm. Archer, Ida Angerer Ber- 
nick, Nellie McSwiggin, Marg caret Dowdal, Geo. 
Ross, Mrs. P. L. Moore, Albert Baker, Stephen Web- 
er, Imbert Marolf, David Piggott, John Winkle- 
blech, Joseph Hayes, Art Feltman, Susan Herr, Re- 
beeca Van Epps, Fred Nolte. 
1907 eS 
Rev. J. C. Beade, John Friday, Christena Blunk, 
L. L. Lane, David Wright, Sam Arnell, J. L. Wood- 
house, M. C. Ott, Henry Claussen, John Marolf Sr., 
Ellen Fiehaly, Mrs. Robert McSwiggin, Patrick. Fie- 
haly, Bernard Nangle, Henry Dierksen, James Mc- 
Nulty, Ida Frances Angerer, John McDermott, Mary 
Martin, James Hesnan, Martha Shiflet, Selesta 
Jacobsen, Catharine Ayres, Belle Doran, D. T. Milley, 
Nelson Miner, John Bolly, Florence Mason, Anna At- 
will, John Schore. : 
1908 
John Mullen, C. W. Norton, Dr. Harriet Bacon, 
Louisa Johnston, Joseph Thompson, Josephine Sher- 
berger, Levi A. Kellog,. Wm. Rynearson, Sarah A. 
Nebergall, John Murphy, Christ McSwiggin, Judith 
Met oes W. D. Burk, Henry Windle, Sarah Jane Mar- 
kee, Ida Mayweather, Hattie Gary, Wim. Patterson. 
1909 
Rachel Bell, Gust Blizzard, Laura F. Butterfield, 
Cath Bolly, Julia S. Post, Nellie Burk Lamp, Amelia 
Nachbaur, Clara Ruff Dwyre, Mrs. Dan Sullivan, 
Rose Nangle, Mrs. B. C. Ludlow, E. J. Witmer, Mary 
C. Norton, Eva Cornwall, Geo. D. Moore, C. Van 
Zanat, Addie Hucke, Jacob Miller, James Atwill. 
1910 
Geo. Spence, Anton Feltman, Wm. Ross, H. D. Car- 
son, Theo. Bentley, Dr. G. H. Plitt, Br idget Delaney, 
Nick Gallagher, Edward Leo Friedli, Capt. Felix 
Doran, Mary McSwiggin, Julia Ledgerwood. 
1911 
John Maurer Sr., Mrs. John Maurer Sr., Dr. H. L. 
Verney, Thos. Boot, Peter Grunder, Geo. lL. Herr, 
A. J. Allen, Hugh Thompson, J. W. Blackstone, W. 
G. Johnson, Catharine Hoffman, Matthew McDer- 
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mott, Mary Rodgers, N. Eiica Peiffer, Nora Lenke 
Ff. A. Dice. | 
Minnie Franklin, Henry Ficken, Mary Marticke, 
Mrs. F. J. Angerer, D. F. Dixon, Mrs. David Piggott, 
L. L. Walker, J. B. Harris, L. C. Brammelier, F. W. 
Brammeier, Rete Agnew, Ed Nichclaus, Andrew 
Cockshoot, TA. Opitz. | 
1913 | | 
Florence Cooling Wood, Isabelle Wallace, C. D. 
ftaton, Amos Clark, Mar tha Pentzer, Geo. Freeland, 
Cae @_ Fares Shiflet, Mrs. H. C. Perry, Thomas Hickey, 
Mary Welch, Michael Welch, Ray Hain, Frei Wal- 
er, J. B. Burrows, Upton Ford. 
| 1914 
Elmus Campbell, Asa F. Johnston, John Llewel- 
lyn, Herman Kelley, Tillie Rodgers, Cath Archer, 
John Ryan, C. W. Derby, Ora Cooling, Geo. W. Herr, 
Frank Cope. : 
1925 


Ed Tipton, John W. Wilson, Mary E. Wise, Ed 
Gabriel, M. W. Butterfield, Mrs. Cyrus Shuger, Anna 
Moeller, Mrs. Dr. Perney, F. Joseph Angrer, Myrtle 
Moylan, John Sullivan, Jacob Daut, Gladyce. Dice, 
J.M. French, Orville Decker. 

1916 

Lucy Cummings, Mone Whitmer, Mrs. John Claus- 
sen, Norman Abbott, Maria Hinkhouse, James Ma- 
her, Michael Fiehaly, John Morrissy, Mary H. Me 
Cartney, Matt Wibblehauser, Dr. H. H. Johnson, 
Lilian Hucke Lang, David Agnew, Samuel Mi'lage, 
A. W. Bannick, James W. Kelley, Fle* cher Duncan. 

1917 

Louisa Bentley, Rose B. Maurer, Eliza Bailey, Je q- 
nie Myers, Caroline Terry, Fred Feltman, Eliza 
Porter, Fred Frieden, John Mohr, Myra Maurer, 
Mary E. Smith, Mrs. John Mark, John Lower, Anna 
Katon, W. F. Haford, Thos. Ducan, John MeSwiggin, 
John Connell, Emma Ingham, Elizabeth Marolf, 
Anna McCroskey, Mary A. Carl, Hattie Johnston, 
A. M. Persons, Lena. Wacker, Ed. G. Stevens, Emil 
Shroeder, Mary Jane Farrell, Geo, Schafnit. 

LQTS: : 

C. M. Marshall, I. L. Wright, Lucy Wathan, Bana 7 

Budzene, Mrs. Erna smith, Pat Russell, James 
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A LIST OF THE ADVERTISERS 
AND THOSE EXTENDING THEIR GOOD 
WILL TO WILTON AND COMMUNITY. 


WILTON 


Atkinson’s Radio 

Bannister’s Midway Sales and Service 
T. D. Birchard, Jeweler 

Bud’s Repair Shop 

Clarence C. Burmester, Post No. 584 
Carl’s Garage 

Charlre’s D-X Station 

Ernest Darting, Truck Service 

Paul Darting’s Service Station 
Harry Duffe, Cattle Buyer 

Duffe Drug Store 

Economy Food Market 

Economy Lumber Co. 

The Elite Press 

Fulton’s DeLuxe Dairy 

Gretchyn’s Beauty Shoppe 

Griffith Funeral Home 

Gruemmer Flying Service 
Gruemmer Motors 

W. A. Grunder Sons, Contractors 
Harper's Ferry 

Hatfield’s Service Station 

Hawkeye Lumber Co. 

Herman’s Produce 

Dr. H. E. Henderson 

Mearle G. Hicks, Electronic Technician 
Home Mix Feed Co. 

Jake’s Market 


Jesse’s Pool Room 

Kenney'’s Repair Shop 

H. W. Kretschmar, Auctioneer 
Lamp’s Store 

Fr, A. Latchaw, Real Estate Agency 
Lill and Tink’s Cake 

John Luethye Plumbing 

Kf. A. Martin, Attorney 

Elmer Maurer, Electrical Contracting 
John H. Maurer, Insurance 

KE. W. Mead, Attorney 

Gail Reedy, Custom Lumber 

Smull. Hardware | 

Stapp Implement Co. 

Star Drug Store 

Dr. -D. L. Teasdale 

J. H. Wacker & Co. 

Wayside Cafe 

Western Auto Associate. Store 


| Dr. G. A. Whetstine 


White Paint Store . 
Wilton and Durant Locker Plant 
Wilton Electric Company 
Wilton Milk Products Co. 

Wilton Plumbing and Heating 
Wilton Savings Bank 

Wilton Telephone Co. 
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A LIST OF THE ADVERTISERS 
AND THOSE EXTENDING THEIR GOOD 
WILL TO WILTON AND COMMUNITY. 


“Appliance Center 

Automatic Button Co. 

Auto Parts Co. 

Barton’s Shop 

Batterson’s Fashion Center 

Bedwell Music Co, 

Bowman Motor Co. 

Brownbilt Shoe Store 

Carver Pump Co. 

Chamberlin Studio 

Gordon RR. Christensen, 
Entomological Engineer 

Coder Hardware 

Culligan Soft Water Service 

Kigg Tire Shop 

Hahn Brothers: Co. 

Henderson's Garage 

Henderson’s Firestone Store 

Hetzler Dairy 


MUSCATINE 


Marguerite’s Gift Shop 

Meltzer Motors 

Mississippi Feed and Grain Co. 

Muscatine County Officers: 
Fred B. Nesper, George Springborn, , 
Ida Grimm, E. R. Swickard, Ralph 
P. Evans, W. Ernest Meeker, H. New- 
ton Lang, Frank G. Wilford, Charles 
B. Drumm, Dr. C. P. Phillips, Harold 
Hlanson., 

Muscatine Used Parts Co. 

The Muscatine Journal 

Mckee Feed and Grain Co. 

National Laundry 

Paint and Oil Market 

Peters Oil Co. 

Roth Service Co, 

R & S Shoe Store 

S.G. & P. Stein Furniture Co. 


Holstum Bread, Kautz Baking Co, J. Stellrecht Leather Store 


Kempl’s Jewelers 
Lagomareino Grupe C». 


Sterneman Clothing Co. 
Uptown—Palage Theatre 


C. He Leu Typewriter Exchange Wester Drug Store 


Lincoln Beauty Salon 
Luellen’s, Cleaners 
Magnus Model Laundry 


Northwest Turner Society 
Petersen-Harned-Von Maur 
Petersen Paper Co, 


Wilson Shoe Store 
Geo. M. Wittich Funeral llome 
Your Cleaners 


DAVENPORT 


Strieter’s Appliance Store 
The Daily Times 
T. Richter’s Sons 


~ DURANT 


Della and Jim Trainor's Ili-Way Stop Liberty Trust and Savings Bank 
Durant Implement Co, L. C. Luethye, Plumbing 

Equity Farmers Co-operative Store Mac’s Whiteway Restaurant 
Henderson Motor and haplement Co, Dr, Cy We Pra 


MOSCOW 


WEST LIBERTY 


Moscow Quality Grocery lowa State Hatcheries 
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Photo of Mrs. Sarah Dawson or} -Ji 
her 100th birthday. Born Feb. 12,| tained the greatest age of ary nale 
1846, passed away April 6, 1947.| citizen of Wiltom umtil that time. 
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The Wilton baseball team of 1903. Wor either 20 out of 21 ganres or 2F 
out of 22 games. Left to right: back row; Frank Agnew, Prof. Focht, 
Ulua Brown, Elberm Knot. Second row: Mike Cronin, Louis Miller. 
Hilbert Johnson, Leslie Whitmer, Guy Leith. Front: “Rube” Goldsteim 
and Frank. Winsell : 
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NORTHWEST 
TURNER SOCIETY 


“Where You 
Are Always Welcome!” 


Sixteenth and Washington Streets 


Davenport, Iowa 
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Brown, Ed Prien, Mary Angerer, Samuel L. Kay, Jes- 
ce Stutler, Nioba Gray Thayor, Dick Doran, Mollie 
McIntyre, AE: K. Brammeier, Sarah Walters, Hattie 
Crispin, Mary Louise Kelley, ‘Emma Ours Gise, Sarah 
A. Sullivan, W. J. Hucke, Adolph Stoelk, Mrs. Andy 
Ovesen, Ernest Nolte. 

1919 

Rebecca Creitz, Rose Strickland, Mary A. Leech, 
A. F’. Cornwall, C. Hucke, Bridget MeNuity, Gratton 
Doran, Pat Delaney, Margaret Brugman, Cather- 
ine Hickey, James McSwiggin, C. P. Teeple, Dr. Mary 
_ Hollister, Peter Daut III, Mrs. Mana Smith, J.S. 
IXnouse, Ella, Scull, Frank Cummings, John King. 

| 1920 

John Doran, Lucretia Ayres, Florence Beymer, 
Arthur Nagel, Mrs. Joe Fliss, Ruth Stevens, Her- 
mann Jarr, Walter Dach, Friedericka Kelley, Ver- 
onica McSwiggin, Wm. QO’ Schaughnessy, Sarah Min- 
ster, Jep Jepsen, James Cockshoot, Mrs. Julius Do- 
den, Julius Doden, Mrs. A. F. Strickland, Geo. Valet, 
Nancy Spence, Mrs. EK. J. Morgridge, Bertha Wag- 
ner, Sarah Leverich, Rosa Farner, John Grunder, 
Cath Schneider. : 

192] 

Anna Marolf, D. S. Romig, J. E. Smith, Sarah A. 
Fox, Araminta Blunk, Anna Frieden, Martin Baker, 
Ruth B. Decker, H. Re Dawson, A.C. Weatherly, 
lohn Spaulding, Geo. W. Klein, Cath Klein, Clara 
Dodge, Mary M. Fiehaly, Bernard C. Jacobs, Marg- 
aret Brown, Fred Pasvogel, Mary A. Kiser, Isaac 
Pieffer, Thos. Rayner. 

1922 ee 

Mrs. Just Mortensen, Wm. Kiser, John Claussen, 
J. F. Rush, John Dice, August Weggen, John Fliss, 
Ind Gruenwald, Thos. Frenzel, Olo Wilkerson, Belle 
Seott, M. D. Sullivan, Anna Frenzel, Dr. W. A. Cool- 
ing, Louise Maurer, J. L. Maurer, Geo. Sherberger, 
J. D. Campbell, Lucey Wildasin, Mary Cope, Adolph 
Rexroth, Eleanor Gabriel, Ella Turner, Mike ica 


ae Bertha Melliker, Frances Ott. 


1923 
Chas Curtis, Anna Baxter, Chas. C. Bacon, Newton 
Van Zandt, Mrs. E. J. Witmer, Else Hart, Margareta 
Blizzard, Anna Boot, Jane Davis, Hattie L. Lukens, 
Frank J. Angerer, Pat Moylan, Michael Nangle, Wal- 
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ter Archer, Nick Lang, Anna Sessler, Christ Chris- 
tensen, Caroline Schore, Mrs. Frank Darting. 
1924 


L. R. Dunker, Ethel Hell, Alex Mullen, Mrs. John 
Valet, Joseph P. Farrell, Mary Nangle, Margaret 
Prien, Honora Ryan, Henry Schore, 3. H. Wise, Mat- 
= Agnew, W. P. Ross, Maggie Duncan, Sarah Shug- 

, Maggie Roney Smith, Mary Piggott, Albert 
Maurer Mrs. Thos. Killion, Supe Patton, Abbie L. 
Sisse 


1925 


Geo. Dawsons Belle Scovil, P. L. Ayres, Anna Mary 
Marolf, Anna B. Polley, Sarah E. Harrison, Frank W. 
Gray, Edna Maurer Einfeldt, Elsie Hart Brandt, Sel- 
ma Farner, Nicholas Wirtz, Kate Gradert, Dora 
Johnson, Mrs. C. C. Bacon, Celia Russell Knopp, 
Harvey Merkley, Hazel Herr, John Wilkerson, Ed 
Chamberlin, Jane Mullen. | 


1926 


J. D. McLain, Henry Claussen, Mary. Mortensen, 
Chas. Wright, Ed Potter, Ed Herr, Frank Winsell, 
Mary J. Merkley, W. F. Looney, John O’Conner, 
August Benhagel, Cath Kirsch, Ed MeSwiggin, John 
Nangle, Bridget MeSwiggin, Delila Lenker, John 
Bacon, Lucy Cockshoot, Ella Whitmer, Fannie Per- 
sons, Mrs. C. C. McIntyre, Harriet Strong, Hattie 
Carson... ) ‘3 

“OZ | 
' Tsaae R. Ours, C. C. McIntyre, Geo. Bannick, Irv- 
ing Barnhart, Mrs. John Leuthye, Ella E. B. Curtis, 
Chas. McQuillen, S. J. Thurston, Hannah Gary, Min- 
nie Brammeier, Frank M. Derby, A.B. Kelley, Harold 
- Johnson, James Carl, Fred Ludlow, Bridget McSwig- 
gin, Pat MeSwiggin, Geo. Wagner, Chas. Rottman, 
Fannie Marchant, Anna Giese, Gertrude Kiser, 
Stephen Hoskins, Chas. Henderson Sr., Henry Ham- 
merichy .cas—-2c4 Nolte. 

1928 

Nettie Austin, Sarah A. Rorick, Eliz Nagel, Elmira 
Crooker, John Lang, A. C. Duffe, Glen Port, James 
Chasteen, Angelina Chasteen, Z. 5S. Hain, Minnie 
Port, W. W. Chapman, Josephine Whitmer, Anna 
Jacobs, Anna Malser, Louis Kook, Wm. Hickey, J. 
W. Leverich, G. W. Downing, Margaret Holzhauer, 


1 is 
+ od 


ee Sie ince le eta pl 


° ‘gdok 2M tistioM ath Holt forts 
‘jo1mgisM signs via fers’ || 


<yuAl@ dgiee son orggaM weod .4.W w 
wb odd A wade speclet “ail 5 T eM co 


191 sinnst ortidW al To Amy xe eal: 
_ 913388. PY ee OR AREE rphaacss en heer a P 
grit ‘doikasd 098 iia D Diem A 96 


| bloxsh eMOA oA ‘tou batch 
«4fomiios. .eadod ~ otra W.« 
~a8H CHEST 12 nozebusH 2st, 


einai. igh eB) mania 
pak ~omiidw. ol 


a en 


1000H ot | 


-t2M .seiW .H & 1010? yuneH 


jisdiA Jtog3if yisM dime y 


VISM sanA BoTyA a oe tives’ alls ‘ean pe 
W dasid .soairisH a fe16e yollod A snnA Mow 
de® basa jisH oielt JShistaidl 191ueM sabi a ial , 
niol JisbaiD ois shi zslodoi enna got 
qqonA flseasst siisO nose OO 21M stowmdol 
ba .nozrAliW niiol 19H loxsH, .yoblveM yevasH | 
0 well Mb enel. mente wer : 


ets Ot ik at | 
goanesioM ye n9zeuelD (lode ol afl 
HoeniW. Ane... +19H biol i9ttoF 


tenn00'O anol ,yonool 1 .W anh M 
adol. ,Arggiw@oM ba slyetizt fide. at 
ndol. 9nd gliisd i pe el ts wean olgnarl 


a had ay hed PP Le ee ane 
ue)! nh Le 
‘ “Weer Peary a ge tibet 


a2iiw) & A ella Ovdiued ndol eM J4se 
“ni isd denncH moizrwdT 8 mid 


-ylweoM Jogbitd .wolby 
{198i A . sbuts1eD pint 4 tl an ave 
Ms A ee ‘ oi 3 


acrientah fouall sila pr 
eons | 104 naln ailod oe 


A yloilh anW  vloo wisod ; 


© labadstolt torugyualt paowetis ra | 


SEARS 


FMB ae iecnectanth > 


Looking east across Cedar Street, showing the Ross Building and the 
Candy Kitchen. Photo taken between 1890 and 1900. 


The School Board of 1910-1912; reading left to right, Dr. G, G. Leith, 
Dr. L. C. Winters, F. E. Walters, W. A. Grunder, H, F. Lauser, H. B. 


Mason, and Harry Nicolaus. 
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LUELLEN’S 
Cleaning and Dyeing 


CLEANERS AND FURRIERS 
FRIGIDAIRE COLD STORAGE 


209 West Second Street 
PHONE 6 AT MUSCATINE 


FOR BETTER | 
FEEDING RESULTS 


MUSCATINE, IOWA~ 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY GRAIN: and FEEO CO. 


OVER 20 YEARS 
SERVING WILTON WITH 


SAFE, DEPENDABLE TRUCKING SERVICE 


ERNEST DARTING 


PHONE 202 —i— ~ at WILTON 


It’s not the survival of the fittest, 


but it’s the PUSH that makes a winner. 


THE WILTON ADVOCATE 
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The above photo, taken about 1900, is of a group of local Pr-sbyterian 
ladies. Extreme right, back row, is Rev. McCaully, pastor at that time, 


others who were able to be identified are Mesdames Holtzhauer, Niena- 
bar, Kelley, Eden, Woodhouse, McCaully. ; 


The Mud Creek Ramblers, 1891. Left to right: Charles Kelley, John 
Iaton, John Wilket, W. A. Cooling, Ben Tufts, ld Ingam, Bert Kelley, 
Orange Kelley, Herb Chandler, unknown, Ed Brown, Charles G. Parks, 
I. S. Tufts, Harry Tufts, and Charles Rulf. 
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Looking southeast from the top of Wilton’s water tank, 1947. The 
W Jton public schoo] is in background 
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Looking south from the top of Wilton’s water tank, 1947, 
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The above photos were taken in 1922, as a monument was placed and 
a tree planted east of the R.-I. depot, in honor of Benjamin Brayton. 
First photo shows Mayor Bannick breaking the ground with Marjorie 
‘Latchaw watching close by. Second photo, Marjorie Latechaw delivering 
an address. Third photo, H. A, Kossack, Presbyterian Minister; M. J. 
Doyle, Station Agent; Marjorie Latchaw; George Bannick, Mayor; and 
Rev. Zimmerman, Methodist Minister. Fourth photo, Mayor Bannick 
delivering the dedicatory address. The plaque on the stone has the 
following inscription: 


Rock Island Lines —1852—-1922—-Seventieth Anniversary, October 
10th. The Memorial tree, planted nearby, is dedicated by the Rock 
Island in affectionate memory of Benjamin B. Brayton, who, by his 
industry, courage and loyalty through every vicissitude signally 
aided in the development of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railway into a great transportation system, devoted to the public 


service. 


To date, this tree (a pine) is approximately 21 feet high. 
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HERMAN’S PRODUCE 


Chas, F. Herman, Owner | 


CASH BUYER OF POULTRY AND EGGS 
WE WEIGH AND PAY ON YOUR PLACE 


FLOCK CULLING 


PHONE 38 AT WILTON 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


ROTH SERVICE CO. 


INSULATION AIR CONDITIONING 
ROOFING : SIDING 


PHONE 8 MUSCATINE, IOWA 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
AUTOMATIC BUTTON COMPANY 
Muscatine, lowa 


BETTER BUTTONS SINCE 1898 


T. RICHTER’S SONS 


Manufacturers of 
LADIES FINE FURS 


Clothiers and Men’s Furnishings 


On Second Street for Over 75 Years 
‘Look For The Bear’’ | 
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W.-D. Harris, Ed Marolf, Amelia Grunder, Eliza A. 
Walker, Walter Hucke, Wm. Strickland. 
1929 

John M. Duncan, Fred Maurer, sr., Hannah Boot, 
Henry A. Smith, Will Sissel, F. M. ‘Sissel, Geo. M. Sis- 
sel, Fred P. Jones, Lillian B. Mason, A. E. Whitmer, 
vane Baker, C. H. Van Epps, Anna Potter, Amos 
Clark, Thos. Killion, Theodore Stoelk, Mrs. Capt. 
Doran, Ella J. McSwiggin, Leo Aernaut, Robert Hic- 
key, Eliza Winsell, Mary Henderson, Engel Boot, 
James Rorick, John Winsell, Margaret Atwill, Mrs. 
Hauschild, Laura Bs dy 45 Cs SAINI OR Hansen. 

1930 

Clifford Campbell, John Hahn, Richard Peiffer, 
Nettie Chamberlin, Frank L. Sample, Ella Schafnit, 
Lena Hammerich, John Valet, Clarence Walton, 
Pat McSwiggin Jr., Matilda Bujewski, Ed O’Brien, 
Kate McDermott, Rudolph Farner, Chas. Kinsey, 
Juluis Gradert, Mrs. O. B. Lee, Gertrude Pentzer, 
Fred (Cash) Maurer, H. BD. Nicolaus, Ernest Frieder- 
ichsen, Fred (Red) Marolf, Dr. A. R. Leith, J. F. 
Marolf, Anna Patterson, Peter Rininsland. 

198%" 

Mrs. C. H. Van Epps, Jim Keefauver, Peter Grun- 
der, Hermann Jipp, Sam Evans, J. R. McCartney, 
J. P. Marolf, Francis Doran, Elizabeth Hart, John 
Brugman, Phebe Llewellyn, Geo. Sterner, Nellie. 
Graebner. ' | 

1932 

Geo. Karns, Jacob Kettlesen, Chas. D. Kiser, Chas. 
Marolf, Peter Nagel, Thos. Nugent, Bertha Bailey, 
A. M. Lenker, Gerald Newgard, John Killion, John 
Bernet, Susan Wildasin, Geo. Waldron, Wm. McCros- 
key, Mrs. MeCroskey, Geo. Bridges, Dora Pentzel 
Pratt. , 

1933 | 

Harriet E. Bacon, Roy Kelley, Susanna Lenker, 
Mrs. A. F. Beard, Lena Frieden, F. A. Maurer, Sarah 
Warren, G. A. Brammeier, Florence Bullington, Pat 
Carroll, Margaret Archer, Just Mortensen, Wilhel- 
mina Brammeier, Susan Port, Theo. Port, Rev. M. 
i. Lumbar, Rev. J. F. Hinkhouse, Jack Nangle, Nel- 
lie Miller, Mrs. -4.S.:Hain, 22 Pasvogel. 

1934 
W.E. Miller, Arthur M. Scull, Wm. Darting, A. W. 
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Chamberlin, Tony Henley, N. A. Whitmer, Martin 
Ovesen, Elizabeth Michael, Clifford Duncan, Will. 
Mullen, Wm. Baker, Laura Chapman, J. P. Walton, 
Hugo Jarr, Gus Techau, Rosina M. Rick, Amanda 
Kicken, Mary O’Brien, John P. Kelley, E. J. McSwig- 
gin, A. F. Beard, Cyrus Shuger, H. W. Lamp, Geo. 
W. Heabner, Ed. Ingham Eliz Miller, Emma Cooling, 
Perry Duncan, Geo. W. Kelley, Anna Hemping, 
PENIS Dace Wacker. 
1935 ae 
Wilhelmina Marolf, Ferd Pirkey, Ben Lang, R. E. 
Marticke, Neal Connell, Geo. Holzhauer, Geo. H. 
McCartney, Nancy Plitt, Frances McDermott, Nancy 
Van Zandt, Clark Brown, Vera Ady, Jacob Lukens. 
1936 
Geo. Zesiger, Caroline Wacker, John Reese, Alice 
H. Marolf, Fred Miller, Cath O’Shaughnessy, Mary 
McNulty, A. A. Ayres, Henry Jipp, Mary. L. Doran, 
Chas. Henderson, Mrs. E. G. Stevens, Harry Wood- 
house, Mrs. James Smith, Arthur Giese, Frank Noll, 
John C. Marolf, W. J. Leech, Homer Gary, Wm. Mc 
Intyre, Minnie Lenker, Anna Weber, Irvin Duncan, 
Ollie Griffith. 
1937 3 
Louis Moeller, Martha Hendricks, Susan Duffe, 
Geo. Miller, H. C. Austin, Rudolph Hinkhouse, Geo. 
Bridges, Alice Nolte, Amanda Blanchard, Kate Ray- 
ner, Peter Daut II, A. T. Nelson, Fred Walters, Am- 
elia Wildasin, Mary Knouse, Anna Bartels, Anna 
Jewell, Ona Stocker, C. It. Covell, Geo. Weber, Wm. 
Wiebel, Henry Hell, Geo. J. Nicolaus, Lillian Darting, 
D. B: Collier, Mrs. Geo. J. Miller, Elizabeth Marticke, 
Dennis Dwyer, Peter Jacobs. 
1938 | 
D. S. Duncan, Bertha Murrison, Walter Lang- 
feldt, Henry Petersen, Ruby Lenker, R. J. MeSwig- - 
cin, Loraine Angerer, Matt Jacobs, Mrs. Ben Nagle, 
James McSwiggin, Chas. Hahn, Mrs. Geo. Bernet, 
J. W. Lenker, Wilhelm Giese, Chas. Barkalow, Mrs. 
Christina Kelley, Minnie E. Hell, Anna Irene Curtis, 
Henry Heabner, Kate Harder. 
| 1939 
John Hanners, Rev. 0. B. Lee, Herman Giese, 
James Mullen, Alonzo Smith, Wm. Marchant, Bert 
Wilson, Mrs. Christ Angerer, Bernard Nangle, Thel- 
ma O’Connor Thompson. 


A yy ee aed F, 
anid r vas 
bi 


or 1800 ie ah > hago sil i 

ole W ‘ot A ae Sve T ots Wf 

ebasmA stigoh wuadost ae ii 
--giw@oNt x a ‘cote “I not fe. ey 8 ! 
98h) gated WoH 9gude awry PEROT t Aoniky 
‘gnilood scaml yelliM sda ura ba odes WwW 
canigaeH with Do! Wood deol Ay 
Sih Soe ots Maer Ts ai), 


- Beer PR: 
pe DP ay roel pita biol How sailed ad 
H ost) “susisioH oo) dlannod issV Siotigsl 
yous JtornrmeGoM aesongyt TINT YS pce 1) | 
enotud doosl ha, BiaV aword sya! bras meV, ; 
SORE ORE SIS RE Tae 
g9ifA ‘eek Hitt ae? eniloiws> ~ i2oX 109s) 
yte? yess artgusd2'O Ais iM bord AlowM HO 
mcd al vish agit, er 79 on AA ett a 
-hooW yrieH ,eneved 24 foerebrel: ess) ant. 
dio Anbi'l seid wih dime 6 eiM anor 
9M wt W ‘YisD temoH Weed LW MowwM OD ndol 2 
neon mival " do ban, tated! slaniM 91 
cgi ee sais hard | 


« ~~ “ — e : 
Ss es Ao 


stwd ngewe wwitihdath sildvalM) sotlsoM es io 
‘09D senor ni dqfobufl :nigevA .O SH volli 090 
-yoH Je ,bieronsll sbramA tio aoilA , bind 
“ina etatia W berd soso ..T A AD dueG. 19399, goed 
sink leis sand . savor yisM , 
“ow redeW .o9D Jisval) 9 inde si ar 
sonituell enillic, vunlooilA . » pe: light 91 
sAoitisM ridodasilSs 141M VG .oge) : tld oil hg i 
edoosl rsted ieywd ona 
8Eek. | 
“al nota moermuM $seldaod. none Ba 
-giwooM .L A telnad ydut .ee19309 aap blot 
slasU aod eM 2doos 1seM vriegnA anigiod erat ret 
jenni .oo) .2aM .sdiok gor iis daar 
uM \wolutis& 20d sei miodli is MW ol (, 
sata eneil sanaA ish Oo sami Myettest wideind) 


ha" eagdaseh adeoH roel 
ei) aarinatl, prey 0 vosl rae iwHk ae: i 


tio. JandowM waW. ddim’ 
‘lod T bali buueriott rape Jab 


y4 ‘ 
~~» of a@ebtes 
ORAS ° BO 
: ar 


af is es git eer 
Photo tabers May 9, 1508. Left to right; Frank Winsell, he LER Maar 


Nicolaus, Earl Whitmer, John Killian, Frank Bacon, Frank Bentley and 
jim Bacom The scarfy om their shoulders were red, white and blue. 
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WILTON DUDES--of 1884 -_ Geo. (Deacon) Po BREa , Kankakes, Nl, Sacra 
A. Hoon, Colorado Springs, Colo, J. Will Vanee, El Reno, Oklahoma, 
Charles K. Ross, Tipton, Iowa. Photo reproduced here has, beside the 
above inscription, the note: “Mest them at. the Home- Coming, August. 


16-16-17, 1922. 
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Get 
Pasteurized 
DAIRY PRODUCTS © 


: and 

~HOMOGENIZED VITAMIN-D MILK 
FOR 

PROTECTION, FLAVOR and HEALTH 


HETZLER DAIRY 


“* Bottle of Milk is a Bottle of Health!” 


PHONE MUSCATINE 762 


425 Mulberry | Muscatine, lowa 
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A group of Wilton ladies, photo 
taken about 1900. Complete identi- 
fication has not been obtainable, 
however, the following are known 
to be in photograph. (Not in order 
shown). Anna _ Eaton, Elizabeth 
Jewell, Harriet Curtis, Miss Bernet, 
Ruth Warren, Jessie Rider, Anna 
Curtis, Vae Barr, Bertha Van 
Zandt, Libbie Barr, Kate Weather- 
ly, Verda Dove, Kate Creitz, Emma 
Winters, Stella Bannick, Ida Wise, 
Elizabeth Mahanna, Wilma Switz- 
er, Luta Dove, Emma Lamp, Clara 
Ruff Dwyer, Gussey Plett Stanley, 
Grace Noll Crowell. 


Mrs, Mary Zinn, daughter of Mr. 
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Looking west on Fourth Street, 1947. First building on left is the Wilton. 
Machine and Body Shop, The second is the new brick-front building 


built by H. C. Lange in 1946. 
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A view of Cherry Strect, looking north from the railroad. City Ha‘l 
is on the right and Economy Lumber Co, on the left. 
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Two views of the Fourth of July celebration of 1907, 


J | niet nite. 
os, ar 


at “ 


eee ta, 


a is i vet se ‘ 


Wa-w + ey —s 


oo eo “ter tadeoe LP ey dp acl te 


aye ser 


a mS ane ¥ 


* ovis 


gine) 
say ww 


na 


7 
’ 


j 


Coder Hardware 


Westinghouse Appliances 
Hoover Cleaners 
Farm Supplies 
124 E. Second st. Muscatine, Iowa 


Auto Parts Company 


DISTRIBUTORS OF 
REPLACEMENT PARTS 


210 W. Second St. Phone 2553 


Paint and Oil Market 
Merrill F. Thomas, Prop. _ 


526 Mulberry Ave. Phone 172 
Muscatine, Iowa . 


Clothing and Furnishings 
For Men And Boys 


Since 1889 
Sterneman Clothing Co. 


‘‘Step up the Avenue and Save Dollars”’ 


Muscatine, Iowa 
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Looking east on Fourth Street about 1920. 


Looking east on Fourth Street. March, 1947. 
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Looking north from the top of the railroad water tank, 1947. 
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Looking ‘ northwest from the top of the railroad water tank, 1947. 
Municipal light plant in left forepround. 
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1940 
Emma Luthy, Ed. J. Maurer, Fred Woodhouse, 
Anton Friederichsen, H. B. Ayres, Henry Lueythe, 
James Henley, Lucy McCloud, John F. Maurer, H. 
R. Maurer Jr., Cal Hanners, Sarah Furst, Anna E. 
Bernet, Mrs. Lucy Pirkey, Thos. K. Henley. 
1941 
James K. Frymoyer, Robert Budelier, Matilda 
Neibert, Frances McCroskey, A. H. Baerwald, Louisa 
Leith, Albert Grunder Sr., J. M. Scott, F. E. Kauf- 
mann, Walter A. Cliff, R. E. Showalter, W. B. Claus- 
sen, Alice I. Weatherly, Wm. Herr, Frances Schore, 
Wm. Boot, Belinda Eaton Burnett, Hugo Jarr, Mrs. 
Lan Maher, Mrs. Lee Smith. 


1942 

Herman W. Thurston, Dr. H. P. Mason, Mrs. Peter 
Rininsland, Jean Dorothy Lee, Mrs. J. F. Maurer, 
Mrs. W. F. Looney, Lyle D. Wright, Herman Ellis. 
Kate Daut, Bert Merkley, Mrs. Anna Miller, Harry 
Stiles, Joseph M. Barclay, E. P. Hoover, Ida Boot, 
Geo. W. Masterson, James Kerlin, Count De Zaace, 
rank Laucamp, Will Lang, Geo. Miller, Geo. L. 
Wildasin, Mrs. Wilroth, Grace Wallace Crawford, 
Frank L. Abbott, Joseph Jacobs. 

| | 1943 - | 

Nancy Jasperson, Carl Wilson, Edith Dawson 
Smith, Odis Ford, Chas. C. Bartels, Il. L. Kelley, Har- 
riet Morgan, Lydia Collier, F. M. MeQuesten, Anna 
McLain, Amelia Thede, Carland Huegaschue, John 
oot, Ella Pieksen, Florence Withrow, Pear! M. Kel- 
ley, Rose Kaufmann, James Smith, Christen Elleen, © 
John Hickey, May Abbott, Sadie Lumbar, J. H. 
Wacker, May Valet Cole, Mary Webster, Edward 
Miller, Frank Bacon II, Helen Wiebel, Alfred Mar- 
olf, Lois Woodhouse, Fred 8S. Pentzer. 

1944 | 

Henry Thede, John F. Breede, Jacob Lett, Diana. 
Frances Mueller, Looma Hart Roy, Sadie McQuillen, 
Edith Herr, Jacob Pentzer, Augusta Fischer, Lar- 
jana Christensen, Jennie Hillyer, Anna Berg, Edith 
KXlaes, Lauren Walden Grunder, Vernon L. Curtis, 
‘Myrtle Kelley Roth, Annie Fliss, Anna M. Smith, 
Raymond Gatzke, Herman Luppen, Kilzabeth Moore 
Giodske, Rebecca M. Burrows, Mrs. Harry Bernet, 
Ielizabeth Yoaman, Danna M. Doeuly, IHdith Bur- 
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rows, Theresa Nicolaus, Helena Ketelsen, Chas. C. 
Wacker, Mary Elizabeth Moeller, Louis Grossell, 
Prank M. Agnew. 

1945 


Clara Dall, Maggie Huerschman, Elizabeth Sophia 
Grunder, Chas. C. Kaufman, Hugh Detchon, Rhoda 
Doran, Mrs. Edward Dierksen, Mrs. Leland Rick, 
Rose Neibert, Maggie McClung, Christena Reese, 
Dan McGillivray, Alice Garrison, Ernestine Morrisy, 
Mary Maurer Walter, Emma Rynearson, Elfrieda 
Cole, Ida Kanoff, Ella Wilhelm, Lizzie Osmers, War- 
ren Lee Marolf, Elgiva Gabriel Harris, Adolph 
Leuth, Elvin Blair MceQuillen, Kate Miller, Ernest 
Holtz, Clementine Aernaut, Clara Ann O’Connor. 

7 1946 ‘ 

Martha Frenzel, John Nolte, Harold Harder, Mary 
Leuth, J. W. H. Brammeier, Ida Karns Alderhoff, 
Wm. Grunder, Rose Budelier, J. M. Chamberlin, W. 
G. Griffith, Thomas Lee, Lee Wathan, Mary Shiflet, 
Mrs. R. D. Wilkerson, Ethel Cataldo, Thomas Owens, 
Wm. Bryant, C. H. Jacobsen, Charles Ruff, Mrs. 
Nellie Kay. — 

1947 


Mrs. Selma Grunder, James Ady, Infant of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Sterner, Infant of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Dayton, Mrs. Sarah Dawson, Frances Ball, 


Lawrence Moeller. ; 
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Looking southwest from the top of the Wilton water tank, 1947, 
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Looking west from the top of the Wilton water tank, 1947. 
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CONFIDENCE IN WILTON - a 


I built the above pictured building in 1946 to enable me to ddetuasts 
service this community with electrical nee and repairs with 
my guaranteed electrical wiring services. 


KENNEY’S REPAIR SHOP 


KENYON FITZJARRELL—OWNER . 
PHONE 147 —-1--— AT WILTON 
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make history to a community, we wish to thank 
you for the part you allowed our organization 
in making that history. Y: 


Like the past, we know we shall 
be proud of Wilton in the future. 


NATIONAL LAUNDRY 
AND DRY CLEANERS 


As Wilton pauses to remember the things that 


We believe the struggle for existence has never been, felt more 

keenly—than even in the days of the “Wild and Wooly West”. There 

are more dishonest people—putting their Breer and selfishness ahead 
of honor and righteousness. 


Crops were plowed under while people were going hungry—cotton 
was plowed under while people were going without clothing—some 
fruits and potatoes, especially, were recently destroyed while people 
are starving. This—-to keep the prices up. Greed and selfishness rather 
than sharing with others that which they have an abundance of. 


THE WILTON ADVOCATE 
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Above photos are of a flood which occurred about 2:00 A.M., June 21, 
1892; starting in Stockton and coming through what is now known as 
the Jennie Kelley property. The buildings in top photo show a part of 
what at that time was a creamery and malt house. It is said that the 
flood waters were used to extinguish a fire, on this SPEORSEENe resulting 
from lightning. 


The men on the bridge, looking towards Wilton, have been identified 

left to right: Jasper Dawson, ‘Bronco’ Nangle, --— Duncan, Fer- 
dinand Budzene (operator of pump), George Wildasin, George Warren, 
Section boss, Jack Nangle—the man in rear, operated a hotel here at 
that time. 
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Looking north from the top of Wilton’s water tank, 1947, 
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Looking no:theast from the top of Wilton’s water tank, 1947. 
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Partial List of the Honor Roll 


TAKEN FROM THE HONOR ROLL BOARD 
WHICH WAS DONATED BY BRANCES KELLEY 


A. W. Jacobson, Rev. J. M. Newgard, H. E. Mach- 
hisess, C. H. Rothman, C. A. Cole, Rev. R. L. Blais- 
dell, BE. H. Hansen, C. C. Grunder, C. D. Lauser, W. 
J. Maurer, G. E. Sanford, F. W. Friedle, W. Sample. 
Virgil Barnhart, ene B Smith, N. R. Kemp, A. De 
Weese, H. A. Ide, C. Marchant, F. Owens, D. Ehrec- 
ke, M. Brown, C. Sterner, D. Anderson, Tor ee AG 
Whitmer, K. Lauser, Robert Lange, J. J. Dwyer 
(made supreme sacrifice), R. Lauser, L. Gleaves, E. 
Moeller, G. W. Freeland, N. Hartley, G. Kook, A. 
Malchau (made supreme sacrifice), R. Stoll, C. Law- 
son, J. D. Grunder (made supreme sacrifice), E. P. 
Lambert, T. Smith, N. Peeks, R. Brenner, M. Bow- 
man, J. Budelier, H. Hagge, M. Cockshoot, E. ser 
hoot, R. Knouse, E, Hagge. 

W. Nelson, C. Roederer, J. Latchaw, R. Leech, R. 
F. Darting (m ade supreme sacrifice), K. Atkinson, | 
A. Sessler, L. Owens, H. Marolf, W. Garver, F. Me 
Swiggin, L. Gill, G. Globes, E. Beinke, R. Ovesen, 
A. Ericksen, R. Mason, C. R. Freeland (nade su- 
preme sacrifice), KE. Steffens, L. Cockshoot, C. 
Sambdman, F. Atkinson, H. Ericksen, H. Harder, 
L. Harper, C. Hell, R. Roederer, A. Rochholz, H. 
Wacker, N. Glenney, V.. King, A. Shuger, J. Sheetz, 
Ix. Wilson, H. Maurer, M. McDermott, R. Dayton. 

QO. McCulley, KF. Mohr, D. Blocker, C. Burmester, 
F. Miller, G. Stender, W. Ziba, J. Drumm, B.. Duffe, 
H. Beinke, C. Ford, L. Hickey, J. Atkinson, P. Ellis, 
R. Scharff, W. Sherwood, E. Ericksen, R. Jensen, 
1’. Allen, H. Nicolaus, N. Stender,. A. Hartley, R. 
Staack, F. Latchaw, R. Thede, O. Wilkerson, E. Moy- 
lan, M. Knouse, E. Iserholt, W. Lett, C. Paul, Ray- 
mond Gatzke (made supreme sacrifice), R. Wilker- 
son, D. Whitmer, H. Cockshoot, C. Lappla, F. Gruem- 
mer, Rev. Egan, G. Nopoulos, A. Blocker, A. Giese. 

W. Ford, W. Smull, F. Niles, H. Stoelk, J. Christ- 
ensen,. I. Biecknese, aD. Bernet, ee Lange, R. Me 
Clean, G. Oveson, D. Mayer, A. Wilson, Ii. Budelier, 
A. Roederer, F. Taylor, H. Ketelsen, Ee Brenner, E. 
Cole, H. Giese, W. Grunder, R. Stormer ORE. Sambd- 
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man, K. Thurston, F. Wilson, F. Angerer, L. Lenker, 
G. Collier, M. Wacker, F. Norton, C. Norton, H. Deer- 
ing, G. McCoy, L. Gatzke, R. Honts, K. Friederichsen, 
C. Hartley, A. J. Latchaw, J. Shuger. 

C. Smith, R. Hillman, J. Hillman, H. Sterner, J. 
Torrence, Rev. Mansen, Kenneth Grunder, M. Hicks, 
M. Lauser, G. Dentoes, J. Parkhurst, D. Stephens, 
L.. Cooling, J. Laucamp, K. Brenner, Hope Harper, © 
Betty Hoskins, H. Adams, H. Leuthye, LeMoyne 
Leuthye, Leonard Leuthye, LeRoy Giese, L. Bark- 
alow, K. Barkalow, Ruth Christensen, Leo Walters, 
Clarence Duffe, Dorothy Sheetz, K. Murdock, Wm. 
Norton, Paul McCabe, H. Rubel, A. Voss, Rolland 
Claussen, A. Leith, John Maurer, Genevieve Comp- 
ton, Eugene Compton, Danny Maher, H. Snider, R. 
Smith, T. Smith J. 8. Smith, A. Causy. 
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Photo showing derrick 
which was erected to aid 
in the drilling of the City 
well, near the City hall, 
in the year of 1909. 
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Left to right: Dr. Harry Johnson, Herman D. Jarr, Beryl Grings, boy 
is unknown, Charles Marshal and Homer Hesselgesser. Photo taken in 
1912. The auto is an Auburn, owned by Herman F. Jarr whose cap is 
barely discernible as well as his feet, under the car as he was on the 
other side of the car when the picture was taken. 


Photo by Wise in 
Wilton, 1885, of: 


Seth Orie Fox and 
Fenton S. Fox, 
fe Champion Hose 
= Couplers of Towa 
in Record Time, at 
Sioux City, 1887. 
‘i a FENTON S. FOX, 
i * Champion of the 
wae North: West in 
“@ Record Time, Hur- 
on, Dakota Terri- 
tory, 1888. — 
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at Your Grocers 


M. KAUTZ BAKING COMPANY 


Muscatine, lowa 
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“THE BIG FOUR”—Front row, left to right; Wm. P. Ross, John T. 
(Mick) Ryan, Wm. B, McIntyre. Back row, left to right; Chas. McCand- 
less (deceased), Frank J. Kelly. 


Reproduced from a tin-type by S. H. Wise, Sept. 28, 1878; furnished by 
Alex Haussler and enlarged by Fenton S. Fox. 
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Serving Wilton with the finest in 


| BEAUTY CULTURE 


SPECIALIZING IN 
PERMANENT WAVING 
HAIR STYLING 
GRETCHYN’S BEAUTY SHOP 


| GRETCHYN VOSS and MARY MAURER, oneators| 


| PHONE 85-R2 AT WILTON} | 
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F. A. LATCHAW 


FOR 
REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE 
“Every Deal with ‘Ted’ is a Square Deal” | 
PHONE 300 — 1 -= AT WILTON 


HARPER'S FERRY 


LEE H. HARPER 
TRUCKER 


Lecal and Long Distance Hauling 
———- All Cargo Insured 


Phone Collect 334 — | — Wilton Jct., Iowa 


WHITE PAINT STORE 


ED. F. DUFFE, prop. 


WALLPAPER — PAINT — VARNISH 
GRSOLENE TANK WAGON SERVICE 


PHONE 294 - apap - Wilton Jct., Iowa 
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Brief Histories of 
Wilton Lodges and Clubs 


WILTON LODGE NO. 167 
ja a a 


HARTERED June 3, 1863. The first officers 
were: James H. Leech, W. M.; Wm. McNaugh- 
ten, Secretary. The society is in good finan- 
cial standing. They have their own beautiful 

temple erected in 1926. The present officers: M. D. 

Johnson, W. M.; and G. G. Leith, Secretary. 
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PURITY CHAPTER 365, 
ORDER OF EASTERN STAR 


With a membership of twenty-seven, the Purity 
Chapter No. 365, Order of the Eastern Star, was or- 
ganized on October 27, 1904. This membership has 
now increased to two-hundred-and-thirteen. 

The first officers were: Mattie Agnew, worthy 

matron; G. B. Carson, worthy patron; Harriet 
Strong, associate matron; Della Rider, conductress; 
Mable Strong, associate conductress; Irene Clark 
secretary; Louisa Linth, treasurer; Lucy McAulay, 
chaplain; Katherine Plitt, marshall; Edna Focht, 
organist; Helen Smith, Adah; Jessie Rider, Ruth; 
Mabel Carson, Esther; Jennie Brown, Martha; Cath- 
erine Carson, Electa; Anna Walker, warden; and | 
Dave Piggott, sentinel. _ 
The present officers are: Worthy Matron, Gret- 
chyn Voss; Worthy Patron, Howard Murrison; Asso- 
ciate Matron, Pauline Maurer; Associate Patron, Leo 
Maurer; Conductress, Marion Henderson; Associate 
Conductress, Eva Lou Murrison; Secretary, Minnie 
Ochiltree; Treasurer, Catherine Ochiltree; Organist, 
Emma Birkhofer; Chaplain, Irene Robertson; Mar- 
shal, Mary Maurer; Adah, Marjorie Fulton; Ruth, 
Harriet Voss; Esther, Marion Kemp; Martha, Imo- | 
gene McCabe; Electa, Esther Norton; Warden, Edith 
Rubel; Sentinel, Lee Norton, 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 584 


The local post 584, The American Legion, was orig- 
inally formed in 1921. On December 29, 1921, they 
received their charter and at that time carried the 
name of ‘Gus Chimpanisa Post 584.’ This pioneer 
Legion group carried a membership of 15. 

In a few small rooms located above the Wilton 
Candy Kitchen, the group of veterans met for their 
monthly meetings. Upon completion of the present 
City Hall, the Legion was given, in exchange of a 
former courtesy, a life-long right to conduct their 
meetings in their present abode, which is in the 
basement of the hall, and is only for the Legion and | 
Legion Auxiliary’s specific use. 

The original officers of the local post were P. J. 
Bridges and Carl Schroeder holding the honored 
offices of Commander and Adjutant respectively. 

There is a general opinion among the War I mem-. 
bers that the return of World War II veterans and > 
their subsequent joining the local Legion, has been 
the means of bringing new life into the organization. 
Thus the usual high-spiritedness, so befitting of a ~ 
Legion Post is prevalent today tn Wilton. 

It is the plans of the local post to build permanent 
club rooms on lots which they recently purchased of 
J.J. Hoskins, and which are located across the 
street from Gruemmer’s Garage. 

The present membership of Post 584 has grown 
to over one hundred veterans. In the year 1946, 
the Legion sponsored a_ successful basketball 
tournament and never-to-be-forgotten Wilton Cen- 
tennial. : 

The present officers are: Clarence Burmester, 
Commander; Harold Nicolaus, First Vice-Command4d- 
er; Charles Sterner, Second Vice-Commander; Rol- 
land Claussen, Adjutant; Jaines Sheetz, Finance; 
H. W. Kretschmar, Historian; Harlan Beinke, Post - 
Publicity; Hilbert Stoelk, Membership Chairman, | 
Rev. J. M. Newgard, Chaplain; Ellery Plett, Ser- 
geant-at-arms; and Roy W. Thomas, Service Com- 
mander. 


rin 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
In March of 1925, at Wilton Junction, Iowa, 33 
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An old family portrait of S. H. Wise, Front row, left to right: George, 
Sam, jr., a daughter who is new Mrs. Conant. In back: Ed., Mrs Wise 
(seated), a daughter who is now Mrs, Zinn, and Mr. Sam Wise (seated). 


Grove Hill and his mother, Mrs. Georyia Hill, in one of Wilton’s first 
autumobiles. Photo taken about 1905. 
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Cash or Installments 


Next to Postoffice on lowa Ave. 
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women who were wives, mothers and sisters of 
service men of World War I, signed a charter which 
admitted them as an Auxiliary of Wilton American 
Legion Post No. 584. Members who signed the char- 
ter were: Nellie Griffith, Frances Kelley, Isola Wack- 
er, Rosa Grunder, Irene Atkinson, B’anche Looney, 
Anna Rottman, Lizzie Nagel, Mae Sterner, Carolive 
Maurer, Vesta Murdock, Margaret Looney, Ida 
Maurer, Julia McCartney, Catherine Looney, Mild- 
red Frank Nopolous, Mildred Thurston, Happy Jane 
Hudler, Blanche Kretschmar, Mary I. Thurston, An- 
na Voigt, Amelia Wacker, Helen Shuger, Theresa 
~Bujewski, Ida Frances Crispin, Ollie M. Griffith, 
Kate Bacon, Olga Bacon, A. Estelle Laucamp, Eliza- 
beth Marticke, Clara Ellis, and Mary Walters. The 
first elected officers were; Nellie Griffith, president; 
Isola Wacker, secretary; Ida Francis Crispin, treas- 
urer; Caroline Maurer, chaplain; and Margaret 
Looney, Sergeant-at-arms. 

The present membership of the Auxillary is 45. 
Now serving as officers are: Blanche Shea, presi- 
dent; Ruth Kiser, first vice-president; June Wall, 
second vice-president; Bessie Brenner, secretary; - 
Judie Duffe, treasurer; Sarah Henderson, chaplain; 
Nellie Griffith, sergeant-at-arms; and Frances Kel- 
ley, historian. Irene Atkinson, at the present time, 
is serving as vice-president of the Muscatine County 
organization. 3 

There are three Gold Star Members belonging to 
the local chapter. They are: Anna Rottman, who 
lost a son, John Rottman, in World War I; Harriet 
Sample, whose brother, Arthur Nagel, died in World 
War I; and Rose Freeland, whose son, Robert Free- 
land, was killed in World War II. | 
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PULASKI LODGE NO. 107 
: I—O—O—F 


J.D. Walker, William M. McNaughten, David Dale, 
F.S. Corey, George Dale, Isaac Wise, and F. T. Hub- 
bert were the charter members who petitioned the 
M. W. G. M. for a warrant to establish a Lodge of 
the I. O. O. F. in the town of Wilton. | 

The charter was granted on July Ist, 1857. Mr. 
McCloud of Museatine helped organize the lodge un- 
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cer the name and title of Pulaski Lodge No. 107, 
1. O. O. F. The first officers were J. D. Walker, N. G. 
I". P. Hubbert, Recording Secretary. 
Present officers are: Alexander Parks, noble 
— ‘grand; 8. C. Lincoln, vice grand; Roy Thomas, sec- 
retary; Rudolph Walter, treasurer; and M. F. Mc 
Dermott, chaplain. 


REBEKAHS 


On the second and fourth Mondays of each month 
the Walter Rebekah Lodge, No. 516, holds its meet- 
ings. This lodge was instituted in Wilton on October 
23, VOUT; 

The charter members of the organization were: 
H. E. Nicolaus, George Bannick, Albert Winsell, H. 
W. Effenbeck, G. F. Marolf, George McCartney, Fred 
Boot, H. A. Smith, Charles Bailey, George Rick, Ella 
Nicholaus, Dora Bannick, Edith Winsell, Bertha Ef- 
fenbeck, Ella Schafnit, Martha R. Haebard, Frances 
A. Boot, Eliza Bailey, Bertha Bailey. . 

The present officers are: Noble Grand, Fay Bish- 
op; Vice Grand, Phlora Barkalow; Past Noble Grand, 
Veronica Thomas; Right Support to Noble Grand, 
Clara Ellis; Left Support to Noble Grand, Sadie Hen- 
ley; Right Support to Vice Grand, Bessie Morrison; 
Left Support to Vice Grand, Susie Chamberlain; Re- 
cording Secretary, Ada Lincoln; Financial Secretary, — 
Roy Thomas; Treasurer, Lillie Whitmer; Chaplain, 
Lottie Barnhart; Musician, Lillie Duffe; Inside 
Guardian, Alex Parks; Outside Guardian, S. C. Lin- 
coln; Board of Trustees, 8. C. Lincoln, Alex Parks, 
and Roy Thomas. | 


THE WILTON LIONS CLUB 


The Wilton Lions Club was organized on August 
24, 1932. The first officers were: President, D. A. 
Burrows; Vice President, H. T. Birchard; Secretary, 
A. C. Baumgartner; Treasurer, H. G. Nicolaus. 

The charter members were: H. G. Griffith, H. T. 
Birehard, A. J. Wacker, J. W. Duffe, H. G. Nicolaus, 
M. M. Harding, E. Ff. W. Maurer, John Roederer, H. 
I’. Lauser, J. J. Hoskins, Gus Nopoulous, T. WH. Arm- 
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Looking northeast from the railroad standpipe about 1900. 
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“Wide Awakes” Champion Juv-nile Hose Co, Wilton Jct. Time: Run, 
2734 seconds; Coupling, 4% seconds; Distance, 200 yards. Firemen’s 
Tcurnament, Waterloo, Iowa. June 12-13-14, 1883. 

1. Fenton S. Fox, Coupler; 2. Charles G. Park, Pipeman; 3. Thos. S. 
Welch; 4. Sam A. Hoon; 5. Frank T, Breene; 6. Eugene Derby; 7. Wm. 
D. Harris; 8. Aretas Agnew; 9. H:nry Maurer; 10. Fred 8S. Pentzer; 11. 
Fred W. Crawford; 12. Geo. D. Moore; 13. Joe Ross; 14. Charles 
Wacker; 15. Chas. K. Ott; 16. Orie Fox. 
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Studebaker | 
Sales & Service 


Experienced and capable mechanics, 
using modern equipment, assures the 
customers of the Meltzer Motor Co. | 
| the very best in automobile service. | 


MELTZER 
MOTOR CO. 


® OVERHAULING 

® MOTOR TUNE-UP 

@ WHEEL BALANCING 

e BRAKE ADJUSTMENT 

e BODY AND FENDER WORK 


PHONE 815. 
313 East Front St. Muscatine, Iowa 
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Looking northeast by north from the top of the railroad standpipe, 1947. 
The Wilton Milk Products Co. is in left sun und and the Economy 
Lumber Co., right foreground. 


Looking northeast from the top of the railroad standpipe, 1947. The 
new City Hall is in center of picture. 
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The home of M. F. McDermott. He has made monuments for a number 
of years but is now retired. 


The Wilton Locker Plant, built about 1941, 
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strong, D. V. Smull, W. A. Grunder, A. C. Baumgart- 
ner, Louis Miller, Earl Atkinson, D. L. Teasdale, Her- 
bert Wacker, D. A. Burrows. 

The purpose of the club is to sponsor any activity 
for the betterment of the community. The outstand- — 
Ing project to date was the organizing of the present 
Wilton Milk Products Co. Plays and Wilton Day 
celebrations have also been promoted. Some of the 
money raised has been donated to the Boy Scouts, 
ns id ae Library and for the education of the 

ind, ; 3 

The following have been president of the club 
since organized: D. A. Burrows, H. T. Birchard, A. J. 
Wacker, A. C. Baumgartner, H. A. Wacker, D. V. 
Smull, M. M. Harding, L. R. Friederichsen, S. L. Tor- 
rence, Paul Darting, Harold Grunder, John F. Bur- 
isle, G. A. Whetstine. ! 


WOMENS RELIEF CORPS: 


The Womens Relief Corps of Henry Seibert Post 
No. 212 was organized at Wilton Junction, Iowa, on 
July 25, 1890. The charter was approved the 31st of 
July, 1914, by Siraphine H. Osgood, department 
presiv’ent, and Mary M. Walch, department. secre- 
tary. The sixty members who signed the charter 
were: Elizabeth Morgridge, Mary Kelley, Fannie 
Cooling, Margaret C. Twomey, Mary C. Farrier, 
Mary E. Wise, Florence L. Farrier, Lottie Curtis, 
Kate Creitz, Nettie Cooling, Aletha Sanborn, Aman-- 
da J. Kelley, Mary ‘Piggott, Fanny Marolf, Cynthia 
Hartman, Drusiella Moore, Louisa M. Syas, Lizzie A. 
Hucke, Haadssa C. Perry, Mary M. Morrison, Jane 
Davis, Nettie A. Leech, Kate Warren, Frances Der- 
by, Mary D. Creitz, Emma Ingham, Mary J. Zell, 
Margaret M. Ayres, Ella A. Moynahan, Alice W. Car- — 
ter, Johanna Albran, Elizabeth Wilhelm, Narcissa J. 
Palmer, Louisa L. Bently, Nellie E. Johnson, Dora F. 
Johnson, Mary A. Carl, Sara J. Dawson, Nellie M. 
Kelley, Emma F. Thompson, Annie FE. Jewell, Ange- 
Jina R. Chasteen, Fannie C. Morrison, Elizabeth Root, 
Elizabeth Michael, Alma J. Walker, Allie M. Herr, 
Lydia Scott, Harriet M. Everest, Lola J. Curtis, Kate 
Baeon, Ella Nicholas, Kittie Dawson, Clara Tharp, 
Mary E. Chandler, Elvira F. Tale, and R. Emeline 
Tate. | | 
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Daughters of veterans who were former members 
were: Anna Dwyer Mary Thurston, Fannie C. Mor- 
rison, Kittie Dawson, Edith McCartney, Elsie C. 
Hart, Burdette Perry Lang, Anna Curtis, Stella 
Creitz, Jennie Hart, Margaret. Hoskins, Susanna 
Lenker, Hallie D. Ford, Jeanette Derby, and Minnie 

ice 

The local organization boasts six daughters of 
Civil War veterans who still maintain their mem- 
bership. They are: Frankie Fulton, Lillie Whitmer, 
Lillie Duffe, Kate E. Creitz, Rozella M. Ford, and 
Margaret Angerer. 

The membership at the present time is twenty- 
five. Serving as officers are: Irene Atkinson, presi- 
dent; Caroline Maurer, senior vice-president; Rozel- 
la Ford, junior vice- president: Lilie Whitmer, sec- 
retary; Kate Creitz, treasurer; Nora Hucke, con- 
ductor; Margaret Kerr, assistant conductor; Ada 
Lincoln, guard; Mary Schroeder, assistant guard; 
Anna Luethye, Lena Potter, Louise Bicknese and 
Lillie Duffe, color bearers. | | 

The corps hold a regular meeting the second 
Wednesday of each month and a work meeting once 
a month. 


RED CROSS E 


The local Red Cross unit was organized and re- 
ceived their Charter September 29, 1916. 

In June of 1917, the Muscatine Chapter formed 
Units for branch work in this county with the ex- 
ception of Atalissa and West Liberty. 

During World War I, the local Red Cross vine or-. 
ganized groups for surgical dressing, sewing ‘and 
knitting. 

Rev. O. B. Lee, former Presbyterian minister, was 
appointed first president. The following. members 
have held that office in order: C. C. Bacon, Mrs. 
‘Caroline Maurer, Miss Kate McNulty, who is remem- 
bered for her outstanding help in obtaining new 
members and finances; Arthur Wacker, Mrs. ‘Clara 
Leith. 

During World War II, the local unit 1 was busily 
engaged in sewing, knitting and preparing’ medical 
aids to help meet the vast need. 
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The above photo of the N. N, C. was taken in 1910. Reading from left 
to right, first row; Mabel Friederichsen, Harriet Bacon: second row; 
Elsie Henderson, Ella Nicolaus, Faye Ayres James, Emilie Lamp, Emilie 
Wright, Grace Bacon, Mrs. George Woodhouse, Mrs. C. C. Bacon: third 
row; Ella Schafnit, Helen Smith, Bertha Bacon, Olga Smith Port, 
Frankie Fulton. 


A view of East 4th Street, looking southeast, about 1880. The buildings 
are, fiom front to back; Briggs Blacksmith Shop, old City Hall, old 
Masonic Temple, and the Hessel Gesser Barn. 
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Get More Than Twice The Wear 


WITH A 
ARS’ RECAP JOB 
FROM 
FIGG TIRE AND | 
BATTERY SHOP 


| Modern Equipment Guaranteed Workmanship 


also in stock 


NEW AND USED TIRES 
FOR YOUR EVERY NEED 


| 221 Cedar Street | Muscatine, Iowa 
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Through drives, finances were obtained froin Io- 
cal contributions and due to the generosity of our 
community, the unit has never lacked funds. Every 
drive has gone over the top on their. quota. When 
the funds are not needed for the necessities of war, 
they are used in aiding needy families and in tragic 
emergencies. 


The present officers are: Mrs. Clara Leith, chair- 
man; Mr. Arthur Wacker, vice-chairman; Mrs. Ruth 
Maurer, secretary; and Mrs. Nellie Whitmer, treas- 
urer. 
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UNITED SERVICE WOMEN 


During World War II the United Service Women 
was organized through the efforts of Frances Kelley 
for Ruth Herrald, Dept, Secretary, Organizer of El- 
dora, Iowa. Those eligible for joining were mothers, 
Wives, and sisters of sons, brothers or husbands in 
the service. 


The Charter was signed July 138, 1942, and approv- 
ed at Headquarters July 21, 1942. The Wilton Unit 
heing No. 93 and later being changed to No. 13. The 
Charter members are: Irene Atkinson, Elizabeth 
Lanse, Mae Ehrecke, Zella Lauser, Harriet Jensen; 
Grace Atkinson, Elizabeth Latchaw, Eileen Ehrecke, 
Miriam Lauser, and Emma Smith. op 


At the State Convention, held in Des Moines in 
May, 1946, it was decided that all Units of Service 
Women become the Auxiliary of Amvet. 


To date there are 54 members with the present 
officers being: Etha Wacker, President; Mabel Frei- 
drichsen, lst Vice President; Carrie Ford, 2nd Vice 
President; Clara Leith, Treasurer; Irene Atkinson; 
Secretary; Flora Oveson, Historian; Irene Sheetz, 
Keeper of Records; Marie Hansen, Chaplain; and 
Emma Smith, Musician. | 

The Executive Committee is: Zella Lauser, Irene 
Atkinson and Emma Smith. . | 

The Gold Star Membership include five mothers: 


Rose Freeland, Stella Darting, Hazel Walcher, Olive 
Whitmer, and Anna Dwyer. , 
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ROYAL NEIGHBORS CAMP NO. 1068 


_ The Royal Neighbor Camp No. 1068, was organ- 
ized at Wilton, July 6, 1898, with the 17 original 
members being: Josie Sherberger, Emma F. Dufte, 
Anna B. Maurer, Jda Maurer, Rose Maurer, Rose 
Budelier, Kate C. Frenzel, Ellen M. Maurer, Dr. E. 
A. King, George Wagner, Kate Rininsland, Mary 
Marolf, Anna Budelier, Dr. A. R. Leith, Mary 
Schroeder, Dora Bannick and Anna Schmidt. 

The Juvenile Camp was organized in December, 
1927, with 30 members, most of whom are affiliated 
with the adult camp when their policies expired. 

On March 4, 1935, the Wild Rose Camp, No. 6683, 
of White Pigeon, consolidated with the lowa Camp 
No. 1068. i 

At the present time there are 92 Benefits, 37 
Socials and 38 Juvenile members. 

The regular lodge meeting is held the third 
Wednesday night of each month and the Social 
meeting, the first Wednesday of each month. 

During December of each year, new officers are 
elected for both the Lodge and Social, at which time 
committees are also appointed. , | 

The present officers are: Oracle, Emma, Hamann; 
Vice Oracle, Nellie Harper; Past Oracle, Ardena 
Masterson: Chancellor, Bessie Brenner; Recorder, 
Maybelle Darting; Receiver, Irene Sheetz; Marshal, 


Frances Fick; Assistant Marshal, Ethel Christensen; - | 


Inner Sentinel, Genevieve Christensen; Outer Sen- _ 
tinel. Catherine Marine; Managers, 1 year, Louise 
DeVilbiss; Managers, 2 years, Blanche Shea; Mana- 
gers, 3 years, Rose Nolte; Physicians, Dr. Leith and 
Dr. Whetstine; Captain, Cora Hoover; Flag Bearer, 
Mary Thurston; Faith, Mary Jean Jarvis; Modesty, 
Violet Amerine; Unselfishness, Susie Gill; Endur- 
ance, Lillian Chapman; Courage, Clara Ellis; and 
Musician, Emma Smith. 

The officers for the Social are: President, Emma 
Smith; Vice-President, Ethel Christensen, and Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Laura Fulton. 


rin 
WILTON GUN CLUB 


Affiliated with the National Rifle Club is the Wil- 
ton Gun Club. Officers of this club which was organ- 
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ized in 1923 are: George Kook, president; Kenneth 
Herr, vice-president; Ed F. W. Maurer, executive 
officer; Ed Schaffer, secretary; and Ruth Maurer, 
treasurer. 

The club has an indoor gallery in the basement of 
the Ed F. W. Maurer garage, and during the indoor 
season they hold their meetings every Thursday 
night. The outdoor range is on the Jim Smith farm 
south of Moscow. te 

Membership in the club is open to anyone 18 years 
of age who is an American citizen. This includes both 
men and women. There is a Junior Gun Club for 
voung people between the ages of 12 and 18. 

During the war the club put on a pre-induction 
school for two winters. This school was sanctioned 
oy the U.S. Army. 


UO 
N. N. GC, 


Four girls, Bertha Bacon Murrison, Irene Clark, 
Myrtle Whitmer and Olga Smith Port, organized in 
1901, the Priscilla Club for altruistic work. In 1902, 
with Mrs. C. C. Bacon, Mrs. D. BH. Smith, Mrs. Emma 
Ingham, Mrs. E. R. King, Maybelle Marshall Dans- 
kin, Mrs. A. E. Ricksecker and Mrs. G. H. Wooc- 
‘house, became charter members of the N..N. C. 
In addition to their study, their altruistic work 
- has been extensive and varied. 7 

Through the initiative of Miss Lela Badger, the 
N. N.C. was successful in a movement for establish- 
ing a library in Wilton. They were able to interest 
other clubs and citizens in the movement. By con- 
tinued effort we now have a successful library 
which is in use and constantly growing with the 
N. N. C. and other Iccal support. 

The present officers are: President, Thelma Kiser; 
Vice-President, Vera Worrell; Secretary, Catherine 
Herr; Treasurer, Irna Kiser; and Press Reporter, 
Esta Torrence. | 
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CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


In the year 19338, two local groups of younger and 
older girls were organized in National Camp Fire 
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The building in foreground, in back of the men, is the old Chamber- 
lain Mall where Charhe’s D-X Station now stands. Photo taken. about 
1920. Lower photo shows the D-X Station with the new addition on 
the left which was added on in 1946-47 by Charkie Corle whose 
figure is shown. 
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Mrs. Grace Noll Crowell, ac- 
claimed the poet laureate of Texas, 
is remembered by her friends in 
Wilton as being a popular girl. 
Mrs. Crowell was born on a farm 
near town and attended high school 
and German college here. She mar- 

ried Norman H. Crowell in 1901. 

In 1938, Mrs. Crowell received 
national recognition when she was 
chosen “The American Mother of 
1938.” She is mother to three 
grown sons. 

Although her folks have all 
moved away from Wilton, she still 
corresponds with several friends 
here. Mrs. Crowell has told her 
friends, “When the lilacs are in 
bloom, [ always think of Wilton.” 


THIS WAS MY VILLAGE 


This was my village of long ago, 
The village where I was born: ). 
A little town purpled with lilae bloom 


And edged knee-deep in corn. 


The smoke from the chimneys lifting up 
Was a welcome to any one 

Who sought a home for a night cf rest 
At the early set of sun. 


Friendly they were in my Pittle town 
And kind they were, and oh, 

It was the pivot of all my life 

Long and long ago. | 


I spent my pennies, I spent my youth 

Down meandering lane and street, 

And what I bought with my coins and my youth 
Was sweet, was very sweet! 


~- Grace Noll Crowell, Dallas, Texas 
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Girls. The Cheskechamay group was under the guard- 
dianship of Joyce Swanson, wife of the high school 
principal, and Frances Frymoyer acting as guardian 
of the Tallahassee group. | ) | 

_Although guardianship has changed a number of 
times, over a hundred girls have belonged through- 
out the years, with a full membership of twenty at 
all times, to enjoy camping and group activities. 

During the World War II, they were active in 

assisting patriotic organizations. Inez Harding, wife 
of Dr. M. M. Harding, has been guardian for the past 
seven years. Girls who have completed Social Lead- 
ership, act as assistants. 


rin 
GRACE NOLL CROWELL BOOK CLUB 


Through the efforts of Inez Glenn Harding, the 
Grace Noil Crowell Book Club was organized in 1936. 
‘rhe name selected was out of respect of the above - 
poet laureate, a former Wiltonite, now residing in 
Dallas, Texas. 

The G. N. C. became a federated organization in 
1940 and carry a motto: “I Will Lay Hold Upon 
Isnduring Things.”’ | 

There are 26 active members and 13: social 
members at the present time. 
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WILTON GARDEN CLUB 


Through the efforts of Miss Frances Boot, the. 
Wilton Garden Club was organized on April 15, 19389. 
The first officers of the club were: Frances Boot, 
president; Josephine Bailey, vice-president; Lillian 
Irvine, secretary. The first members of the club 
were: Irene Atkinson, Josephine Bailey, Cora Beard 
Irene Birchard, Frances Boot, Faye Grunder, Rose 
Grunder, Lillian Irvine, Clyda Johnson, Pearl Kel- 
ley, Blanche Kretschmar, Caroline Maurer, Theresa 
Nicolaus, and Mary Schroeder. | 

During the war the club gave to various divisions 
of war activity. The club also gave trees for the 
planting on the City Hall lawn. | 

The present members are: Ella Ayres, Irene At- 
kinson, Frances Boot, Clara Cooling, Grace Dawson, 
Mary Feltman, Faye Grunder, Rose Grunder, Nellie 
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Harper, Emma Holzhauer, Lillian Irvine, Eva Marie 
Johnson, Mayme McKeag, Jennie Kelley, Etta Luch, 
Caroline Maurer, Lena Potter, Florence Shafnit, 
Mary Schroeder, Myrtle Snider, Edith Rubel, and 
Edith Winsell. The officers are: Eva Marie Johnson, 
president; Faye Grunder, vice-president; Jennie 
Kelley, secretary and treasurer. 

The club is associated with the Federated Garden 
Clubs of Iowa. | 
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No, your eyes are not deceiving you but a photographer is. As a proud 
resident of Wilton, and not to be outdone by friends and relatives who 
had moved away to larger towns, sent the above photo of Cedar street 
on which was imposed two street cars from another photograph, to 
the out-of-town friends, who in turn, were duly impressed that Wilton 
was soon to be a thriving metropolis, 
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